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A  LIST  OF  T  H  2 


DELEGATES 


Who  attended  the  CONGRESS,  held 
at  Philadelphia ,  May  io,  1775. 


New- Hampjhire. 

Hon.  Jn.  Sullivan,  Efq;  |  John  Langdon ,  Efq; 

Maffachufetf  s-Bay. 

John  Adams ,  Efq; 

Rob.  ‘Treat  Paine ,  Efq; 


1^011  .  Jn.  Hancock ,  Efq; 

Hon.  The.  Cujhing ,  Efq; 

Mr.  Samuel  Adams, 

Rhode-ljland. 

Hon. Step.  Hopkins,  Efq;  |  Hon.  Sam.  Ward ,  Efq> 

ConneSlicut. 


Hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer , 
Efq; 


Hon  .Roger  Sherman,  Efq 
Silas  Deane,  Efq; 


New-Tork. 


Philip  Living]!  on,  Efq; 
James  Duane,  Efq; 

’ohn  Alfop,  Efq; 

John  Jay,  Efq; 

Simon  Boerum,  Efq; 
William  Floyd ,  Efq; 


New-Jerfey. 


Henry  Wifner ,  Efq: 
Philip  Schuyler,  Efq; 
George  Clinton,  Efq; 
Lewis  Morris,  Efq; 
Francis  Lewis,  Efq; 
Rob.  R.  Livingflon,  Efq; 


John  D'Hart,  Efq; 

Richard  Smith,  Elq; 


James  Kinfey,  Efq; 

Stephen  Crane,  Efq; 

Wm.  Livingjlon,  Efq; 

Pennsylvania. 

John  Dickenfon,  Efq;  George  Rofs,  Efq; 
Thomas  Mifflin,  Efq;  Beny.  Franklin,  Efq; 
Cha.  Humphreys,  Efq;  Tho.  Willing,  Efq; 
John  Morton,  Efq; 
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James  Wiljon,  Efq; 
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Louver  Counties  on  Delaware. 

George  Read,  Efq; 


Hon.  Cafar  Rodney,  Efq; 
Thomas  M‘ Keane,  Efq; 

Maryland. 


Hon.  Mat  .Tilghman,  Efq 
Tho.  Johnfon ,  jun.  Efq; 
Rob.  Goldjborough,  jun. 
Efq; 


Hon .  Peyt.  Randolph,  Efq; 
Geo.  Wajhington,  Efq; 
Patrick  Henry,  Efq; 
Rich.  Henry  Lee,  Efq; 


Virginia. 


William  Paca,  Efq; 
Samuel  Chafe ,  Efq; 
John  Hall  ',  Efq ; 
Thomas  Stone,  Efq; 


Edmund  Pendleton,  Efq; 
Benj .  Harrifou ,  Efq; 
Richard  Bland >  Efq^ 
Tho .  yefferfon)  Efq; 


North -  Carolina . 

t 

William  Hooper,  Efq;  Richard  Cafwell,  Efq; 
JoJeph  Hewes,  Efq; 

South-Carolina. 

Hon.  Henry  Middleton,  |  Chrijl.  Gadfden,  Efq; 


Eiq; 

Thomas  Lynch,  Efq; 


John  Rutledge,  Efq; 
Edward  Rutledge,  Efq; 


Parijh  of  St.  John's,  in  Georgia. 
Lyman  Hall,  Efq. 


JOURNAL, 


JOURNAL,  &c. 

WEDNESDAY,  May  io,  1775, 

A  Number  of  Delegates  from  the  Colonies  of 
New-Hampfhire,  Maflachufett’s-Bay,  Con- 
nedicut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
Delaware  Counties,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina  and  South-Carolina,  agreeable  to  their 
appointment  and  orders,  received  from  their  refpec- 
tive  colonies,  met  at  Philadelphia,  and  being  con¬ 
vened  in  the  State- Houfe,  proceeded  to  the  choice 
of  a  Prefident,  when 

Upon  Motion ,  Tke  Hon.  PEYTON  RAN¬ 
DOLPH  was  unanimoufly  chofen  Prefident. 
After  the  Prefident  was  feated, 

Mr.  Charles  Thomfon  was  unanimoufly  chofen 
Secretary. 

Andrew  M‘Neare  was  chofen  Dcor-keeper,  and 
William  Shed,  Meflenger. 

Agreed ,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duche  be  requefled 
to  open  the  Congrefs  with  Prayers  to-morrow 
morning  ;  and  that  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  Sullivan,  and 
Mr.  Bland,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  Mr.  Duche, 
and  acquaint  him  with  the  requeft  of  the  Congrels. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  1 1  o’clock. 

TH  U  R  S  D  A  Y,  May  11,  1775, 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  yefterday,  the  Congrefs 
was  opened  with  Prayers,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duche, 
After  Prayers  the  Congrefs,  according  to  adjourn¬ 
ment,  proceeded  to  buiinefs. 

B  2 


The 
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Delegates  from  the  feveral  Colonies  pro¬ 
duced  their  refpective  credentials,  which  were  read 
and  approved,  as  follows : 

New  Hampfhire.  At  the  Convention  of  Depu¬ 
ties,  appointed  by  the  feveral  towns  in  the  province 
aforefaid,  held  at  Exeter,  on  the  25th  day  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1775.  - 

The  Hon.  John  Wentworth,  Efq.  in  the  Chair. 

Voted,  That  John  Sullivan  and  John  Langdon, 
Efqrs.  be  delegated  to  reprefent  this  province  in  the 
Continental  Congrefs,  propofed  to  be  held  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  and  that 
they  and  each  of  them,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
other,  have  full  and  ample  power,  in  behalf  of  this 
province,  to  confent  and  agree  to  all  meafures, 
which  faid  Congrefs  fh  all  deem  neceflary,  to  obtain 
redrefs  of  American  grievances. 

'True  copy  attefled, 

MASHECK  WE  ARE,  Clerk  to  the  Convention , 

Province  of  the  Maffachufett’s-Bay,  in  Provincial 
Congrefs,  Cambridge,  Jdec.  5,  I774. 

Refolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  American 
Continental  Congrefs,  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the 
5th  day  of  September  laffc,  and  reported  by  the  ho¬ 
nourable  Delegates  from  this  Colony,  have,  with 
the  deliberation  due  to  their  high  importance,  been 
conndered  by  us,  and  the  American  Bill  of  Rights 
therein  contained,  appears  to  be  formed  with  the 
greateft  ability  and  judgment ;  to  be  founded  on  the 
immutable  laws  of  nature  and  reafon,  the  principles 
of  the  Englifh  conftitution,  and  refpeclive  charters 
and  conftitutions  of  the  Colonies,  and  to  be  worthy 
of  th^ir  mod  vigorous  fupport,  as  eilentially  ne- 
ceiTuy  to  liberty ;  likewife  the  ruinous  and  iniqui¬ 
tous  meafures,  which  in  violation  of  thefe  rights. 


(  5  ) 

at  prefent  convulfe  and  threaten  deftrudion  to 
America,  appear  to  be  clearly  pointed  out,  and  ju¬ 
dicious  plans  adopted  for  defeating  them. 

Refohed,  That  the  moft  grateful  acknowledge¬ 
ments  are  due  to  the  truly  honourable  and  patriotic 
Members  of  the  Continental  Congrefs,  for  their 
wife  and  able  exettions  in  the  caufe  of  American 
Liberty  ;  and  this  Congrefs  in  their  own  names,  arid 
in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  do  hereby,  with  the  ut~ 

moft  fincerity,  exprefs  the  fame. 

Refolded,  That  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Hon. 
Thomas  Cufhing,  Efquires,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams, 
John  Adams,  and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Efquires, 
or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap¬ 
pointed  and  authcrifed  to  reprefent  this  Colony,  on 
the  loth  of  May  next,  or  fooner  if  neceffary,  at  the 
American  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  with 
full  power,  with  the  Delegates  from  the  other 
American  Colonies,  to  concert,  agree  upon,  dired 
and  order  fuch  further  meafures,  as  fhall  to  them 
appear  to  be  beft  calculated  for  the  recovery  and 
eftablifhment  of  American  rights  and  liberties,  and 
for  reftoring  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and 

the  Colonies. 

A  true  copy  of  Record , 

BENJAMIN  LINCOLN,  Secretary. 

In  Provincial  Congrefs ,  Cambridge,  Feb.  6,  1775* 

Refohed,  That  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Hon. 
Thomas  Cufhing,  Efquires,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams, 
John  Adams,  and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Efquires, 
appointed  by  the  laft  Provincial  Congrefs  to  repre¬ 
fent  this  Colony,  on  the  ioth  of  May  next,  oi 
fooner  if  neceffary,  at  the  American  Congrefs,  to 
be  held  at  Philadelphia,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorifed  and  impowered,  with  the  Delegates  iom 


-  -  ■ 
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the  other  American  Colonies,  to  adjourn  from  time 
to  time,  and  place  to  place,  as  frail  be  judged  ne- 
cdfary  and  to  continue  in  being  as  Delegates,  for 

this  Colony  until  the  31ft  day  of  December,  next 
enluing,  and  no  longer. 

A  true  copy  of  Record , 

BENJAMIN  LINCOLN,  Secretary, 


In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Colony  of  Cob- 
nedicut,  November  3,  A.  D.  1774.  • 

This  Houfe  proceeded  to  nominate,  chufe  and 
appoint  Delegates,  to  attend  the  General  Congrefs 
to  be  holden  at  Philadelphia  on  the  10th  day  of 
May  next,  and  made  choice  of  the  Plan.  Eliphalet 
Dyer,  Hon.  Roger  Sherman,  Silas  Deane,  *  Titus 
Hofmer,  and  *  Jonathan  Sturgefs,  Efquires,  to  be 
their  Delegates,  any  three  of  whom  are  authorifed 
and  impowered  to  attend  laid  Congrefs,  in  behalf  of 
this  colony,  to  join,  confult  and  advife  with  the 
Delegates  of  the  other  Colonies  in  Britifh  America, 

on  proper  meafures  for  advancing  the  bell  good  of 
the  Colonies. 

WILLIAM  WILLIAMS,  Speaker. 

A  true  copy ,  extracted from  the  journals  of  the  Houfe, 

Attefted,  RICHARD  LAW,  Clerk . 


At  a  provincial  Convention  formed  of  Deputies 
fiom  the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  the  city 
and  county  ot  Albany,  and  the  counties  of  Dutchefs, 
Ulfler,  Orange,  Weftchefter,  King’s  and  Suffolk’ 
held  at  the  City  of  New-York,  the  22d  of  April’ 
1775>  the  purpofe  of  appointing  Delegates  to 
reprelent  the  colony  of  New-York,  in  the  next 
Continental  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  on 
the  loth  of  May  next,  Philip  Livingflon,  James 

Duane, 


* 
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Duane,  John  Alfop,  *  John  Jay,  Simon  Boerum, 
William  Floyd,  *  Henry  Wilber,'  *  Philip  Schuy¬ 
ler,  *  George  Clinton,  Lewis  Morris,  *  Francis 
Lewis,  and  *  Robert  R.  Livingfton,  jun.  Efquires, 
were  unanimoufly  eledted  Delegates,  to  reprefent 
this  Colony  at  fuch  Congrefs,  with  full  power  to 
them  or  any  five  of  them,  to  meet  the  Delegates 
from  the  other  Colonies,  and  to  concert  and  deter¬ 
mine  upon  luch  meafures  as  lhall  be  judged  mod 
effectual  for  the  prefervation  and  re-eftablifhment  of 
American  rights  and  privileges,  and  for  the  reftoration 
of  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and  the  Colonies. 

Signed,  Leonard  Lupenafd,  Ifaac  Roofevelt, 
Abraham  Walton,  Alexander  M’Dougall,  and 

r- 

twenty-four  others. 

We  the  fublcribers  do  in  behalf  of  ourfelves  and 
thofe  freeholders  in  of  Queen’s  county,  at  whofe 
requeft  we  attended  the  Convention,  fignify  our 
affentto,  and  approbation  of  the  above  Delegation. 

Signed ,  John  Fulman,  Zebulon  Williams,  Jacob 
Blackwell,  Jofeph  Robinfon. 


I 


New- Jersey.  In  Ajfembly ,  Perth-Amboy,Tb^/r/r;_y, 

"January  24,  1775. 

Refolved  unanimoitjly ,  That  James  Kinfey,  Ste¬ 
phen  Crane,  William  Livingfton,  John  De  Hart, 
and  Richard  Smith,  Efqrs.  or  any  three  of  them,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to  atrend  the  Conti¬ 
nental  Congrefs  of  the  Colonies,  intended  to  be  held 
at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  May  next,  or  at  any 
other  time  and  place  ;  and  that  they  report  their 
proceedings  to  the  next  fefiion  of  General  Afiembly. 

A  true  copy  frtm  the  Journals, 
RICHARD  SMITH,  Clerk  of  the  Ajfembly: 

Penn- 
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Pennsylvania.  In  Afembly t  December  15, 1 774^ 

A.  M. 

"i.  *  '  *  #  ,  .  »  .  •  •  * 

Upon  Motion,  Refohed,  N.  C.  D.  That  the  ho¬ 
nourable  Edward  Biddle,  John  Dickinfon,  Thomas 
Mifflin,  Charles  Humphreys,  John  Morton,  and 
George  Rofs,  Efquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap¬ 
pointed  Deputies  on  the  Part  of  this  Province,  to 
attend  the  general  Congrefs,  propofed  to  be  held  at 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May 
next,  and  that  they  or  any  four  of  them  do  meet 
the  faid  Congrefs  accordingly,  unlefs  the  prefent 
grievances  of  the  American  Colonies  (hall  before 
that  time  be  redreffed. 

ExtraB  from  the  'Journals, 
CHARLES  MOORE,  Clerk  of  the  Afembly . 

In  Afembly,  May  6,  1775,  A.  M. 

Refohed,  N.  C.  D.  That  Benjamin  Franklin, 
hon.  Thomas  Willing,  and  James  Wilfon,  Efquires, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  added  to  the  Deputies  ap¬ 
pointed  by  this  Houfe,  to  attend  the  Continental 
Congrefs,  expe&ed  to  meet  the  tenth  inftant  in  this 
city. 

ExtraB  from  the  Journals , 
CHARLES  MOORE,'  Clerk  of  the  Afembly. 

Lower  Counties  on  Delaware.  In 
' Thurfday ,  March  16,  1775,  A.  M. 

On  motion,  Refolved ,  Nt  C.  D.  That  the  Hon. 
Ca-far  Rodney,  Thomas  M’Kean,  and  George  Read, 
Efqrs.  be,  and  they  aip  hereby  appointed  and  au¬ 
thorized  to  reprelent  this  government  at  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Congrefs*  propofed -to  be  held  at  the  city  of 
6  Phila- 


. 
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Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  or  at 
any  other  time  or  place,  with  full  power  to  them  or 
any  two  of  them,  together  with  the  Delegates  from 
the  other  American  Colonies,  to  concert  and  agree 
upon  fuch  further  meafures  as  fhall  appear  to  them 
belt  calculated  for  the  accommodation  of  the  un¬ 
happy  differences  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Colonies  on  a  conftitutional  foundation,  which  the 
JJoufe  mod  ardently  wifh  for,  and  that  they  report 
their  proceedings  to  the  next  feffions  of  General 
Alfembly. 

T nie  copy  of  the-minutes  of  Ajfembly, 
DAVID  THOMPSON,  Clerk  to  the  Ajfembly. 

Maryland.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Deputies 
appointed  by  the  feveral  counties  of  the  province  of 
Maryland,  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  by  adjournment 
on  the  8th  December,  1774,  and  continued  till  the 
X2th  day  of  the  fame  month. 

Refilled  unanhnoufy ,  That  the  hon.  Matthew 
Tilghman,  Thomas  Johnfon,  jun.  *  Robert  Goldt- 
borough,  William  Paca,  Samuel  Chafe,  John  Hall, 
*  Thomas  Stone,  Efqrs.  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them  be  Delegates  to  reprefent  this  province  in  the 
next  Continental  Congrefs,  and  that  they,  or  any 
three  or  more  of  them,  have  full  and  ample  power 
to  confent  and  agree  to  all  meafures,  which  fuch 
Congrefs  fhall  deem  neceffary  and  effectual  to  obtain 
a  redrefs  of  American  grievances;  and  this  pro¬ 
vince  bind  themielves  to  execute  to  the  utmofl  of 
their  power,  all  Refolutions  which  the  faioCongiefs 
may  adopt.  And  further,  if  the  fait!  Congiefs  fhall 
think  neceflary  to  adjourn,  we  do  authorize  our  faid 
Delegates  to  reprefent  and  adt  lor  this  piovince  in 
•  C  '  any 
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any  one  Congrefs,  to  be  held  by  virtue  of  fuch  ad 


journment. 


>  *  - 


Signed  by  order , 

*■  C 

JOHN  DUCKET.  Clerk 

'e.  *  < 


Virginia.  At  a  Convention  of  Delegates  for 
the  counties  and  corporations  in  the  colony  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,.  at  the  town  of  Richmond,  in  the  county  of 
Henrico,  on  Monday  the  20th  of  March,  ,77/  ' 

1  he  Convention  proceeded  to  the  eledion  of  De¬ 
legates  by  ballot,  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  General 
(Jongrefs  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on 
the  tent  n  day  of  May  next,  when  the  honf  Peyton 
Randolph  George  Wafhington,  *  Patrick  Henry, 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Edmund  Pendleton,  Benjamin! 

Harrjfon,  and  Richard  Bland,  Efqrs,  were  chofen  for 
that  purpofe.  ' .  •  '  •  * 


JEYTGN  RANDOLPH,  Prefident. 
JOHN  TAZEWELL,  clerk  of  the  Convention 


North-Carolina.  At  a  general  meeting  of 
-*Je  egates  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  in 
Convention,  at  Newbern,  the  5th  day  of  Anri! 
1775.  ■  -  '  r  • 

Prefent,  the  hon.  John  Harvey,  Elq;  Moderator 
and  68  members.  .  >  -  * 

On  motion,  Refolved,  That  William  Hooper,  Jo- 
feph  Hewes,  and  Richard  Cafwell,  Efqrs.  be,  and 
are  hereby  appointed  Delegates  to  attend  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth 
nay  of  May  next,  or  at  any  other  time  and  place, 
that  fhall  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  and  they  are 

*  hereby 
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hereby  invefted  with  fuch  powers  as  may  make  any 
a<3s  done  by  them,  or  any  of  them,  or  confent  given 
in  behalf  of  this  province,  obligatory,  m  honour, 
uoon  every  inhabitant  thereof. 

1  A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes r 

JOHN  HARVEY,  Moderator . 
Attefed  by  ANDREW  KNOX,  Clerk . 

In  the  Afembly  jth  of  April ,  1775* 

Refihed,  That  the  Hoofc  d° 
the  proceedings  or  the  Continenta  §  " 3  .  J 

held  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  they  are  de.ermmed 
as  members  of  the  community  in  general,  that  they 
will  ftridly  adhere  to  the  faid  Refolutions,  and  wi 
ufe  what  influence  they  have,  to  induce  the  fame 
obfervance  in  every  individual  of  this  province. 

This  Houfe  having  received  information,  that 
William  Hooper,  Jofeph  Hewes,  and  Richard L  a  - 

well,  Efqrs.  were  appointed  by  tlie  c°nVent  » 
held  at  Newbern,  as  Delegates  to  attend  the ^meeting 

of  the  Continental  Congrefs  foon  to  be  held  at  F 

.  > 

hdRfhed,  That  the  Houfe  approve  of  the  choice 

tmrle  hv  the  faid  Convention. 

A  true  copy  from  the  journal  op  the  Houfe  of  Afem  ?  \  . 
A  true  copyj  jAMES  GREEN,  jun.  Clerk. , 

SouTH-CaRolina.  In  the  Commons  Houfe  ofAf 
fembtyi  Friday  of  February*  177 S- 
Whereas  the  Continental  Congrefs,  held  at  t  w 
city  of  Philadelphia  in  September  laft,  amongft  other 
things  recommended  to  the  feveral  Colonies  m  North 
America  to  chufe  Deputies  as  foon  as  poffible,  to 
^  M  another  Congrefs  at  the  fame  place,  on  the 
Wi  th  day  of  May  next,  and  this  Honk  being  »  V 
fat  it  fled  with  the  condudt  and  fidelity  of  the- 


f 

* 


i 


* 

m 
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Deputies  at  the  Congrefs,  do  hereby  nominate  and 

C^fT  rll0n-  H-  Midd^ton,Tho.  Lynch  Chr 
Gadfden,  John  Rutledge,  and  Ed.  Rutledge  Efors' 

Deputes  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  Colony?  [0  me n 

the  Deputies  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  on  the 

.Ej[|ia?  1  !  3  f  °*  the  0£,ier  Colonies>  at  the  city  of 

Philadelphia  or  any  other  place,  that  fhall  be  ay  reed 

on  by  the  faid  Deputies  in  General  Congrefs,  ^with 

SuPallver,ard aUth?rh7  t0C°nCen>  aSree  and  ef- 
oD  y-fn  CUtrfuch  m£afures’  as  in  *e  opinion 

bled  fifa’f  ?CpUt,Ci?)dItbe  DePuties  t0  be 

bled  (had  be  moil  likely  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of 
Amencaa  grievances. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Deputies  hereby  appointed 
on  the  part  and  behalf  of  this  colony,  are  auLnfed 
and  empowered  to  agree,  that  the  Continental  Con- 

b  meet  aj  any  future  ^me,  and  at  fuch  place 

as  had  De  agreed  on,  and  to  adjourn  from  time  to 

l:  V  pr°,ViKed  rt  do  not  exceed  nine  months  from 
tne  da.e  ot  their  meeting  in  May  next. 

Attejled)  THOMAS  FARR,  jun.  Clerk. 


E:<lra&  from  the  Journo's  of  the  Provincial  Con- 

fhtci^el  TM  X ' N  A' pMJ,xd  h  °rdcr  °f 

ejs ,  I  U/j  oj  January ,  1775. 

Rrfj/vea  7  hat  the  hon.  Henry  Middleton,  Efq- 

.  nomas  Lynch,  Chriftopbcr  Gadfden,  John  Ruu 
ledge  and  Edward  Rudedge,  Efqrs.  or  any  three 

fhorhLH be>  and/hey,are  llereby  aPP°mted  and  au- 
djonled  to  represent  this  Colony,  on  the  tenth  day 

of  May  next,  or  fooner,  ifneceffary,  at  the  American 

Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  or  elfewhere 

With  full  power  io  concert,  agree  upon,  di-redt  and 

.rder  fuch  .uiiher  mealures,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the 

31  Deputies,  and  the  Delegates  of  the  other  Ame- 

ncan  Colonics,  to  be  affeoibled,  fhall  appear  to  be 

necef- 
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neceflary  for  the  recovery  and  eflablifhment  of 
American  Rights  and  Liberties,  and  for  reftoring 
harmony  between  Great-Britain  and  her  Colonies. 

Upon  motion,  Refolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  the 
Congrefs  be  given  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Duche,  for  per¬ 
forming  Divine  Service  agreeable  to  the  defire  of 
the  Congrefs,  and  for  his  excellent  prayer  fo  well 
adapted  to  the  prefent  occafion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Willing,  and  Mr. 
Sullivan,  be  a  committee  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Duche, 
and  return  the  thanks  of  the  Congrefs,  agreeable  to 
the  above  Refolution. 

Up  on  motion,  Refolved,  That  the  doors  be  kept 
(hut  during  the  time  of  bufinefs,  and  that  the  mem¬ 
bers  confider  themfelves  under  the  firongeft  obliga¬ 
tions  of  honour  to  keep  the  proceedings  fecret,  un¬ 
til  the  majority  lhall  diredt  them  to  be  made  public. 

Note. — All  the  members  attended  except  thofe 
marked  thus  *. 

A  circular  letter  from  the  Agents  William  Bol- 
lan,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Arthur  Lee,  El'qrs. 
directed  to  the  Speakers  of  feveral  Afiemblies,  and 
fundry  papers  therein  referred  to,  were  laid  before 
the  Congrefs  and  read  ;  the  letter  is  as  follows  : 

Sir,  London,  Feb.  5,  1775. 

O  U  R  laft  letter  informed  you,  that  the  King  had 
declared  his  intentions  of  laying  the  Petition  before 
his  two  Houfes  of  Parliament.  It  has  accordingly 
been  laid  before  each  Houfe,  but  undiftinguilhed 
among  a  variety  of  letters  and  other  papers  from 
America. 

A  motion  made  by  Lord  Chatham  to  withdraw 
the  troops  from  Bolton,  as  the  firft  ffcep  towards  a 
conciliating  plan,  was  rejedted  ;  and  the  miniftry 
have  declared  in  both  Houfes  the  determination  to 

enforce 
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inforce  obedience  to  all  the  late  laws.  For  this? 
purpofe  we  underftand  that  three  regiments  of  foot, 
one  of  dragoons,  feven  hundred  marines,  fix  floopg 
of  war,  and  two  frigates,  are  now  under  orders  for 
America. 

We  think  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  your  caufe 
was  well  defended  by  a  confiderable  number  of  good 
and  wife  men  in  both  Houles  of  Parliament,  though 
far  from  being  a  majority  :  And  that  many  of  the 
commercial  and  manufacturing  parts  of  the  nation, 
concerned  in  the  American  trade,  have  prefented* 
or  as  we  underftand,  are  preparing  to  prefent  pe¬ 
titions  to  parliament  declaring  their  great  concern 
for  the  prefent  unhappy  controverfies  with  Ameri¬ 
ca,  and  praying  exprefsly,  or  in  effect,  for  healing 
meafures,  as  the  proper  means  of  preferving  their 
commerce  now  greatly  fuffering  or  endangered.  But 
the  treatment  the  petitions  already  prefented  have 
hitherto  received  is  fuch,  as,  in  our  opinion,  can 
afford  you  no  reliance  on  the  prefent  relief  through 
their  means. 

As  foon  as  we  learnt  that  the  Petition  of  the 

*  •  ,  .  1  *  , 

Congrefs  was  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons*  we 
thought  it  our  duty  to  fupport  it,  if  we  might  be 
permitted  fo  to  do,  as  there  was  no  other  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  to' 
be  heard  in  defence  of  their  rights :  Accordingly  we 
joined  in  a  petition  for  that  purpofe.  Sir  George 
Saville  kindly  undertook  to  prefent  it.  But  on  pfe- 
vioufiy  opening  the  purport  Of  it,  as  the  order  is,* 
a  debate  arofe  on  the  propriety  of  receiving  it,  and 
on  adivifion  it  was  rejected  by  a  great  majority. 

The  following  extraCt  of  a  letter  from  General 
Gage  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  as  laid  before  Parliament, 
we  think  it  our  duty  to  tranfmit,  vig. 

“  Dec.  15,  1774-  Your  Lord'llfip’s  idea  of  dif- 

arming 
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arming  certain  provinces  would  doubtlefs  be  con¬ 
fident  with  prudence  and  fafety,  but  it  neither  is, 
nor  has  been  practicable,  without  having  recourfe 
to  force,  and  being  matters  of  the  country.” 

It  was  thrown  osjt  in  debate  by  a  principal  tnem- 
ber  of  adminiftration,  that  it  would  be  proper  to 
alter  the  charters  of  Connedicut  and  Rhode-Ifland. 

•  inclofed  we  fend  you  a  copy  of  the  Refolutions 
puffed  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  hotffe  on  Thurf- 
day  laft,  which  are  to  be  reported  on  Monday.  It 
is  laid  that  thefe  Refolutions  are  to  be  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  feyer^l  bills  to  be  brought  in,  but  the  pur¬ 
port  of  thefe  bills  we  have  not  yet  learnt  with  fuffi- 
cjent  certainty. 

We  fend  you  likewife  a  copy  of  Lord  Chatham’s 
firft  motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  of  his  plan 
of  a  bill  for  fettling  the  troubles  between  Great-Bri- 
tain  and  the  Colonies  ■>  both  which  were  rejeded  on 
fhe  firft  reading. 

With  great  refped  we  are,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  Servants, 
(Signed)  '  '  WILLIAM  BOLLAN, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN, 
ARTHUR  LEE. 

The  papers  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  letter,  be¬ 
ing  publifhed  in  the  news-papers,  it  is  not  neceffary 
jtp  infert  them. 

Mr.  Hancock  laid  before  the  Cangrefc,  a  letter 
from’the  Provincial  Congrefs  of  Maflachufett-s-Bay, 
together  with  certain  refolutions  formed  by  faid 
Congrefs,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  fent  by  laid  Con- 
grefs  to  their  Agent  in  England,  and  an  addrefs  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  on  the  late  en¬ 
gagement  between  the  troops  under  General  Gage- 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Maffachufeu’s-Bay  •,  alfo  a 

"  ,  numbtf 
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number  of  depoiitions  duly  attefted,  relative  to  the 
commencement  of  faid  hoftilities,  all  which  were 
read,  and  are  as  follows ; 

*  *  ‘  ✓  •  :  yj  j  .  i  '  •  v*  ,  i  . 

In  Provincial  Cong  refs,  Watertown,  May  3, 

?77S- 

To  the  Honourable  American  Continental  Con- 
grefs,  to  be  convened  at  Philadelphia,  on  the 
tenth  of  May,  inftant. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Honours, 

THE  Congrefs  of  this  Colony,  impreffed  with 
the  deeped;  concern  for  their  Country  under  the  pre- 
fent  critical  and  alarming  date  of  its  public  affairs, 
beg  leave  with  the  utmoft  fubmiffion,  whild  afting 
in  fupport  of  the  Caufe  of  America,  to  requefl  the 
direction  and  allidance  of  your  refpedtable  affembly. 
The  inclofed  packet  containing  the  copies  of  de- 
podtions,  which  we  have  difpatched  for  London, 
alio  an  addrefs  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great- Britain, 
and  a  letter  to  our  colony  Agent,  Benjamin  Frank¬ 
lin,  Efq;  are  humbly  fubmitted  to  your  confide- 
ration. 

The  fanguinary  zeal  of  the  miniderial  army,  to 
ruin  and  dedroy  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Congrefs,  hath  rendered  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  an  army  indifpenfibly  neceffary  :  we 
have  accordingly  paffed  an  unanimous  refolve  for 
thirteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  men  to  be  forthwith 
railed  by  this  Colony,  and  proposals  are  made  by 
ys  to  the  Congrefs  of  New-Hampfhire,  and  go¬ 
vernments  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Connecticut  Cor 
lonies,  for  furnilhing  men  in  the  fame  pro¬ 
portion. 


They 
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The  fodders  exigency  of  our  public  affairs  pre- 
eluded  the  poflibility  of  waiting  for  your  direction 
in  thefe  important  meafures,  more  efpecially  as  a 
condderable  reinforcement  from  Great-Britain  is 
daily  expedled  in  this  Colony,  and  we  are  now 
reduced  to  the  fad  alternative  of  defending  our- 
felves  by  arms,  or  fubmitted  to  be  flaughtered. 

With  the  greateft  deference,  we  beg  leave  to 
fugged:,  that  a  powerful  army,  on  the  tide  of 
America,  hath  been  confidered  by  this  Congrefs, 
as  the  only  means  left  to  ftem  the  rapid  progrefs 
of  a  tyrannical  minidry.  Without  a  force  fupe- 
rior  to  our  enemies,  we  mud:  reafonably  expert  to 
become  the  victims  of  (heir  relentlefs  fury.  With 
fuch  a  force,  we  may  diill  have  hopes  of  feeing  an 
immediate  end  put  to  the  inhuman  ravages  of 
mercenary  troops  in  America,  and  the  wicked 
authors  of  our  miferies  brought  to  condign  pu- 
nifhment,  by  the  juft  indignation  of  our  brethren 
in  Great-Britain. 

We  hope  that  this  Colony  will,  at  all  times,  bt 
ready  to  fpend  and  to  be  (pent  in  the  caufe  of 
America;  It  is,  neverthelefs,  a  misfortune  great¬ 
ly  operating  to  its  difadvantage,  that  it  has  a  great 
number  of  lea-port  towns  expoled  to  the  approach 
of  the  enemy  by  lea;  from  many  of  which  the 
inhabitants  have  removed  and  are  removing  their 
families  and  effedts,  to  avoid  deftrudtion  from 
fhips  of  war.  Thefe  we  apprehend,  will  be  ge¬ 
nerally  diftreffed  from  want  of  fubddance,  and 
difabled  from  contributing  aid  for  fupporting  the 
forces  of  the  Colony;  but  we  have  the  greateft 
confidence  in  the  wifdom  and  ability  of  the  Con¬ 
tinent  to  fupport  us,  fo  far  as  it  diall  appear  ne~ 
cedar y  for  fupporting  the  common  caufe  of  the 
American  Colonies, 

We  alfo  inclofe  feveral  refolves  for  impowering 

D  and 
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and  direaing  our  receiver-general  to  borrow  the 

ium  or  oae  hundred  thouljjnd  pounds,  lawful 
rnoney  and  to  iffue  his  notes  for  the  fame,  it  being 

the  only  meafures  which  we  could  have  recourib 
to  or  iupporting  our  forces;  and  we  requeft  your 
afl i ltance  in  rendering  our  meafures  effectual,  by 
giving  our  notes  a  currency  through  the  Continent', 
-  JOSjj.1  H  WARREN,  Prejident,  P.  T. 
Ihe  papers  inclofed  and  referred  to  in  the 
above,  are  as  follows  :■ 


InProvmmlQongrefs,  Wate  r  t  o  w  n  ,  May  ',177-. 

Re/olvea That  the  Receiver-General  be,  and 
hereby  13  impowered  and  direded,  to  borrow  the; 
jUm  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  lawful 
money,  and  iffue  colony  fecurity  for  the  fame 
payable  with  annual  intcreft  at  fix  per  cent.  W 

^  * 7/7 *  ^ud  that  the  Continental  Conqrefs  be 
defired  to  recommend  to  the  feveral  Colonies,  to 
give  a  currency  to  fuch  lecurities, 

.  A  true  ext  raft  from  the  Minutes, 

_  SAAdUEL  bREEMAN,  Secretary,  P.  P. 
In  Provincial Congrefs,  W aterto w n , May  3 , 1 77 5. 

Refolved,  lhat  the  fecurities  given  by  the  Re¬ 
ceiver-General,  for  the  monies  borrowed  by  him, 

m  purfuance  01  the  axoregping  relolve,  be  in  the 
form  following,  viz. 

Colony  oj  the  IVJassachusett’s-Bay. 

No.  the  day  of  A.D.ijj  bor¬ 
rowed  and  received  of  A.  B.  the  fum  of 
lawful  money,  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  the  colony 
of  the  Mafiachufett  s-Bay,  and  in  behalf  of  faid  co- 
]ony.  do  hereby  promife  and  oblige  myfelf  and 
fmceffors,  in  the  office  of  1  rcafurer  or  Receiver- 
Genei  al,  to  repay  to  the  laid  or  to  his  order, 

the  fir  ft  day  of  June,  1 777,  the  aforefaid  fum  of 
lawful  money,  in  Spanifh  milled  Dollars,  at 
fix  {hidings  each,  orin  the  feveral  fpecies  of  coined 

filver 
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filver  and  gold,  enumerated  in  an  Adi  made  ana 
palled  in  the  23d  year  of  his  late  Majefty  King 
George  the  Second,  infilled,  **  An  Adi.  for  afcer- 
“  taining  the  rates  at  which  coined  filver  and 
“  gold,  Eriglifh  half-pence  and  farthings,  may 
<‘  pafs  within  this  government,”  and  according 
to  the  rates  therein  mentioned,  with  intereft,  to 
be  paid  annually  at  fix  per  cent.  Witnefs  my  hand* 

A.  B.  v 

C.  D.  C 

-  -  -  E.  fS 

•And  whereas  inconveniences  may  arife  by  the 
Receiver-general’s  ifluing  notes  for  fmail  fums> 
therefore, 

Refohed,  That  the  Receiver- General  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  directed  not  to  ifiue  any  notes  for  a 
lefs  fum  than  four  pounds  lawful  money. 

A  true  extract  from  the  Minutes, 
SAMUEL  FREEMAN,  Sec.  P.  T. 

To  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efq. 

■  at  London. 

Jn  Provincial  Congrefs ,  Watertown,  April  26, 1 775. 

“  SIR, 

<<  From  the  entire  confidence  we  repofe  in  your 
faithfulnefs  and  abilities,  we  confider  it  the  hap-  . 
pinefs  of  this  Colony,  that  the  important  trull  of 
Agency  for  it,  in  this  day  of  unequaled  diftrefs,  is 
devolved  on  your  hands,  and  we  doubt  not  your 
attachment  to  the  caufe  of  the  Liberties  ot  man¬ 
kind  will  make  every  poffible  exertion  in  our  be¬ 
half  a  pleafure  to  you,  although  our  circumftances 
will  compel  us  often  to  interrupt  your  repofe  by 
matters  that  will  furely  give  you  pain.  A  lingu¬ 
lar  inftance  hereof  is  the  occafion  of  the  prefent  ( 
letter.  The  contents  of  this  packet  will  be  our 
apology  for  troubling  you  With  it. 

* £  From  thcfe  you  will  fee  how  anu  by  whom 

D  2  ■  we 
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we  are  at  lafi  plunged  into  the  horrors  of  a  moll 
unnatural  war. 

.  °U^nemies>  *’®  are  to]d,  have  difpatched 
to  Gieat-Britain  a  falacious  account  of  the  tra¬ 
gedy  they  have  begun to  prevent  the  operation 
or  which  to  the  public  injury,  we  have  engaged 
toe  vefiel  that  conveys  this  to  you,  as  a  Packet  in 
the  fbrvice  of  this  Colony,  and  we  requeft  your 
alii  fiance  in  fupplying  Capt.  Derby,  who  com¬ 
mands  her,  with  fuch  neceifaries  as  he  lhall  want. 

on  the  credit  of  your  conftituents  in  Maffachu- 

lett  s-Bay. 

“  we  mo^  Gently  with  that  the  feveral 
papers  herewith  inclofed  may  be  immediately 
printed  and  dilperfed  through  every  town  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  efpecially  communicated  to  the  Lord- 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Council  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  that  they  may  take  luch  order  thereon  as 
they  may  think  proper.  And  we  are  confident 
your  fidelity  will  make  fuch  improvement  of  them, 
as  lhall  convince  all  who  are  not  determined  to  be 
in  everlafti-ng  blindnefs,  that  it  is  the  united  ef- 
foits  of  both  Englanris  that  can  fave  either.  But 
that  whatever  price  our  brethren  in  the  one  may 
be  pleafed  to  put  on  their  conftitutional  Liberties 
we  are  authorized  to  allure  you,  that  the  inhabi- 
t:mts  of  the  other,  with  the  greateft  unanimity, 
a.c  inflexibly  refolved  to  leli  their’s  only  at  tlw 
price  of  their  lives.  * 

Signed  by  order  of  the.  Provincial  Congrefs, 
JOSEPH  WARREN,  Prcfident ,  P.  T. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  Minutes, 

SAMUEL  FREEMAN,  Sec.  P.  T. 

The  Depofitions  relative  to  the  commencement 
of  hoftilities,  are  as  follows  ; 

Lexington ,  April,  25,  1775. 
\ec  Soiomon  Brown,  Jonathan  Loring,  and 

CElijah 
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Elijah  Sanderfon,  all  of  lawful  age,  and  of  Lex- 
inoton,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  colony 
of  the  Maffachufett’s-Bay,  in  New-England,  do 
teftify  and  declare,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  x8th 
of  April,  inftant,  being  on  the  road  between  Con¬ 
cord  and  Lexington,  and  all  of  us  mounted  on 
horfes,  we  were  about  ten  of  the  dock,  fuddenly 
furprized  by  nine  perfons,  whom  we  took  to  be 
regular  officers,  who  rode  up  to  us,  mounted  and 
armed,  each  having  a  piftol  in  his  hand,  and  after 
putting  piftols  to  our  breads,  and  feizing  the 
bridles  of  our  horfes,  they  fwore  if  we  flirred, 
another  llep,  we  Ihould  be  all  dead  men  ;  upon  • 
which  we  furrendered  ourfelves.  They  detained 
us  until  two  o’clock  the  next  morning,  in  which 
time  they  fearched  and  greatly  abufed  us,  having 
hr  It  enquired  about  the  Magazine  at  Concord, 
whether  any  guards  were  pofted  there,  and  whe¬ 
ther  the  Bridges  were  up,  and  laid  four  or  live 
regiments  of  regulars  would  be  in  poiTeffion  of  the 
ftores  foon.  They  then  brought  hs  back  to  Lex¬ 
ington,  cut  the  horfes  bridies  and  girts,  turned 
them  looie,  and  then  left  us. 

SOLOMON  BROWN. 
JONATHAN  LORING, 
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Lexington,  April  25,  177?. 

“  I  Elijah  Sanderfon,  above-named,  do  further 
teilify  and  declare.  That  1  was  on  Lexington  com¬ 
mon  the  morning  of  the  5.9th  of  April  aforefaid, 
having  been  difmiffed  by  the  Officers  above-men¬ 
tioned,  and  law  a  large  body  of  regular  troops  -ad¬ 
vancing  towards  Lexington  common,  many  0“ 
whom  were  then  difperling.  I  heard  one  of  the 
regulars,  whom  I  took  to  be  an  Officer,  fay, 
“  damn  them,  we  will  have  them,”  and  imme¬ 
diately  the  regulars  ffiouted  aloud,  run  and  bred 
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on  the  Lexington  company,  which  did  not  fire  a 
gun  before  the  regulars  difcharged  on  them. 
Light  of  the  Lexington  company  were  killed 
while  they  were  difperfing,  and  at  a  confiderable 
di fiance  from  each  other,  and  many  wounded,  and 
“It no  a  fpectatoi,  I  narrowly  efcaped  with  my  life, 

ELIJAH  SANDERSON.” 

Lexington,  April 23,  1775. 

“  I  Thomas  Rice  Willard,  of  lawful  age,  do 
teftify  and  declare,  that  being  in  the  houfe  of 
Daniel  Harrington,  of  faid  Lexington,  on  the 
19th  infant,  in  the  morning,  about  half  an  hour 
before  fun-rife,  looked  out  at  the  window  of  faid 
houfe,  and  faw  (as  I  fuppofe)  about  four  hundred 
regulars  in  one  body,  coming  up  the  road,  and 
marched  towards  the  North  part  of  the  common, 
back  of  the  meeting-boufe  of  faid  Lexington, 
and  as  foon  as  faid  regulars  were  againft  the  eaffc 
end  of  the  meeting-houfe,  the  commanding  of¬ 
ficer  faid  fomething,  what  I  know  not,  but  upon 
that  the  regulars  ran  till  they  came  within  about 
eight  or  nine  rods  of  about  an  hundred  of  the  mi¬ 
litia,  of  Lexington,  who  were  collected  on  faid 
common,  at  which  time  the  militia  of  Lexington 
difperfed,  then  the  officers  made  an  huzza,  and 
the  private  loldiers  fucceeded  them,  dire&ly  after 
this  an  officer  rode  before  the  regulars,  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  body,  and  hallowed  after  the 
militia  of  faid  Lexington,  and  faid,  “Laydown 
your  arms,  damn  you,  why  don’t  you  lay  down 
your  arms,”  and  that  there  was  not  a  gun  fired 
till  the  militia  of  Lexington  were  difperfed,  and 
further  faith  not. 

THOMAS  RICE  WILLARD.” 

Lexington ,  25/f  April,  1775. 

“  Simon  Winfhip,  of  Lexington,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  and  province  of  Maffachufetts- 

Bay, 
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Bay,  New-England,  being  of  lawful  age,  tefti- 
fieth  and  faith,  that  on  the  19th  of  April,  inftant, 
about  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  as  he  was 
paffing  the  public  road  in  faid  Lexington,  peace¬ 
ably  and  unarmed,  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
diftant  from  the  meeting-houfe  in  Lid  Lexington, 
he  was  met  by  a  body  of  the  King’s  regular  troops, 
and  being  flopped  by  iome  officers  of  faid  troops, 
was  commanded  to  difmount  upon  afking  why 
he  mull  difmount,  he  was  obliged  by  force  to 
quit  his  horfe,  and  ordered  to  march  in  the  midft 
of  the  body,  and  being  examined  whether  he  had 
been  warning  the  minute  men,  he  anfwered  no, 
but  had  been  out',  and  was  then  returning  to  his 
father’s.  Said  Winfhip  further  teftifies,  that  he 
marched  with  laid  troops  till  he  came  within  about 
half  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  laid  meeting-houfe, 
where  an  officer  commanded  the  troops  to  halt, 
and  then  to  prime  and  load  ;  this  beiftg  done  the 
faid  troops  marched  on  till  they  came  within  a 
few  rods  of  Capt,  Parker’s  company,  who  were 
partly  collected  on  the  place  of  parade,  when  faid 
Winfhip  obferved  an  Officer  at  the  head  of  faid 
troops,  flourifhing  his  fword,  and  with  a  loud 
voice  giving  the  word  fire  !  fire  !  which  was  in- 
ffantly  followed  by  a  difcharge  of  arms  from  faid 
regular  troops,  and  faid  Winfhip  is  pofitive,  and  in 
the  moll  folemn  manner  declares,  that  there  was 
no  difcharge  of  arms  on  either  fide  till  the  word 
fire  was  given  by  faid  Officer  as  above. 

SIMON  WINSHIP.” 

Lexington,  April  2$th,  1775. 

“  I  John  Parker,  of  lawful  age,  and  com¬ 
mander  of  the  militia  in  Lexington,  do  teftify  and  . 
declare,  that  on  the  19th  inflant,  in  the  morning, 
about  one  of  the  clock,  being  informed  that  there 
were  a  number  of  regular  Officers  riding  up  and 
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de'.vn  tne  road,  flopping  and  mlulting  people  as 
tney  palied  the  i.oad;  and  alio  was  informed  that 
a  number  of  regular  troops  were  on  their  march 
from  Bofton,  in  order  to  take  the  province  ftores 
at.  Concoid,  ordered  our  militia  to  meet  on  the 
Common  in  fa  id  Lexington,  to  confult  what  to 
do,  and  concluded  not  to  be  dilcovered,  nor  med-* 
die  or  make  witn  laid  regular  troops  (if  they  fhould 
approach)  unlefs  they  fhouid  infult  or  moleft  us ; — - 
and  upon  their  ludden  approach  I  immediately 
ordered  our  militia  to  difperfe  and  not  to  Fire.— 
immediately  laid  troops  made  their  appearance 
and  rushed  furioufly,  fired  upon  and  killed  eight 
of  our  party,  without  receiving  any  provocation 
therefore  from  us. 

JOHN  PAPvKER,” 

Lexington,  April  24,  1 774. 

“  I  John  Robins,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  tel- 
tif y  and  fay,  that  on  the  19th  inft.  the  company 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  John  Parker,  being 
drawn  up  (fometime  before  fun-rife)  on  the  green 
or  common,  and  I  being  in  the  front  rank,  there 
fuddenly  appeared  a  number  of  the  King’s  troops, 
about  a  thoufand  as  I  thought,  at  the  alliance  of. 
about  60  or  70  yards  from  us  huzzaing,  and  on 
a  quick  pace  towards  us,  with  three  officers  in 
their  front  on  horfe-back  and  on  full  gallop  to¬ 
wards  11s,  the  foremofi  of  which  cried,  throw 
down  your  arms  ye  villains,  ye  rebels !  upon  which 
fil’d  company  difperling,  the  foremofi  of  the  three, 
officers  ordered  their  men,  laying  fire,  by  God 
lire  !  at  which  moment  we  received  a  very  heavy 
and  dole  fire  from  them,  at  which  inffant,  being 
wounded,  I  fell,  and  feveral  of  our  men  were 
fhot  dead  by  me.  Capt.  Parker’s  men  i  believe 
had  not  then  fired  a  gun,  and  further  the  deponent 
laith  not. 


JOHN  ROBINS.”  ' 


Lexington 
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Lexington,  April  25,  1775* 
£e  We,  Benjamin  Tidd,  of  Lexington,  and  Jo- 
feph  Abbot,  of.Lincoln,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex,  and  colony  of  MalTacbufett’s-Bay,  in  New- 
England,  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that 
on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  April  inftant,  about 
five  o’clock,  being  on  Lexington  Common,  and 
mounted  on  horfes,  we  faw  a  body  of  regular 
trdops  marching  up  to  the  Lexington  Company, 
which  was  then  difperfing :  foon  after  the  regulars 
fired,  firft  a  few  guns  which  we  took  to  be  piftols, 
from  fome  of  the  regulars  who  were  mounted  on 
horfes,  and  then  the  laid  regulars  fired  a  volley  or 
two,  before  any  guns  were  fired  by  the  Lexington 
Company  ;  our  horfes  immediately  ffarted,  and  we 
rode  off.  And  further  fay  not. 

BENJAMIN  TIDD. 
JOSEPH  ABBOT.” 

Lexington,  April  25,  17 

<c  We,  Nathaniel  Mullokin,  Philip  Ruffell,  Mo* 
fes  Harrington,  jun.  Thomas  and  Daniel  Harring¬ 
ton,  William  Grimes,  William  Tidd,  Ilaac  Haft- 
ings,  Jonas  Stone,  jun.  James  Wyman,  Thaddeus 
Harrington,  John  Chandler,  Jofibua  _Reed,  jun. 
Jofeph  Simonds,  Phinehas  Smith,  John  Chandler, 
jun.  Reuben  Lock,  Joel  Viles,  Nathan  Reed, 
Samuel  Tidd,  Benjamin  Lock,  Thomas  Winihip, 
Simeon  Snow,  John  Smith,  Mofcs  Harrington  the 
3d,  Jofhua  Reed,  Ebenezer  Parker,  John  Har¬ 
rington,  Enoch  Wellington,  John  Hornier,  Ilaac 
Green,  Phinehas  Stearns,  Ifaac  Durant,  and  Tho¬ 
mas  Headly,  jun.  all  of  lawful  age,  and  inhabitants 
of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  co¬ 
lony  of  the  Maffichufett’s-Bay,  in  New  England, 
do  teftify  and  declare,  that  on  the  19th  of  April  in- 
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fhant,  about  one  or  two  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
being  informed  that  feveral  officers  of  the  regulars 
had  the  evening  before  been  riding  up  and  down  the 
road,  and  had  detained  and  infulted  die  inhabitants 
paffing  the  fame  j  and  alfo  undemanding  that  a 
body  of  regulars  were  marching  from  Boilon  to- 
wards^Concord,  with  intent  (as  it  was  fuppofed)  to 
take  the  Bores  belonging  to  the  colony  in  that 
town,  we  were  alarmed,  and  having  met  at  the 
place  of  our  company’s  parade,  were  difmiffed  by 
our  captain,  John  Parker,  for  the  preient,  with 
orders  to  be  ready  to  attend  at  the  beat  of  the  drum. 
We  further  teftify  and  declare,  that  about  five 
o  clock  tn  the  morning,  hearing  our  orurn  beat,  we 
proceeded  towards  the  parade,  and  foon  found ’that 
a  large  body  of  troops  were  marching  towards  us  : 
feme  of  our  company  were  coming  up  to  the  pa¬ 
rade,  and  others  "had  reached  it,  at  which  time  the 
company  began  to  difperfe  :  whilft  our  backs  were 
turned  on  the.  troops  we  were  fired  on  by  them,  and 
a  dumber  of  our  men  were  inftantiy  ' killed  and 
wounded.  Not  a  gtin  was  fired  by  any  perfon  in  our 
company  on  the  legulars  to  our  knowledge,  before 
they  fired  on  us,  and  they  continued  filing  until 
we  had  all  made  our  efcape. 

Sighed,  by  each  of  the  above  Deponents .” 


Lexington ,  i^th  of  April,  1775, 
“  We,  Nathaniel  Parkhurrt,  Jonas  Parker, 
John  Mumoe,  jun.  Jo/in  Winfliip,  Solomon 
Pierce,  John  Muzzy,  Abner  Meeds,  John  Bridge, 
jun.  Ebenezer  Bowman,  William  M unroe,  the  3d,' 
Micah  Hagar,  Samuel  Saunderfon,  Samuel  Haf- 
tings,  and  James  Brown  of  Lexington,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  and  colony  of  Maffachufett’s- 
Bay,  in  New-England>  and  all  of  lawful  age,  do 
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teftify  and  fay,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  of  April  inilant,  about  one  or  two  o’clock, 
being  informed  that  a  number  of  regular  officers  had 
been  riding  up  and  down  the  road  the  evening  and 
night  preceding,  and  that  fome  of  the  inhabitants 
as  they  were  paffing,  had  been  infulted  by  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  flopped  by  them;  and  being  alfo  informed 
that  the  regular  troops  were  on  their  march  from 
Botlon,  in  order  (as  it  was  faid)  to  take  the  Colony 
(lores,  then  depofited  at  Concord,  we  met  on  the 
parade  of  our  company  in  this  town  ;  after  the  com¬ 
pany  had  collected,  we  were  ordered  by  Capta-.n. 
Parker  (who  commanded  us)  to  difperfe  for  the 
prefent,  and  to  be  ready  to  attend  the  beat  of  the 
drum,  and  accordingly  the  company  went  into 
houfes  near  the  place  of  parade.  We  further  te- 
ftify  and  fay,  that  about  five  o’chock-in  the  morning 
we  attended  the  beat  of  our  drum  and  were  formed 
on  the  parade,  we  were  faced  towards  the  regulars 
then  marching  up  to  us,  and  fome  of  our  company 
were  coming  to  the  parade  with  their  backs  towards 
the  troops,  and  others  on  the  parade  began  to  dif¬ 
perfe  when  the  regulars  fired  on  the  company,  before 
a  gun  was  fired  by  any  of  our  company  on  them. 
Th  ey  killed  eight  of  oar  company  and  wounded  fe- 
veral,  and  continued  their  fire  until  we  had  all  made 
pur  elcape.  Signed  by  each  of  the  above  deponents 

Lexington,  April  25,  1775. 
;i  I  Timothy  Smith,  of  Lexington,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  and  colony  of  Maflachufett’r- 
Bay,  in  New-England,  being  of  lawful  age,  do 
teliify  and  declare,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  of  April  inilant,  being  on  Lexington  com¬ 
mon  as  a  fpedtator,  I  faw  a  large  body  of  regular- 
troops  marching  up  towards  the  Lexington  com- 
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pany  then  difperfing,  and  likewife  faw  the  regular 
troops  fire  on  the  Lexington  company  before  the 
latter  fired  a  gun  ;  I  immediately  ran,  and  a  volley 
^as  uiftharged  at  me,  which  put  me  in  imminent 
danger  of  lofing.  my  life  •  I  form  returned  to  the 
common  and  faw  eight  of  the  Lexington  men  who 
vvere  killed  and  lay  bleeding  at  a  confiderable  di- 
i  ance  fiom  each  other  j  and  1'cveral  were  bounded, 
and  further  faith  not.  1  TIMOTHY  SMITH.’ 

•  •  :  .  \  Lexington,  April.  2 5,  1775. 

We  Levi  Mead  and  Levi  Harrington,  both  of 
Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  colony 
of  MafTachufett’s-Bay,  in  New- England,  and  of 
lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th  of  April,  being  on  Lexington 
common 5  as  fpebtators,  we  faw  a  large  body  of 
regular  troops  marching  up  towards  the  Lexington 
company,  and  iome  of  the  regulars  on  horfes,  whom 
we  took  to  be  officers,  fired  a  piftol  or  two  on  the 
Lexington  company,  which  was  then  difperfing  ; 

1  nefe  were  the  fir  it  guns  that  were  fired,  and  they 
were  immediately  followed  by  feveral  yollies  from 
the  regulars,  by  which  eight  men  belonging  to  the 
faid  company  were  killed,  and  feveral  wounded. 

‘  ■  LEVI  HARRINGTON, 

LEVI  MEADG 
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Lexington ,  April  25,  17750 
f  William  Draper,  of  lawful  age,  and  an  in¬ 
habitant  of  Colrain,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire, 
and  colony  of  Maflachufett’s-Bay,  in  New-England, 
do  teftify  and  declare,  that  being  on  the  parade  of 
faid  Lexington,  April  19th  inftant  about  half  an 
hour  before  fun-rife,  the  King’s  regular  troops  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  meeting-houfe  of  Lexington,  Capt. 

Parker's 
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Parker’s  company,  who  were  drawn  up  back  of 
jfaid  meeting-houfe  on  the  parade,  turned  from  fald 
troops,  making  their  efcape  by  difperfing ;  in  the 
mean  time  the  regular  troops  made  an  huzza  and 
ran  towards  Capt.  Parker’s  company,  who  were 
difperfing,  and  immediately  after  the  huzza  was 
made  the  commanding  officer  of  faid  troops  (as  j 
took  him)  gave  the  command  to  the  faid  troops, 
“  fire!  fire!  damn  you  fire  !’’  and  immediately 
they  fired  before  any  of  Captain  Parker’s  company 
fired,  I  then  being  within  three  or  four  reels  of  faid 
regular  troops,  And  further  lay  not. 

:  r  s:  WILLIAM  DRAPER.” 

,  .  '"•»  «  t  ■<  1 
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Lexington,  April 23, 177 5* 
<c  I  Thomas  Feffenden,  of  lawful 
and  declare,  that  being  in  a  pafture  near  the  meet¬ 
ing-houfe,  at  faid  Lexington,  on  Wednesday  lad, 
at  about  half  an  hour  before  fun-rife,  I  fay  a  num¬ 
ber  of  regular  troops  pafs  fpeedily  by  faid  meetings 
houfe,  on  their  way  towards  a  company  of  militia 
of  faid  Lexdngton,  who  were  aiTetnbled  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  about  one  hundred  in  a  company,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  eighteen  or  twenty  rods  from  laid  meeting- 
houfe  ;  and  after  they  had  pafied  by  faid  meeting- 
houfe,  I  faw  three  officers  on  horfe-back  advance 
to  the  front  of  faid  regulars,  when  one  of  them, 
being  within  fix  rods  of  the  faid  militia,  cried  out, 
“  difperfe  you  rebels  immediately,”  on  which  he 
brandiffied  his  fword  over  his  head  three  times ; 
mean  while  the  fecond  officer,  vrho  was  about  two 
rods  behind  him,  fired  a  pifiol,  pointed  at  faid  mi¬ 
litia,  ’and  the  regulars  kept  huzzaing  till  he  had 
finished  brandishing  his  Iwcrd,  and  when  he  had 
thus  finiflhed  brandifihing  his  (word,  he  pointed  it 
down  towards  faid  militia,  and  immediately  on 

which 
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iciiuy,  mat  as  loon  as  ever  the  officer  cried  “  dif- 
perfe,  you  rebels,”  the  faid  company  of  militia  dif- 
perfed  every  way  as  faft  they  could,  and  whiU 


THOMAS  'FESSENDEN.'* 


t  Lincoln,  April  23,  177  c. 

.  \  Joiln  Bateman,  belonging  to  the  fifty- feeond 
regiment,,  commanded  by  Col.  Jones,  on  Wednef- 
day  morning,  on  the  19th  day  of  Aoril  infiant,  was 
m  the  party  marching  to  Concord/  being  at  Lex- 
mgton,  in  the  county  of  Middjefex,  being  nGh  the 
meeting-houfe  in  faid  Lexington,  there  was  a  fmall 
party  of  men  gathered  together  in  that  place,  when 
our  laid  troops  marched  by,  and  I  teftify  and  de¬ 
clare  that  I  heard  the  word  of  command  given  to 
the  troops  to  fire,  and  fome  of  faid  troops  did  fire, 
and  I  faw  one  of  faid  fmall  party  lay  dead  on  the 
giOund  nigh  faid  meeting-houfe;  and  I  teftify  that 
i  never  heard  any  of  the  inhabitants  fo  much  as 


fire  one  gun  on  laid  troops. 


JOHN  BATEMAN.” 

k  : 


Lexington,  April  23,  1 773. 


“  We  John  Hoar,  John  Wbithead,  Abraham 
Garfield,  Benjamin  Monroe,  Ifaac  Parks,  William 
Hofrner,  John  Adam?,  Gregory  Stone,  all  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  Maffachufett’s- 
Lay,  all  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  fay,  that  on 
Wednefday  laft  we  were  affembled  at  Concord  in 
the  morning  of  faid  day,  in  confequence  of  infor- 
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were  on  their  march  to  the  faid  town  of  Concord, 
who  had  kiiied  fix  men  at  the  town  of  Lexington  j 
about  an  hour  afterwards  we  faw  them  approach¬ 
ing,  to  the  number,  as  we  apprehended,  of  about 
twelve  hundred,  on  which  we  retreated  to  a  hill 
about  eighty  rods  back,  and  the  faid  troops  then  took 
pofieffion  of  the  hill,  where  we  were  firft  ported  ; 
prefently  after  this  we  faw  the  troops  moving  to¬ 
wards  the  North  Bridge,  about  one  mile  from  the 
faid  Concord  meeting-houfe,  we  then  immediately 
went  before  them  and  paffed  the  bridge  juft  before 
a  party  of  them,  to  the  number  of  about  two  hun¬ 
dred,  arrived;  they  there  left  about  one  half  of  their 
two  hundred  at  the  bridge,  and  proceeded  with  the 
reft  towards  Col.  Barrett’s,  about  two  miles  from 
the  faid  bridge ;  we  then  teeing  feveral  fires  in  the 
town,  thought  the  houfes  in  Concord  were  in  dan¬ 
ger,  and  marched  towards  the  faid  bridge,  and  the 
troops  that  were  ftationed  there,  obferving  our  ap¬ 
proach,  marched  back  over  the  bridge  and  then 
took  up  fome  of  the  planks ;  we  then  haftened  our 
march  towards  the  bridge,  and  when  we  had  got 
near  the  bridge  they  fired  on  our  men,  firft  three 


guns,  one  after  the  otlier,  and  then  a  confiderable 
number  more ;  and  then,  and  not  before  (having 
orders  from  our  commanding  officer  not  to  fire  till 
we  were  fired  upon)  we  fired  upon  the  regulars  and 
they  retreated.  On  their  retreat  through  the  town 
of  Lexington  to  Charleftawn,  they  ravaged  and  de- 
ftroyed  private  property,  and  burnt  three  houfes, 
one  barn,  and  one  ffiop 

Signed  by  each  of  the  above  deponents 


Lexington ,  April  23,  1775* 

“  We,  Nat  nan  Barret,  Captain,  Jonathan  Far** 
rar,  Jofeph  Butler,  and  Francis  Wheeler,  Lieute¬ 
nants, 
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iiarits,  John  Barret,  Enfign,John  Brown,  SilasWalter, 
Ephraim  Melvin,  Nathan  Buttrick, Stephen  Hofmer,' 
jun.  Samuel  Barret,  Thomas  Jones,  Jofeph  Chandler; 
Peter  Wheeler,  Nathan  Pierce  and  Edward  Rich- 
ardlon,  all  of  Concord  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex,  in  the  province  of  Maffachufett’s- Bay,  of  law-' 
ful  age*  teftify  and  declare,  that  on  Wednefday  the 
19th  inftant,  aboutan  hour  after  fun -rife  we  affem- 
bled  on  a  hill  near  the  Meeting-houfe  in  Concord 
aforefaid,  in  confequence  of  an  information  that  a 
number  of  regular  troops  had  killed  fix  of  our 
countrymen  at  Lexington,  and  were  on  their  march 
to  faid  Concord  :  and  about  an  hour  afterwards  we 
faw  them  approaching,  to  the  number,  as  we  ima¬ 
gine,  of  about  twelve  hundred  ;  on  which  we  re¬ 
treated  to  a  hill  about  eighty  rods  back,  and  the 
aforefaid  troops  then  took  pofieffion  of  a  hill  where 
we  were  firll  polled.  Prefently  after  this  we  faw 
th  em  moving  towards  the  North  Bridge,  about  one 
mile  from  faid  Meeting- h 


oufe. 


we  then  immediate- 
ly  went  before  them,  and  pafied  the  bridge  juft 
before  a  party  of  them,  to  the  number  of  about 
two  hundred,  arrived.  They  there  left  about  one 
half  of  thefe  two  hundred  men  at  the  bridge,  and 
proceeded  with  the  reft  towards  Colonel  Barret’s, 
about  two  miles  from  the  faid  bridge.  We  then 
feeing  feveral  fires  in  the  town,  thought  our  houfes 
were  in  danger,  and  immediately  marched  back  to¬ 
wards  faid  bridge,  and  the  troops  who  wereftationecf 
there,  obferving  our  approach,  marched  back  over 
the  budge,  and  then  took  up  fome  of  the  planks. 
We  then  haftened  our  fteps  towards  the  bridge,- 
and  when  we  had  got  near  the  bridge,  they  fired 
on  our  men,  firft  three  guns  one  after  the  other, 
and  then  a  confiderable  number  more:  upon  which, 
and  not  before,  {having  orders  from  cur  command- 

1  \  o  . 
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jog  Officer  not  to  fire  till  we  were  fired  upon,  we 
fired  upon  the  regulars,  and  they  retreated..  At 
Concord  and  on  their  retreat  through  Lexington, 
they  plundered  many  houfes,  burnt  three  at  Lex¬ 
ington,  together  with  a  (hop  and  barn,  and  com¬ 
mitted  damage  more  or  lefs  to  almoft  every  houfe 

from  Concord  to  Charleftown. 

'  Signed  by  the  above  Deponents . 

“  We,  Jofeph  Butler  and  Eph  raim  Melvin,  do 
teftify  and  declare,  that  when  the  regular  troops 
fired  upon  our  people  at  the  North  bridge  in  Con¬ 
cord,  as  related  in  the  foregoing  depoiitions,  they 
fhot  one,  and  we  believe  two,  or  our  people,  befoie 
we  fired  a  fingle  gun  at  them. 

L*xin*ton  JOSEPH  BUTLER, 

April  23,  1775.  EPHRAIM  MELVIN.” 

Concord,  April  23,  1775. 

“  I,  Timothy  Minot,  junior,  of  Concord,  on 
the  19th  day  of  this  inftant  April,  after  that  I  had 
heard  of  the  regular  troops  firing  upon  Lexington 
men,  and  fearing  that  hoflilities  might  be  commit¬ 
ted  at  Concord  thought  it  my  incumbent  duty  to 
fecure  my  family — After  I  had  fecured  my  family, 
fome  time  after  that,  returning  towards  my  own 
dwelling,  and  finding  that  the  bridge  on  the  north 
part  of  Laid  Concord  was  guarded,  by  regular  troops, 
being  a  fpeCtator  of  what  had  happened  at  find 
bridge,  declare,  that  the  regular  troops  ftationed  on 
faid  bridge,  after  they  faw  the  men  that  were  col¬ 
lected  on  the  wefterly  fide  of  faid  bridge  marched 
towards  faid  bridge,  then  the  troops  returned  to¬ 
wards  the  eafterly  fide  of  faid  bridge  and  formed 
themfelves,  as  I  thought,  for  regular  fight;  after 
that  they  fired  one  gun,  then  two  or  three  more, 
before  the  men  that  were  ftationed  on  the  wefteriy 

part  of  faid  bridge  fired  upon  them. 

TIMOTHY  MINOT,  junior, 

F  .  Lexington 
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Lexi ng ton ,  April  2  3 ,  1 7  7  ? • 
V  J>  James  Barret,  of  Concord,  Colonel  of  a 
regiment  of  militia  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  do 
teftify  and  fay,  that  on  Wednefday  morning  laft, 
about  day  break,  I  was  informed  of  the  approach  of 
a  number  of  the  regular  troops  to  the  town  of  Con- 
cord,  where  were  feme  magazines  belonging  to 
this  province,  when  there  was  affembieJ  forne  of 
the  militia  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  towns,  I 
oideied  them  to  march  to  the  North  Bridge  (fo 
called)  which  they  had  paffed  and  were  taking  up. 
I  ordered  laid  militia  to  march  to  faid  bridge,  and 
pafs  the  lame,  but  not  to  fire  on  the  King’s  troops, 
unlds  they  were  fir  ft  fired  upon.  We  advanced 
,  near  laid  budge,  when  the  faid  troops  fired  upon 
our  militia  and  killed  two  men  dead  on  the  fpot, 
and  wounded  feveral  others,  which  was  the  firft 
firing  of  guns  in  the  town  of  Concord  :  my  de- 
tachment  then  returned  the  fire,  which  killed  and 
wounded  feveral  of  the  King’s  troops. 

JAMES  BARRET/* 

Lexington ,  April  23,  1775. 

We,  Bradbury  Robinfon,  Samuel  Spring, 

1  haddeus  Bancroit,  all  of  Concord  ;  and  James 
Adams,  of  Lexington,  all  in  the  county  of  Mid¬ 
dlefex,  all  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  fay, 
that  on  Wednefday  morning  Lift,  near  tea 
oi  the  clock,  we  faw  near  one  hundred  of  the  re¬ 
gular  troops,  being  in  the  town  of  Concord  at  the 
North  Bridge  in  laid  town  ^lo  called)  and  having 
paffed  the  fame,  they  were  taking  up  the  faid 
bridge,  when  about  three  hundred  of  our  militia 
were  advancing  toward  faid  bridge,  in  order  to  pafs 
faid  bride,  when,  without  faying  any  thing  to  us, 
they  difeharged  a  number  of  guns  on  us,  which  kil¬ 
led 
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led  two  men  dead  on  the  fpot,  and  wounded  feveral 
others ;  when  we  returned  the  fire  on  them,  which 
killed  two  of  them,  and  wounded  feveral,  which 
was  the  beginning  of  hoftilities  in  the  town  of  Con¬ 
cord.  BRADBURY  ROBINSON, 

SAMUEL  SPRING, 
THADDEUS  BANCROFT, 
JAMES  ADAMS." 

Worcefter,  April  26,  1 775; 

"  Hannah  Bradifh,  of  that  part  of  Cambridge, 
called  Menotomy,  and  daughter  of  Timothy  Paine, 
of  Worcefter,  in  the  county  of  Worcefter,  Efq; 
of  lawful  age,  teftifies  and  fays,  That  about  five 
o’clock  on  Wednefday  laft,  afternoon,  being  in  her 
bed  chamber,  with  her  infant  child,  about  eight 
days  old,  file  was  furprifed  by  the  firing  of  the 
King’s  troops  and  our  people,  on  their  return  from 
Concord,  She  being  weak  and  unable  to  go  out 
of  her  houfe,  in  order  to  fecure  herfeif  and  family, 
they  all  retired  into  the  kitchen,  in  the  back  part  of 
the  houfe.  She  foon  found  the  houfe  furrounded 
with  the  King’s  troops;  that  upon  observation 
made,  at  leaf;  feventy  bullets  were  fhot  into  the 
front  part  of  the  houfe ;  feveral  bullets  lodged  in  the 
kitchen  where  fhe  was,  and  one  paiTed  through  an 
eafy  chair  fine  had  juft  gone  from.  The  door  of  the 
front  part  of  the  houfe  was  broke  open ;  fhe  did 
not  fee  any  foldiers  in  the  houfe,  but  fuppofed,  by 
the  noife,  they  were  in  the  front.  After  the  troops 
-had  gone  off,  fhe  miffed  the  following  things, 
which,  fire  verily  believes,  were  taken  out  of  the 
houfe  by  the  King’s  troops,  viz.  one  rich  btocade 
gown,  called  a  negligee,  one  luteftring  gown,  one 
white  quilt,  one  pair  of  brocade  flioes,  thiee  drifts. 

Fa  -  eight 
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eight  white  aprons,  three  caps,  one  cafe  of  ivory 
knives  and  forks,  and  feveral  other  fmall  articles. 

HANNAH  BRADISH.” 


M^}Tchl%fs-Bay}  w°rcefter&. April  26,  1 775. 


“  Mrs.  Hannah  Bradifh,  the  above  deponent 
maketh  oath  before  us,  the  fubfcribers,  two  of  his 
Majefty’s  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Worcefter,  and  of  the  quorum,  that  the  above  de- 
pofiuon,  acording  to  her  bed:  recoliedfion,  is  the 


truth.'  Which  aepofition  is  taken  in  perpetuam  rei 
memoriam.  THOMAS  STEEL, 

TIMOTHY  PAINE.” 


.  Concord,  April  23,  17 75. 

ce  I  James  Marr,  of  lawful  age,  tedify  and  fay, 
that  in  the  evening  of  the  eighteenth  inflant,  I  re¬ 
ceived  orders  from  George  Hutchinfon,  Adjutant  of 
the  fourth  regiment  of  the  regular  troops  Rationed 
at  Bodon,  to  prepare  and  march  :  To  which  order  I 
attended,  and  marched  to  Concord,  where  I  was 
ordered  by  an  officer  with  about  one  hundred  men, 
to  guard  a  certain  bridge  there ;  while  attending 
that  fervice,  a  number  of  people  came  along,  in 
order,  I  fuppofe,  to  crofs  faid  bridge,  at  which 
time  a  number  of  the  regular  troops  fird:  fired  upon 
them.  JAMES  MARR.” 

A  "  '*  **-*  <4  '  •  t 

Medford,  April 25,  1775. 

“  I  Edward  Thoroton  Gould,  of  his  Majefty’s 
own  regiment  of  foot,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  te- 
ftify  and  declare,  that  on  the  evening  of  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  inftant,  under  the  orders  of  General  Gage, 
I  embarked  with  the  light  infantry  and  grenadiers 
of  the  line,  commanded  by  Col.  Smith,  and  landed 
on  the  marfhes  of  Cambridge,  from  whence  we 

proceeded 
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proceeded  to  Lexington  ;  on  our  arrival  at  that 
place,  we  faw  a  body  of  provincial  troops  armed, 
to  the  number  of  about  fixty  or  feventy  men ;  on 
our  approach,  they  difperfed,  and  foon  after  firing 
began,  but  which  party  fired  firft  I  cannot  exa&ly 
fayr  as  our  troops  rufhed  on  fhouting  and  hazzaing, 
previous  to  the  firing,  which  was  continued  by  our 
troops  fo  long  as  any  of  the  provincials  were  to  be 
feen.  From  thence  we  marched  to  Concord,  on  a 
hill  near  the  entrance  of  the  town,  we  faw  another 
body  of  provincials  affembled,  the  light  infantry 
companies  were  ordered  up  the  hill  to  difperfethem ; 
on  our  approach  they  retreated  towards  Concord  ; 
the  grenadiers  continued  the  road  under  the  hill  to¬ 
wards  the  town.  Six  companies  of  light  infantry 
were  ordered  down  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  bridge 
which  the  provincials  retreated  over ;  the  company 
I  commanded  was  one,  three  companies  of  the  above 
detachment  went  forward  about  two  miles ;  in  the 
mean  time  the  provincial  troops  returned,  to  the 
number  of  about  three  or  four  hundred  :  We  drew 
Up  on  the  Concord  fide  of  the  bridge,  the  provincials 
came  down  upon  us,  upon  which  we  engaged,  and 
cave  the  firft  fire;  this  was  the  firft  engagement 

O  *  o  o 

after  the  one  at  Lexington  ;  a  continued  firing  from 
both  parties  lafted  through  the  whole  day ;  1  myfelf 
was  wounded  at  the  attack  of  the  bridge,  and  am 
now  treated  with  the  greateft  humanity,  and  taken 
ailpoftible  care  of  by  the  provincials  at  Medford. 

EDWARD  THOROTON  GOULD.” 

Lieut.  King’s  own  Regiment. 

»  /  *’  '  4  „  i  ' 

Province  cf  MaJTachufett' s-Bay  \ 

Middlefex  County ,  April  25,  1775.  3  - 

“  Lieut.  Thoroton  Gould,  aforenamed,  perfon- 

ally 
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ally  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  decla¬ 
ration  by  him  fubfcribed,  before  us, 

Thad.  Mason,  Josiah  Johnson,  Simon  Tufts, 
Juftices  of  the  peace,  for  the  county  aforefaid, 
Riorum  unus. 

Province  of  Majfachufet?  s-Bay,  Char  left  own,  ft". 

“  I  Nathaniel  Gorham,  Notary  and  Tabellion 
Public,  by  lawful  authority  duly  admitted  and 
fworn,  hereby  certify,  to  all  whom  it  doth  or  may 
concern,  That  Thadeus  MalTon,  Jofiah  Johnfon, 
and  Simon  Tufts,  Efqrs.  are  three  of  his  Majefty's 
Juftices  of  the  peace  (Quorum  unus )  for  the  county 
of  Middlefex ;  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  is,  and 
ought  to  be  given  to  their  tranfadtions  as  fuch,  both 
in  court  and  out.  In  witnel's  whereof,  I  have  here-' 
unto  affixed  my  name  and  feal,  this  twenty-fixth 
day  of  April,  Anno  Domini,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-flve. 

NATHANIEL  GORHAM,  Notary  Public/’ 

(L.  S.) 

( All  the  above  depofitions  are  fworn  to  before  fu~ 
dices  of  the  Peace,  and  duly  attefed  by  Notaries 
Public,  in  manner  of  the  laf  one.) 

In  Provincial Congrefs,  Watertown,  April 26, 1775. 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  Great-Britain. 

“  Friends  and  Fellow  SubjeBs, 

“  Hoftilities  are  at  length  commenced  in  this 
Colony  by  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Gage,  and  it  being  of  the  greateft  importance,  that 
an  early,  true,  and  authentic  account  of  this  inhu¬ 
man  proceeding  fhould  be  known  to  you,  the  Con¬ 
grefs  of  this  colony  have  tranfmitted  the  fame,  and 
from  want  of  a  feffion  of  the  honourable  Conti¬ 
nental  Congrefs,  think  it  proper  to  addrefs  you  on 
the  alarming  occaficn. 
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“  By  the  cleared  depofitions  relative  to  this 
tranfadion,  it  will  appear  that,  on  the  night  pre¬ 
ceding  the  nineteenth  of  April  inftant,  a  body  of 
the  King’s  troops,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Smith,  were  iecretly  landed  at  Cambridge,  with 
an  apparent  defign  to  take  or  deftroy  the  military 
and  other  llores  provided  for  the  defence  of  this 
colony,  and  depolited  at  Concord.  That  fome  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  colony,  on  the  night  aforefaid, 
whilft  travelling  peaceably  on  the  road  between  Bo¬ 
lton  and  Concord,  were  feized  and  greatly  abufed 
by  armed  men,  who  appeared  to  be  officers  of  Gen. 
Gage’s  army  ;  that  the  town  of  Lexington  by  thele 
means  was  alarmed,  and  a  company  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  muttered  on  the  occalion. — That  the  regular 
troops,  on  their  way  to  Concord,  marched  into  the 
laid  town  of  Lexington,  and  the  faid  company  on 
their  approach  began  to  difperfe. — That  notwith- 
llanding  this,  the  regulars  ruffied  on  with  great 
violence,  and  firft  began  hoftilities,  by  firing  on 
faid  Lexington  company,  wffiereby  they  killed 
eight,  and  wounded  feveral  others.— That  the  re¬ 
gulars  continued  their  fire  until  thofe  of  faid  com¬ 
pany,  who  were  neither  killed  nor  wounded,  had 
made  their  efcape. — That  Col.  Smith  with  the  de¬ 
tachment  then  marched  to  Concord,  where  a  num¬ 
ber  of  provincials  were  again  fired  on  by  the  troops, 
two  of  them  killed  and  feveral  wounded,  before 
the  provincials  fired  on  them,  and  that  thefe  hoftile 
meafures  of  the  troops  produced  an  engagement  that 
Jailed  through  the  day,  in  which  many  of  the 
provincials,  and  more  of  the  regular  troops  were 
killed  and  wounded. 

“  To  give  a  particular  account  of  the  ravages  of 
the  troops,  as  they  retreated  from  Concord  to 
£harleftown,  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  im¬ 
practicable  ; 
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practicable;  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  a  great  number 
of  the  houfes  on  the  road  were  plundered  and  ren¬ 
dered  unfit  for  ufe  ;  feveral  were  burnt ;  women  in 
child-bed  were  driven,  by  the  foldiery,  naked  Into 
the  ftreets ;  old  men  peaceably  in  their  houfes  were 
{hot  dead ;  and  fuch  fcenes  exhibited  as  would 
difgrace  the  annals  of  the  mod  uncivilized  nations, 

“  Thefe,  brethren,  are  marks  of  minifterial 
vengeance  againil:  this  colony,  for  refusing,  with  her 
fifter  colonies,  a  fubmiffion  to  Slavery  ;  but  they 
have  not  yet  detached  us  from  our  Royal  Sovereign. 
We  profefs  to  be  his  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjedts,  and 
lo  hardly  dealt  with  as  we  have  been,  are  full  ready, 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  defend  his  perfon, 
family,  crown,  and  dignity.  Neverthe’efs,  to  the 
Perfection  and  Tyranny  of  bis  cruel  Miniftry  we 
will  not  tamely  fubmitr— appealing  to  Heaven  for 
the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  we  determine  to  die  or  be 

free, 

“  We  cannot  think  that  the  honor,  wiidom,  and 
valour  of  Britons  will  Tufter  them  to  be  long  inadive 
fpedators  of  meafures,  in  which  they  themlelves 
are  lo  deeply  interefted — Meafures  purfued  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  folemn  protefts  of  many  noble  Lords, 
and  expreffed  fenfe  of  confpicuous  Commoners, 
whofe  knowledge  and  virtue  have  long  charac¬ 
terized  them  as  fome  of  the  greateft  men  in  the  na- 
£;on — Meafures  executing  contrary  to  the  intereft, 
petitions,  and  refolves  ot  many  large,  refpedable, 
and  opulent  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs  in  Great 

Britain - Meafures  highly  incompatible  with  ju- 

fdee,  but  (till  purfued  with  a  fpecious  pretence  of 

eafing  the  nation  of  its  burthens - -Me  attires, 

which  if  fuccetsful,  mult  end  in  the  ruin  and  (la- 
very  of  Britain,  as  well  as  the  perfecuted  American 

Colonies.  .£  w 

“  We 
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“  We  fincerely  hope,  that  the  Great  Sovereign 
t>f  the  Univerfe,  who  hath  fo  often  appeared  for  the 
Englifh  Nation,  will  fupport  you  in  every  rational 
and  manly  exertion  with  thefe  Colonies,  for  faving 
it  from  ruin,  and  that  in  a  conftitutional  connection 
with  the  Mother  Country,  we  (hall  loon  be  alto¬ 
gether  a  free  and  happy  people. 

Per  Order , 

'  JOSEPH  WARREN,  Prefident ,  P.  TP 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  have  the  above  de- 
pofitions  and  the  Addrefs  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
Great-Britain  publifhed. 

Refolved,  N.  C .  D.  That  the  Congrefs  will  on 
Monday  next  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of 
America. 

.  Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  Provincial 
Congrefs  of  Maffachufetc’s-Bay  be  referred  to  that 
Committee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  ten  o’clock,  and 
from  thence  to  Saturday* 

SATURDAY,  May  13,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  DcCtor  Ly¬ 
man  H  ill  attended  at  the  door,  as  a  delegate  from 
the  parifh  of  St.  John’s,  in  the  colony  of  Georgia, 
and  dehred  to  know  whether  as  fuch  he  may  be 
admitted  to  this  Congrefs. 

Agreed  unanimoujly.  That  he  be  admitted  as  a 
delegate  from  the  pari  fin  of  St.  John’s,  in  the  colo¬ 
ny  of  Georgia,  fubjedt  to  fuch  regulations  as  the 
Congrefs  (hall  determine,  relative  to  his  voting. 

Mr.  Lyman  Hall  being  accordingly  admitted, 
produced  his  credentials,  which  were  read  and  ap¬ 
proved,  and  are  as  follows : 

G  u  Ta 

M*  .,  M 

•«* 
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“  To  the  honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Congrefs, 
dejigned  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia ,  on  May ,  Anno 
Domini,  1775. 

“  The  Addrefs  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Par  if  of  St* 
John’s,  in  the  Province  of  Georgia. 

“  Gentlemen, 

<c  .To  give  a  particular  detail  of  our  many  drug* 
gles  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  the  many  meetings 
thereby  occafiohed,  and  held  in  this  pa  rid),  the  en¬ 
deavours  we  have  uied  to  induce  the  red  of  this 
province  to  concur  with  us,  the  attendance  of  our 
committee  on  the  provincial  conventions  held  at  Sa¬ 
vannah  in  this  province,  and  particularly  that  of  the 
1 8th  of  January  lad,  with  their  proceedings,  and 
the  reafons  of  our  diffent  from  them,  we  think 
would  be  tedious  to  you,  and  therefore  fend  a  furn- 
mary  abftrad,  which,  with  the  account  that  may 
be  given  by  Lyman  Hall,  Efq;  appointed  a  delegate 
to  reprefent  and  aft  for  this  parifh  in  the  general 
Continental  Congrefs,  to  be  held  in  May  next, 
and  the  tedi  monies  of  the  honourable  delegates  from 
South  Carolina,  we  hope  will  be  fatisfaftory, 

“  Immediately  upon  our  being  honoured  with 
an  anfwer  to  the  reprefen tation  of  our  cafe,  tranf- 
initted  to  the  honourable  Congrefs,  which  fat  at 
-Philadelphia  lad  year,  with  a  copy  of  the  aflbcia- 
tion  there  entered  into,  we  had  a  meeting,  and  our 
proceedings  then  and  lince  that  time,  will  in  brief 
appear  from  the  following  abftrads  of  an  Addrefs 
from  this  parifh  to  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence 
in  Charledown,  South  Carolina,  which  is  as  fol¬ 
lows :  i  :: 

f  v  *  t  ' 

*  Gentlemen,  , 

*  Herewith  will  be  communicated  to  you,  the  fe- 
veral  fle^  s  taken  by  this  parifh  in  their  endeavours 

to 
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to  conform  as  near  as  poffible  to  the  Resolu¬ 
tions  entered  into  by  the  other  Colonies  :  and 
the  particular  meafures  now  adopted,  for  car¬ 
rying  into  execution  the  Continental  Aftocia- 
tion,  which  we  embraced  the  earliefl  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  acceding  to  by  fubfcribing  it;  on  con¬ 
dition  that  trade  and  commerce  with  the  other 
Colonies  be  continued  to  us  the  fubfcribers  ;  and 
thereupon  Ihould  have  immediately  fent  to 
you  for  your  approbation  and  indulgence,  but 
*vere  delayed  by  a  Summons  to  attend  a  Provin¬ 
cial  Congrefs  in  Savannah,  on  the  1 8th  of  January 
lad,  for  the  purpofe,  as  we  underftood,  of  a  gene¬ 
ral  adociation  with  the  other  Colonies,  and  chuf- 
ing  Delegates :  At  which  time  and  place  we  at¬ 
tended,  and  acquainted  the  other  parishes  affem- 
bled  on  that  occaJion,  that  we  had  already  acceded 
to  the  general  AlTociation,  on  condition,  as 
above-mentioned,  and  earneftly  requested  them  to 
do  the  Same.  Had  they  acceded  fully  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  AlTociation,  we  Should  have  had  no  occalion 
to  trouble  you  with  this  Addrefs ;  but  as  they  did 
not,  we  now  apply  to  you,  to  admit  us  the  Sub¬ 
scribers  to  an  alliance  with  you,  requeuing  that 
you  will  allow  trade  and  commerce  to  be  conti¬ 
nued  to  us,  the  fame  to  be  conducted  under  Such 
regulations  and  reftri&ions,  as  ft* all  be  confiltent 
with  the  Continental  AlTociation,  and  which  on 
our  part  we  engage  with  all  polhblc  care  to  keep 
inviolate.  As  we  of  this  Parifti  are  a  body  de¬ 
tached  from  the  reft:  (i.  e.  of  this  province)  by 
our  reSolutions,  and  iufftciently  diftindt  by  local 
Situation,  large  enough  lor  particular  notice,  ad¬ 
joining  a  particular  port,  and  in  that  relpedt, 
capable  of  conforming  to  the  general  AlTociation, 

•  G  2  .if 
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if  connected  with  you,  with  the  fame  fidelity  as  a 
diftant  pariih  of  your  own  province  ;  we  muft  be 
confidered  as  comprehended  within  the  fpirit  and 
equitable  meaning  of  the  Continental  Aifociation, 
and  hope  you  will  not  condemn  the  innocent  with 
the  guilty,  efpecially  when  a  due  feparation  is 
made  between  them. 

*  Give  us  leave  to  add  only,  that  we  wait  your 
anfwer,  ihall  be  glad  of  your  advice,  and  are,  with 
efteem. 


*  Gentlemen, 

*  Yours,  &c.? 

Si.  John's,  C)ih  February,  1775. 

1 

€i  cTo  which  we  received  the  fallowing  Anfwer h* 
<  Gentlemen , 

*  Your  letter,  accompanying  fundry  papers, 
having  been  laid  before  a  very  full  Committee  of 
this  Colony,  and  undergone  the  mqft  mature  deli¬ 
beration  :  I  am?  by  their  defire,  to  acquaint  you, 
that  they  have  the  higheft  fenfe  of  your  arduous 
fluggles  in  favour  of  the  common  caufe  of  Ame¬ 
rica]  and  moft  fincerely  lament  your  prefent  un¬ 
happy  fituation  :  But  would  recommend  a  conti¬ 
nuance  of  your  laudable  exertions,  and  the  lay¬ 
ing  a  ftate  of  your  cafe  before  the  enfuing  Conti¬ 
nental  Congrefs,  as  the  onlv  means  of  obtaining 
relief,  and  to  put  you  in  the  iituation  you  with, 
which  this  Committee  apprehend  to  be  entirely 
out  of  their  power  to  do,  as  it  is  their  opinion, 
that  the  pariih  of  St.  John,  being  part  af  the  Co¬ 
lony  of  Georgia,  (which,  by  not  acceding  to, 
has  violated  the  Continental  Afiociation)  falls  un¬ 
der  the  14th  article  of  the  faid  Aifociation,  no 
part  of  which  any  Committee  can  prefume  to  do 
away,  &c.’ 

Upon 
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s(  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  anfwer,  it  was  feri- 

oufly  confidered  in  what  manner  to  conduct  in 
the  prefent  fituation ;  and  propofed  whether  we 
fhould  immediately  break  off  all  connexion  and 
commerce  with  Savannah,  and  all  other  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  province,  who  have  not  fully  acceded 


to  the  Continental  Aflfociation. 

€i  It  was  confidered,  that  as  we  were  denied 
commerce  with  any  other  Colony,  and  but  one 
merchant  among  us  confiderable  for  dry  goods 
had  figned  our  Aflociation,  and  he  infufficient  for 
a  prefent  fupply,  and  we  utterly  unable  at  prelent 
to  procure  materials  or  manufactures  for  cloath- 
ing  among  ourfelves,  we  mud,  by  luch  a  refb- 
lution,  become  extremely  miferable;  it  was 
therefore  concluded,  that  till  we  could  obtain 
trade  and  commerce  with  fome  other  colony,  it  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  continue  it  in  feme  refpebls 
with  our  own,  and  determined  that  it  be  carried 
on  under  the  following  regulations  : 

“  That  none  of  us  (hall  diredtly  or  indirectly 
purchafe  any  (lave  imported  at  Savannah,  (large 
numbers  of  which  we  underftand  are  there  ex¬ 
pected,)  till  the  fenfe  of  the  Congrefs  (hall  be 
made  known  to  us. 

That  we  will  nqt  trade  at  all  with  any  mer¬ 
chant  at  Savannah  or  elfewhere,  that  will  not  join 
\n  our  aiTociating  Agreement,  otherwife  than  un¬ 
der  the  infpedtion  of  a  Committee  tor  that  pur- 
pofe  appointed,  and  for  fuch  things  only  as  they 
(hall  judge  neceflary,  and  when  they  (hall  think 
sphere  are  neceflary  reafons  for  lo  doing. 

cc  A  Committee  was  then  nominated  and  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fit  weekly  on  Thursdays,  for  the  pur- 
s  afpreftid.  • 

“  It 
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**  It  was  then  refolved,  that  a  delegate  be  Tent 
from  this  parifh  to  the  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at 
Philadelphia  in  May  next,  and  that  Tuefday  the 
2 1  ft  of  March  be  appointed  for  chufing  one. 

“  On  the  faid  21ft  of  March,  at  a  full  meeting 
Lyman  Hall,  Efqj  was  unanimoufly  chofen  to 
reprefent  and  act  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  parifh, 
as  a  Delegate,  at  the  General  Congrefs  to  be  held 
in  Philadelphia  in  May  next,  who  are  determined 
faithfully  to  adhere  to  and  abide  by  the  determi¬ 
nations  of  him  and  the  other  honourable  Mem- 

»  »  >  f  '  g 

bers  of  the  fame. 

-  •  .  V  \  C 

“  Signed  by  order  of  the  inhabit  ant  s9 
By  DANIEL,  ROBERTS,  and  twenty  others^ 

Members  of  the  Committee . 
Midway,  St.  John's  Parifh,  j 
in  the  province  of  Georgia,  i. 

•  'Zthjlpril,  4.  D.  1775.”] 

*  *  W 

A  Petition  from  the  county  of  Frederic,  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  addrefled  to  the  Congrefs,  was  prefented 
and  read. 

Agreed,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Monday. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  9  o’clock. 

MONDAY,  May  15,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Befides  thofe  who  met  at  the  opening  of  th$ 
Congrefs,  the  following  members  attended,  from 
New- York,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wifner,'Mr.  Schuy¬ 
ler,  Mr.  Clinton,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  R.  R. 
Livingfton ;  from  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Wilfon  ; 
from  "Maryland,  Mr.  Stone  and  Mr.  Goldlbo- 
rough. 

Upon  motion.  Agreed ,  That  the  Secretary  be 

allowed  to  employ  I  imothy  Matlack  as  a  clerk^ 

he 


;V>- 
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he  -  having  firft  taken  an  oath  or  affirmation  to 
keep  fecret  the  tranfaftions  of  the  Congrefs,  that 
may  be  entruded  to  him  or  may  come  to  his  know¬ 
ledge. 

The  city  and  country  of  New- York  having, 
through  the  Delegates  of  that  province,  applied 
to  Congrefs  for  advice,  how  to  conduit  them- 
felves  with  regard  to  the  troops  expected  there, 
the  Congrefs  took  the  matter  into  confideration. 
During  their  deliberations,  it  became  neceffary 
to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Congrefs  by  Colonies, 
upon  which  a  queftion  arofe,  whether  the  Dele¬ 
gate  from  the  parilh  of  St.  John’s,  in  the  Colony 
of  Georgia,  could  be  admitted  to  vote.  After 
fome  debate  on  this  queftion,  the  Delegate  from 
that  parilh  arofe,  and  after  obferving,  that  the 
prelent  diftrefsful  fituation  of  American  affairs  had 
induced  a  neceffity  of  this  Congrefs,  which  was 
compoled  of  Delegates  reprefenting  whole  Colo¬ 
nies;  that  as  he  did  not  reprefent  a  Colony,  but 
only  a  part,  he  did  not  in  lid;  on  giving  a  vote  as  a 
Colony,  but  was  contented  to  hear  and  affift  in 
the  debates,  and  to  give  his  vote  in  all  cafes,  ex¬ 
cept  when  the  fentiments  of  the  Congrefs  were 
taken  by  Colonies. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration 
of  the  matter  referred  to  them;  during  the  debate 
Samuel  Ward,  Efq;  one  of  the  Delegates  from 
Rhode-Ifland,  appeared  and  produced  his  Cre¬ 
dentials,  which  being  read,  were  approved,  and 
are  as  follows: 
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the  Honour  able  STEPHEN  HOPKINS,  E/fi 
and  the  Honourable  SAMUEL  WARD>  EJq^ 

Greeting ,  f  .  \  ' 

Whereas  the  general  Affembly  of  the  Colony 
aforefaid,  have  nominated  and  appointed  you  the 
laid  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel  Ward,  to  re- 
prefent  the  people  of  this  Colony  in  a  General 
Congrefs  of  Reprefematives  from  this  and  the 
other  Colonies,  to  be  holden  in  the  city  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  and  there  in  behall'  of  this  Colony,  to 
meet  and  join  with  the  Commiffioners  or  Dele¬ 
gates  from  the  other  Colonies,  in  conluhmg  upon 
proper  meafures  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  feveral 
adts  of  the  British  Parliament  for  levying  taxes 
upon  his  Majefty’s  fubjedfs  in  America  without 
their  confent,  and  upon  proper  meafures,  to  efta- 
blifh  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Colonies 
upon  a  juft  and  folid  foundation,  agreeable  to  the 
inftrudfions  given  you  by  the  General  Affembly. 

By  virtue  of  an  Adt  of  the  General  Affembly,  I* 
Henry  Ward,  Efq;  Secretary  of  the  faid  Colony, 
have  hereunto  fet  my  hand  and  affixed  the  faid 
feal  of  faid  Colony,  this  feventh  day  of  May, 
A.  D.  i  775,  and  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  moft  facred  Majefty  George  the  Third,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Great-Britain,  &c. 
i  ( Signed J  HENRY  WARD. 

The  matter  under  consideration  being  refumed, 
the  Congrefs 

Refohed,  That  it  be  recommended,  for  the 
prefent,  to  the  inhabitants  of  New-York,  that  if 
the  troops,  which  are  expedled,  fliould  arrive, 
the  faid  Colony  act  on  the  defenfive,  fo  long  as 
may  be  confident  with  their  fafety  and  fecurity  ; 
that  the  troops  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  bar¬ 
racks,  fo  long  as  they  behave  peaceably  and 
quietly,  but  that  they  be  not  differed  to  eredt  for- 

tidcations 
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tifications,  or  take  any  ileps  tor  cutting  off  the 

communication  between  the  town  and  country, 

A  *  * 

and  that  if  they  commit  hoftilities  or  invade  pri¬ 
vate  poverty,  the  inhabitants  thould  defend  them- 
felves  and  their  poverty,  and  repel  force  by  force; 

that  the  warlike  ftores  be  removed  from  the  town ; 

* 

that  places  of  retreat,  in  cafe  of  necertity,  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  woman  and  children  of  New-York; 
and  that  a  fufficient  number  of  men  be  embodied, 
and  kept  in  conftant  readinefs  for  protecting  the 
inhabitants  from  intuit  and  injury. 

Two  memorials,  one  from  Samuel  Shoemaker, 
the  other  from  James  and  Drinker,  merchants  of 
this  city,  refpeding  fome  cargoes  purchafed  by, 
them  and  intended  for  Newfoundland,  but  which 
are  {topped  by  the  Committee  of  this  city,  were 
laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Upon  motion,  Refohed,  That  Mr.  Wafhington, 
Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  the  Delegates 
from  New-York,  be  a  Committee  to  confider 
what  ports  are  neceffary  to  be  occupied  in  the  Co¬ 
lony  of  New-York,  and  that  they  be  ddired  to 
report  as  fpeedily  as  poffible. 

Refohed,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  Commute  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into,  confederation  the  ftate  of  America. 
Adjourned  to  9  o’clock  to-morrow. 


TUESDAY,  May  16,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Memorial  from  Robert  and  John  Murray* 
of  New-York,  was  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and 
read. 

Ordered,  To  he  on  the  table. 

H  Agreeable 


■ 
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Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs 
refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  America,  after 
fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  Prefident  refumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Tilghman  reported  from  the 
Committee,  that  they  had  taken  the  matter  re¬ 
ferred  to  them  into  confideration,  but  not  having 

come  to  any  refolution,  defired  him  to  move  for 
leave  to  fit  again, 

ReJ'olved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow 
again  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole, 

to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  ftate  of 
America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  12  o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  May  17,  1777. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment, 

and  the  order  of  the  day  being  pofiponed  till  to- 
morrow ; 

Upon  motion,  Refolved  unanimoufy ,  That  all 
exportations  to  Quebec,  Nova-Scotia,  the  ifland 
of  St.  John  s,  Newfoundland,  Georgia,  ex¬ 
cept  the  parifh  of  St._  John’s,  and  to  Eafi:  and 
Weil- Florida,  immediately  ceafe,  and  that  no 
ptovifion  or  any  kind,  or  other  necefiaries,  be 
;  urn itlied  to  the  British  fifheries  on  the  American 
coalls,  until  it  be  otherwife  determined  by  the 

o  r  r  J 


Congrefs. 


Ordered^  1  hat  this  be  published  immediately, 
Aajoui  ned  till  to-morrow  at  g  o’clock. 


THURSDAY,  May  18,  i77S. 

The  Cong  mis  met  according  to  adjournment. 

^  1  he  l  ion.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Elcp  from  Rhode- 
Ifland,  and  Patrick  Henry,  Elm  from  Virginia, 


attended  and  took  their  feats  in  Con°rels. 

o 


Upon 
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Upon  motion,  Refolved,  That  the  rules  of  conduA 
to  be  obferved  in  debating  and  determining  quef- 
tions,  laid  down  by  the  laft  Congrefs,  be  adopted 
and  obferved  by  the  prefent  Congrefs. 

The  Prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs  fome 
important  intelligence  he  received  laft  night  by 
exprefs,  relative  to  the  furprizing  and  taking  of 
Ticonderoga,  by  a  detachment  fromMaffachufett’s- 
Bay  and  Connecticut,  which  was  read. 

Upon  motion ,  Agreed,  That  Mr.  Brown  who 
brought  the  exprefs  be  called  in  :  After  he  with¬ 
drew,  the  Congrefs  taking  into  confideration  the 
letters  and  intelligence  communicated  to  them, 

Refolved,  Whe  reas  there  is  indubitable  evidence, 
that  a  defign  is  formed  by  the  Britifh  miniftry,  of 
making  a  cruel  invafion  from  the  province  of 
Quebec  upon  thefe  colonies,  for  the  purpofe  of 
deftroying  our  lives  and  liberties,  and  fome  fteps 
have  actually  been  taken  to  carry  the  faid  defign 
into  execution  ;  and  whereas  feveral  inhabitants 
of  the  northern  Colonies,  refiding  in  the  vicinity 
of  Ticonderoga,  and  immediately  expofed  to  in- 
curfions,  impelled  by  a  juft  regard  for  the  defence 
and  prefervation  of  themfelves  and  their  country¬ 
men,  from  fuch  imminent  dangers  and  calamities, 
have  taken  poflefiion  of  that  poll,  in  which  was 
lodged  a  quantity  of  cannon  and  military  ftores, 
that  would  certainly  have  been  ufed  in  the  intend¬ 
ed  invafion  of  thefe  colonies,  this  Congrefs  ear- 
neftly  recommend  it  to  the  Committees  of  the 
cities  and  counties  of  New-York  and  Albany, 
immediately  to  caufe  the  faid  cannon  and  ftores  to 
be  removed  from  Ticonderoga  to  the  fouth 
end  of  Lake  George,  and,  if  neceftary,  to  apply 
to  the  Colonics  of  New-  Hampfhire,  Maffachufett’s- 
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Bay  and  Connecticut,  for  fuch  an  additional  body 
of  fo;ces  as  will  be  fufficient  to  eftablifh  a  ftrong 
poft  at  that  place,  and  effectually  to  fecure  the 
laid  cannon  and  ftores,  or  fo  many  of  them.  as  it 
may  be  judged  proper  to  keep  there — And  that 
a:i  exact  inventory  be  taken  of  all  iuch  cannon 
and  ftores,  in  order  that  they  may  be  fafely  re¬ 
turned,  when  the  reftoration  of  the  former  har¬ 
mony  between  Great  Britain  and  thefe  Colonies, 
■fo  ardently  wifhed  for  by  the  latter,  fhall  render  it 
prudent  and  confident  with  the  over-ruling  law 
of  felf-prefervation. 

Refohed,  That  this  Congrefs  will,  to-morrow, 
refolve  itfeif  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  ftate  of 
America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 


FRIDAY,  May  19,  177c. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confider  what 
ports  are  neceftary  to  be  occupied  in  the  Colony 
of  New-York,  and  by  what  number  of  troops  it 
will  be  proper  they  fhould  be  guarded,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  being  read,  was  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Con¬ 
grefs  refolved  themfclves  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  continued  fo  to  do,  from  day  to  day,  till 
Wednefday  24th,  on  which  day  the  Hon.  Peyton 
Randolph,  Pielident,  being  under  a  neceffity  of 
returning  home,  and  having  fet  out  this  morning 
early,  the  chair  was  vacant,  whereupon, 
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The  Congrefs  then  refcMved  themfdves  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  Hate  of  America,  and  repeated  the  fame 
on  the  day  following. 

On  FRIDAY,  May  26,  1775. 

r  f 

The  Congrefs  being  met  according  to  adjourn¬ 
ment,  one  of  the  Delegates  from  New- jerfey,  laid 
before  them  a  minute  from  the  journals  of  the 
Affembly  of  that  Colony,  together  with  a  rei'olu- 
tion  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  which 
were  read  as  follows  : 


“  His  Excellency  having  laid  before  the  Houfe 
a  copy  of  the  refolution  of  the  honourable 
*(  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  of  the 
“  20th  of  February,  1775,  containing  a  plan, 
“  formed  for  the  accommodation  of  the  unhappy 
“  differences  between  our  parent  State  and  the 
“  Colonies ;  which  plan,  under  the  prefent  cir- 
“  cumftances,  this  Houfe  could  not  comply  with 
“  and  adopt,  and  yet  this  Houfe  being  delirous 
of  making  ufe  of  all  proper  means  to  effedl  a 
“  reconciliation,  do  recommend  it  to  their  Dele- 
“  gates  to  lay  the  fame  plan  before  the  Continen- 
tal  Congrefs  for  their  confederation.” 

A  true  copy  from  the  Journal, 

RICHARD  SMITH,  Clerk  of  Ajembly 
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Copy  of  a  Refolution  of  the  Houfe  (f  Commons, 

F ebruary  20,  1775. 

,e  Refolded,  That  when  the  Governor,  Council 
and  AfTembly,  or  General  Court  of  any  of  his 
Majefty’s  provinces  or  Colonies  in  America, 
fhall  propofe  to  make  provifion  according  to 
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the  condition,  circumhances,  and  lituations 
of  fuch  province  or  colony,  for  contributing 
their  proportion  for  the  common  defence,  (fuch 
proportion  to  be  railed  under  the  authority  of 
the  General  Court  or  General  Alfembly  of  fuch 
province  or  colony,  and  difpofable  by  Parlia¬ 
ment;  and  fhall  engage  to  make  provision  alfo 
tor  the  lupport  of  the  civil  government  and  the 
adrmnihration  of  juhice  in  fuch  province  or 
colony,  it  will  be  proper,  if  fuch  propofal 
fhall  be  approved  by  his  Majefty  and  the  two 
houies  of  Parliament,  and  for  fo  long  as  fuch 
provihon  fhall  be  made  accordingly,  io  forbear, 
in  rdpect  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  to  levey 
a‘J}'  duty,  tax  oi  affeffment,  except  only  fuch 
duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue  to 
levy  or  to  impofe  lor  the  regulation  of  com¬ 
merce,  the  neat  produce  of  the  duties  lah 
mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of 
fuch  province  or  colony  refpedtively 
Ordered,  1  hat  the  above  be  referred  to  the 

Committee  lor  taking  into  conlideration  the  hate 
of  America. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  conlideration 
the  hate  of  America ;  after  fome  time  fpent 
theiein  the  Prefident  relumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Mard  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they 
.*iud  come  to  lome  resolutions  which  he  was  de¬ 
ni  ed  t:o  report,  but  not  having  finifhed  the  buh- 
nefs  deli  red  him  to  move  for  leave  to  lit  again. 

The  report  from  the  Committee  being  read, 

the  Congt els  came  into  the  following  refolu- 
tions. 

Refolved 
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Refohed  unanimoujly,  That  his  Majefty’s  moft: 
faithful  fubjefts  in  thefe  Colonies  are  reduced  to  a 
dangerous  and  critical  fituaticn,  by  the  attempts 
of  the  Britrfh  Miniffry  to  carry  into  execution, 
by  force  of  arms,  feveral  unconftitutional  and  op- 
preffive  adts  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  for  laying 
taxes  in  America;  to  enforce  the  collection  of 
thofe  taxes,  and  for  altering  and  changing  the 
Conftitution  and  internal  police  of  fome  of  thefe 
Colonies,  in  violation  of  the  natural  and  civil  rights 
of  the  colonifts.  * 

Hoffilities  being  actually  commenced  in  the 
Mafiachufett’s-Bay,  by  the  Britifh  troops  under 
the  command  of  General  Gage,  and  the  lives  of  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  Colony  deftrov- 
ed,  the  town  of  Bofton  having  not  only  been  long 
occupied  as  a  garnfoned  town  in  an  enemy’s 
country,  but  the  inhabitants  thereof  treated  with 
a  feverity  and  cruelty  not  to  be  juflified  even  to¬ 
wards  declared  enemies ;  large  re-inforcements 
too  being  ordered  and  foon  expected,  for  the 
declared  purpofe  of  compelling  thefe  Colonies  to 
fubmit  to  the  operation  of  the  faid  acts ;  that 
therefore,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fecuring  and 
defending  thefe  Colonies,  and  preferving  them  in 
fafety  againft  all  attempts  to  carry  the  faid  aCis 
into  execution  by  force  of  arms,  thefe  Colonies 
be  immediately  put  into  a  ftate  of  defence. 

But  as  we  moft  ardently  with  for  a  reftoration 
of  the  harmony  formerly  fubfifting  between  our 
mother  country  and  thefe  Colonies,  the  interrup¬ 
tion  of  which  mud,  at  all  events,  be  exceedingly 
injurious  to  both  countries,  that  with  a  fincere 
defign  of  contributing  by  all  the  means  in  our 
power,  not  incompatible  with  a  juft  regard  for 
the  undoubted  rights  and  true  interefts  of  thefe 
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Colonies,  to  the  promotion  of  this  mod:  defireable 
reconciliation,  an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefy. 

Refolved ,  That  meafures  be  entered  into  for 
opening  a  negociation,  in  order  to  accommodate 
the  unhappy  difputes  fub lifting  between  Great- 
Britain  and  thefe  Colonies,  and  that  this  be  made 
a  part  of  the  petition  to  the  King. 

Refolved  unanimoujly ,  That  the  militia  of  New- 
York  be  armed  and  trained,  and  in  conftant  readi- 
nefs  to  a <51  at  a  moment’s  warning ;  and  that  a 
number  of  men  be  immediately  embodied  and  kept 
in  that  city,  and  fo  difpofed  of  as  to  give  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  inhabitants,  in  cafe  any  infuit  fhould 
be  offered  by  the  troops,  that  may  land  there,  and 
to  prevent  any  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  gain 
poffeffion  of  the  city,  and  interrupt  its  intercourfe 
with  the  country. 

Refolved  unanimovfy ,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Provincial  Convention  at  New-York,  to 
perfevere  the  more  vigoroufly  in  preparing  for 
their  defence,  as  it  is  very  uncertain  whether  the 
earned:  endeavours  of  the  Congreis,  to  accommo¬ 
date  the  unhappy  differences  between  Great-Bri- 
tain  and  the  Colonies,  by  conciliatory  meafures, 
will  be  fuccefslul. 

Upon  motion ,  Agreed,  That  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  S. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  Dean,  be  a  Committee  to  pre¬ 
pare  and  bring  in  a  letter  to  the  people  of  Canada. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow 
again  refolvc  itlelf  into  a  Commitee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  lather  consideration  the  ftate  of 
America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 

SATURAY 
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SATURDAY,  May  27,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  Prefident  laid  before  tne  Congrefs  a  letter 
from  the  Convention  of  New-Jerfey,  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole. 


Information  being  given,  that  there  is  a  gentle¬ 
man  in  town  who  can  give  a  full  and  juft  account 
of  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  Canada. 

Ordered ,  That  he  be  introduced,  which  was 
done. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draught  a  letter 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  brought  in  the  let¬ 
ter,  which  was  read,  and  after  fome  debate,  re¬ 
committed  to  the  fame  committee. 

Upon  motion ,  Agreed,  That  Mr.  Wafhington, 
Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Mifflin,  Mr.  Dean,  Mr.  Mor¬ 
ris,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  be  a  Committee,  to  con- 
fider  on  ways  and  means  to  fupply  thele  Colonies 
with  ammunition  and  military  ftores. 

Upon  motion,  The  memorial  of  Robert  Murray 
and  John  Murray,  “  defiring  to  be  reftored  to 
their  former  fituation  with  refpeft  to  their  com¬ 
mercial  privileges,”  was  taken  into  confederation, 
and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Refolved,  That  where  any  perfon  hath  been  or 
(hall  be  adjudged  by  a  Committee,  to  have  violated 
the  Continental  Affociation,  and  fuch  offender 
fhall  fatisfy  the  Convention  of  the  Colony,  where 
the  Offence  was  or  fhall  be  committed,  or  the 
Committee  of  the  parifh  of  St.  John’s,  in  the  co¬ 
lony  of  Georgia,  if  the  offence  be  committed 
there,  of  his  contrition  for  his  offence,  and  fin- 
cere  refolution  to  conform  to  the  Affociation  for 
the  future,  the  faid  Convention  or  Committee,  of 
the  parifh  of  St.  John’s  aforefaid,  may  fettle  the 
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terms ;  upon  which  he  may  be  reftored  to  the 
favour  and  forgivenefs  of  the  public,  and  that  the 
terms  be  publifhed. 

Ordered ,  That  this  be  made  public. 

Refolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  be  poft- 
poned  till  Monday. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  9  o’clock. 

MONDAY,  May  29,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  letter  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Canada  was  re-committed,  brought 
in  the  fame,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  as 
follows :  -  • 

V  '  ‘  -  »  ¥  i  , 

To  the  oppreffed  INHABITANTS  of  CANADA. 

Friends  and  Countrymen , 

Alarmed  by  the  defigns  of  an  arbitrary  miniftry 
to  extirpate  the  rights  and  liberties  of  all  Ame¬ 
rica,  a  ienfe  of  common  danger  conipired  with 
the  dictates  of  humanity,  in  urging  us  to  call 
your  attention,  by  our  late  Addrefs,  to  this  very 
important  object. 

Since  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war,  we  have 
been  happy  in  confidering  you  as  fellow  fubjedts, 
and  from  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  plan, 
for  fubjugating  the  Continent,  we  have  viewed 
you  as  fellow-lufterers  with  us.  As  we  were  both 
entitled  by  the  bounty  of  an  indulgent  Creator  to 
freedom,  and  being  both  devoted,  by  the  cruel 
edidts  of  a  defpotic  adminiftration,  to  common 
ruin,  we  perceived  the  fate  of  the  protellant 
and  catholic  Colonies  to  be  ftrongly  linked  toge¬ 
ther,  and  therefore  invited  you  to  join  with"  us  in 
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refolving  to  be  free,  and  in  rejecting,  with  difdain, 
the  fetters  of  flavery,  however  artfully  polifhed. 

We  rnoft  fincerely  condole  with  you  on  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  that  day,  in  the  courfe  of  which,  the  fun 
could  not  fhine  on  a  fingle  free~man  in  all  your 
extenfive  dominion.  Be  affured  that  your  unme¬ 
rited  degration  has  engaged  the  moft  unfeigned 
pity  of  your  filler  Colonies  ;  and  we  flatter  our- 
lelves  you  will  not,  by  tamely  bearing  the  yoke, 
fuller  that  pity  to  be  fupplanted  by  contempt. 

When  hardy  attempts  are  made  to  deprive  men 
of  rights  bellowed  by  the  Almighty,  when  ave¬ 
nues  are  cut  through  the  moil:  iolemn  compacts 
for  the  admiffion  of  defpotifm,  when  the  plighted 
faith  of  government  ceafes  to  give  fecurity  to  loyal 
and  dutiful  fubjedfs  5  and  when  the  infidious  ftra- 
tagems  and  manoeuvres  of  peace  become  more 
terrible  than  the  fanguinary  operations  of  war,  it 
is  high  time  for  them  to  afier.t  thofe  rights,  and, 
with  honeft  indignation,  oppofe  the  torrent  of 
oppretiion  rufhing  in  upon  them. 

Bv  the  introduction  of  your  prefent  form  of  go¬ 
vernment,  or  rather  prefent  fornl  of  tyranny,  you 
and  your  wives  and  your  children  are  made  Haves. 
You  have  nothing  that  you  can  call  your  own,  and 
all  the  fruits  of  your  labour  and  induftry  may  be 
taken  from  you,  whenever  an  avaricious  Governor 
and  a  rapacious  Council  may  incline  to  demand 
them.  You  are  liable  by  their  edicts  to  be  ttanf- 
ported  into  foreign  countries,  to  fight  battles,  in 
which  you  have  no  interefi,  and  to  (pill  your  blood 
in  conflicts  from  which  neither  honour  noi  emo¬ 
lument  can  be  derived  :  Nay-,  the  enjoyment  of 
your  very  religion,  on  the  prelent  fy  ft  cm,  depends 
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on  a  legislature,  in  which  you  have  no  /hare,  and 
over  which  you  haver.o  controul,  and  your  Priefts 
are  expofed  to  expuliion,  banilbment  and  ruin 
when  ever  their  wealth  and  poffeffions  furnifh 
iumcieni'  temptation.  They  cannot  be  fure  that 
a  virtuous  Prince  will  always  fill  the  Throne,  and 
ibould  a  wicked  or  a  carelefs  King  concur  with  a 
wicked  Mimftry  in  extracting  the  treafure  and 
itrength  of  yottr  country,  it  is  impofiible  to  con- 
ceive  to  what  variety  and  to  what  extremes  of 
wretchednefs  you  may,  under  the  prefent  efta- 
biilnrnent,  be  reduced. 

We  are  informed  you  have  already  been  called 
upon  to  wafte  your  lives  in  a  conteft  with  us. 
bhouldyou,  by  complying  in  this  inltance,  aftent 
to  your  new  eftabhlhment,  and  a  war  break  out 
with  fiance,  vour  wealth  and  your  tons  may  be 

lent  to  perith  in  expeditions  againlt  their  iflands 
in  the  Weft-Indies. 

It  cannot  be  prefumed  that  thofe  confiderations 
will  have  no  weight  with  you,  or  that  you  are  fo 
lolt  to  all  xenfe  of  honour.  We  can  never  believe 
that  the  prefent  race  of  Canadians  are  fo  degene¬ 
rated  as  to  profefs  neither  the  fpirit,  the  gallantry, 
or  the  courage  of  their  anceftors.  You  certainly 
will  not  permit  the  infamy  and  difgrace  of  fuch 
pu  illammity  to  reft  on  your  own  heads,  and 
the  conlequences  of  it  on  your  children  forever. 

We  foi  our  parts  are  determined  to  live  free  or 
not  at  all,  and  are  refolved  that  pofterity  Shall  ne¬ 
ver  reproach  us  with  having  brought  Haves  into 

Peimit  us  again  to  repeat  that  we  are  your 
iriends,  not  your  enemies,  and  be  not  .impofed 
upon  by  thofe,  who  may  endeavour  to  create  ani- 
mofities.  The  taking  of  the  fort  and  military 
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ilores  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point,  and  the 
armed  veil'd  s  on  the  lake,  was  didtated  by  the 
great  law  of  felf-prefervation.  They  were  in¬ 
tended  to  annoy  us,  and  to  cut  off  that  friendly 
intercourie  and  communication,  which  has  hi¬ 
therto  fubiificd  between  you  and  us.  We  hope  it  has 
given  you  no  uneafinefs,  and  you  may  rely  on  our 
ailurance,  that  thele  Colonies  will  purfueno  mea¬ 
sures  whatever,  but  fuch  as  friendship  and  a  re¬ 
gard  for  our  mutual  fafety  and  interefl  may  fuggeft. 

As  our  concern  for  your  welfare  entitles  us  to 
your  friendship,  we  prefume  you  will  not,  by 
doing  us  injury,  reduce  us  to  the  difagreeable  ne- 
ceflity  of  treating  you  as  enemies. 

We  yet  entertain  hopes  of  your  uniting  with 
us  in  the  defence  of  our  common  liberty,  and 
there- is  yet  reafon  to  believe,  that  Ihould  we  join 
in  imploring  the  attention  of  our  Sovereign,  to 
the  unmerited  and  unparalleled  oppreflions  of  his 
American  fubjeds,  he  will  at  length  be  undeceiv¬ 
ed,  and  forbid  a  licentious  Miniltry  any  longer  to 
riot  in  the  ruins  of  the  Rights  of  mankind.” 

Ordered,  That  the  above  letter  be  figned  by  the 
Prelident. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinfon  and  Mr.  Muflin 
be  a  Committee  to  get  the  letter  tranflated  into 
the  French  language,  and  to  have  one  thoufand 
copies  of  it,  fo  tranHated,  printed,  in  order  to  be 

fent  to  Canada  and  difperfed  among  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  there. 

Upon  motion,  Rejolved,  That  no  provifions  or 
neceflaries  of  any  kind  be  exported  to  the  Illand 
of  Nantucket,  except  from  the  Colony  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  the  Convention  of  which  Colony 
is  delired  to  take  meafures  for  effe&ually  provid¬ 
ing  the  faid  illand,  upon  their  application  to  pur- 
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.chafe  the  fame,  with  as  much  provifion,  as  lhall 
be  neceffary  for  its  internal  ufe  and  no  more. 

The  Congrefs  deeming  it  of  great  importance 
to  North- America,  that  the  Britifh  fifhery  fhould 
not  be  furnifhed  with  provifions  from  the  Conti¬ 
nent  through  Nantucket,  earneftly  recommend 
a  vigilant  execution  of  this  refolve  to  all  Com¬ 
mittees. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  refolve  be  immediately 
publicised. 

As  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  the  Colonies 
renders  it  highly  neceffary  that  ways  and  means 
fhould  be  devifed  for  the  fpeedy  and  fecure  con¬ 
veyance  of  intelligence  from  one  end  of  the  Con¬ 
tinent  to  the  other, 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr. 
Lee,  Mr.  Willing,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  P. 
Livinefton,  be  a  Committee  to  confider  the  beft 

O  7  .  # 

means  of  eftablifhing  polls  for  conveying  letters 
and  intelligence  through  this  continent. 

Refolved ,  That  the  order  of  the  day  be  poll- 
polled  till  to-morrow. 

fyjourned  till  to-morrow  at  g  o’clock. 

TUESDAY,  May  30,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Member  informed  the  Congrefs,  that  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  juft  arrived  from  London,  had  brought 
with  him  a  paper,  which  he  fays  he  received  from 
Lord  N  orth,  and  which  was  written,  at  the  de- 
lire  of  his  Lordfhip,  by  Mr.  Gray  Cooper,  Un¬ 
der-Secretary  to  the  Treafury,  and  as  the  Gentle¬ 
man  underltood  it  to  be  his  Lordfhip’s  defire  that 
it  fhould  be  communicated  to  the  Congrels,  for 
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that  purpofe  he  had  put  it  into  his  hands.  The 
Member  farther  obferved,  that  he  had  fhewn  the 
paper  to  a  Member  near  him,  who  was  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Cooper, 
and  that  he  verily  believes  the  paper  was  written 
by  Mr.  Cooper. 

The  paper  being  read,  is  as  follows  : 

That  it  is  earnefily  hoped  by  all  the  real  friends 
of  the  Americans,  that  the  terms  exprefled  in  the 
Refolution  of  the  20th  of  Feb.  laft,  will  be  ac¬ 
cepted  by  all  the  Colonies,  who  have  the  leaft  af¬ 
fection  for  their  King  and  country,  or  a  juft  fenfe 
of  their  own  intereft. 

That  thefe  terms  are  honourable  for  Great- 
Britain,  and  fafe  for  the  Colonies. 

That  if  the  Colonies  are  not  blinded  by  faftion, 
thefe  terms  will  remove  every  grievance  relative 
to  taxation,  and  be  the  balls  of  a  compact  between 
the  Colonies  and  the  Mother  Country. 

That  the  people  in  America  ought,  on  every 
contideration,  to  be  fatisfied  with  them. 

That  no  further  relaxation  can  be  admitted. 

✓ 

The  temper  and  fpirit  of  the  nation  are  lo 
much  againft  conceilions,  that  if  it  were  the  in¬ 
tention  of  Adminiftration,  they  could  not  carry 
the  queftion. 

But  Adminiftration  have  no  fuch  intention,  as 
they  are  fully  and  firmly  perfuaded,  that  further 
conceffions  would  be  injurious  to  the  Colonies  as 
well  as  to  Great-Britain. 

That  there  is  not  the  leaft  probability  of  a 
change  of  Adminiftration. 

That  they  are  perfectly  united  in  opinion,  and 
determined  to  purfue  the  molt  effectual  meafures, 
and  to  ufe  the  whole  force  of  the  kingdom,  ft  if 
'  be 


(  ) 

be  found  neceffary,  to  reduce  the  rebellious  and 
refractory  Provinces  and  Colonies. 

There  is  fo  great  a  fpirit  in  the  nation  againft 
the  Congrefs,  that  the  people  will  bear  the  tem¬ 
porary  did  relies  of  altoppage  of  theAmerican  trade. 

They  may  depend  on  this  to  be  true. 

Ordered ,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Con¬ 
grefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  conlideration  the  Hate  of 
America,  and  continued  fo  to  do  the  day  follow¬ 
ing,  when  after  fome  time,  the  Prefident  relumed 
the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  from  the 
Committee,  that  they  had  proceeded  in  the  bull— 
nefs,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclufion,  de- 
f  red  him  to  move  for  leave  to  lit  again. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow 
again  refolve  itlelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  conlideration  the  Hate 
of  America. 

A  letter  from  Col.  Arnold,  dated  Crown-Point, 
May  23,  1775,  was  laid  before  the  Congrefs,  in¬ 
forming,  that  he  had  certain  intelligence,  that 
“  on  the  19th  there  were  then  400  regulars  at  St. 
John's,  making  all  polhble  preparation  to  crofs 
the  lake,  and  expected  to  be  joined  by  a  number 
ol  Indians,  with  a  delign  of  retaking  Crown-Point 
and  Ticonderoga,”  and  earneltly  calling  for  a 
reinforcement  and  fupplies.  This  letter  being 
taken  into  conlideration.  \ 

Refolved,  That  the  governor  of  Connecticut  be 
requeued  immediately  to  fend  a  llrong  reinforce¬ 
ment  to  the  garrifons  of  Crown-Point  and  Ticon¬ 
deroga,  and  that  fo  many  of  the  cannon  and  other 
fores  be  retained,  as  may  be  necelfary  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  defence  of  thole  polls,  until  further  order 

from 
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fiom  this  Congrefs,  and  that  the  Provincial  Con¬ 
vention  of  New- York  be  informed  of  this  Refolve, 
and  defired  to  furnifh  thofe  troops  with  provifions 
and  other  necefiary  ftores,  and  to  take  effectual  care 
that  a  fufficieru  number  of  Batteaus  be  immediately 
provided  for  the  lakes. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  refolve  be  immediately 
tranfmitted  in  a  letter  by  the  Prelident,  to  Governor 
Trumbull  and  the  Convention  at  New-York. 

Ordered ,  That  the  Prelident  in  his  letter  acquaint 
Governor  Trumbull  that  it  is  the  defire  of  the  Con- 

r 

grefs  that  he  fhould  appoint  a  perfon,  in  whom  he 
can  confide,  to  command  the  forces  at  Crown- 
Point  and  Ticonderoga. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 

I  f  .  * 

THURSDAY,  June  I,  1 775. 

I 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment* 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confider  ways  and 
tneans  to  fupply  thefe  Colonies  with  ammunition 
and  military  ftores,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole. 

Upon  motion,  Refolved,  That  it  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  government  of  Connecticut,  or  the 
General  of  the  forces  of  that  Colony,  to  appoint 
CommilTaries  to  receive  at  Albany  and  forward  the 
fupplies  of  provifions,  for  the  forces  on  Lake 
Champlain,  from  the  Provincial  Convention  of 
New-York,  and  that  the  faid  Convention  ufe  their 
utmoft  endeavours  in  facilitating  and  aiding  the 
tranfportation  thereof,  from  thence  to  where  the 
faid  CommilTaries  may  diredt. 

K  As 
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As  this  Congrefs  has  nothing  more  in  view  than 
the  defence  of  thefe  Colonies, 

Refolved ,  That  no  expedition  or  incurfion  ought 
to  be  undertaken  or  made,  by  any  Colony  or  body 
of  Colonies,  againft  or  into  Canada ;  and  that  this 
Refolve  be  immediately  tranfmitted  to  the  comman¬ 
der  of  the  forces  at  Ticonderoga. 

Ordered That  the  above  Refolve  be  tranflated 
into  the  French  language,  and  tranfmitted,  with 
the  I  etter,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada. 

Ordered,  That  the  P  ref  dent  tranfrnit  a  copy  of 
the  above  to  New- York,  and  the  other  Colonies 


bordering  on  Canada. 


A  petition  from  the  committee  reprefenting  the 
people  in  that  part  of  Auguila  county,  in  the  Co¬ 
lony  of  Virginia,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Allegheny 
Mountain,  was  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read, 
intimating  “  fears  of  a  rupture  with  the  Indians, 
on  account  of  Lord  Dunmore’s  conduct,”  and  de- 
firing  15  Commiffioners  from  the  colony  of  Virginia, 
and  province  of  Pennfylvania,  to  attend  a  meeting 


of  the  Indians  at  Pittfburg,  on  behalf  of  thefe 


Colonies.” 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  referied  to  the  De¬ 
legates  of  the  Colonies  of  Virginia  and  Pennfyl¬ 


vania. 


The  Congrefs  then,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  refolved  itfelfinto  a  Committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  America,  and 
after  fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  Prefident  refumed 
the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  that  they  had  taken  the  matters  referred  to 
them  into  conlideration,  but  not  having  yet  come 
to  a  conclulion,  delired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit 
again. 

Refolved , 
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Refohed,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  again 
re  (hive  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  ftate  of 
America. 

xAdjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 

FRIDAY,  June  2,  j  775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  letter 
from  the  Provincial  Convention  of  Maffiichufett’s- 
Bay,  dated  May  16,  which  was  read,  fetting  forth 
the  difficulties  they  labour  under,  for  want  of  a  re¬ 
gular  form  of  government,  and  as  they  and  the 
other  Colonies  are  now  compelled  to  raile  an  army 
to  defend  themfelves  from  the  butcheries  and  deval- 
tations  of  their  implacable  enemies,  which  renders 
it  ftill  more  neceffary  to  have  a  regular  eftablifhed 
government,  reauefting  the  Congrefs  to  favour  them 
with  “  explicit  advice  refpeding  the  taking  up  and 
exerciling  the  powers  of  civil  government,”  and 
declaring  their  readinel's  to  “  fubmit  to  fuch  a  ge¬ 
neral  plan  as  the  Congrefs  may  direct  for  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  or  make  it  their  great  iludy  to  eflablifh  fuch  a 
form  of  government  there,  as  ffiall  not  only  pro¬ 
mote  their  advantage,  but  the  union  and  intereft  of 
all  America. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  farther  con- 
•  * 

fideration. 

Dodler  Beniamin  Church  being  diredled  by  the 
Convention  of  Maffachuiett’s-Bay,  to  confer  with 
the  Congrefs  refpedting  fuch  other  matters,  as  may 
be  neceflary  to  the  defence  of  that  Colony,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  ftate  of  the  army  therein, 

Ordered ,  That  he  be  introduced. 

V  '  K  2 
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After  he  withdrew,  an  exprefs  arriving  with  dif- 
patches  from  Maffachufett’s-Bay,  the  Prefident  laid 
before  the  Congrefs  letters  from  the  Conventions  of 
that  Colony  and  New-Hampffiire,  alfo  from  Go¬ 
vernor  Trumbull,  which  were  read. 

Upon  Motion,  Refohed,  That  no  bill  of  ex¬ 
change,  draught  or  order  of  any  officer  in  the  army 
or  navy,  their  agents  or  contradtors,  be  received  or 
negotiated,  or  any  money  fuppiied  to  them  by  any 
per 'on  in  America. 

Tli at  no  provilions  or  necefiaries  of  any  kind,  be 
furnifhed  or  lupphed  to  or  for  the  ufe  of  the  Britifh 
army  or  navy,  in  the  colony  of  Maffiachufett’s-Bay. 

That  no  veffel  employed  in  tranfporting  Britifh 
troops  to  America,  or  from  one  part  of  Ncrth- 
America  to  another,  or  warlike  ftores  or  provdions 
for  faid  troops  be  freighted  or  furnifhed  with  provi- 
fions  or  any  neceiiaries,  until  further  orders  from 
this  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  refolvesbe  immediately 
publiffied. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  poflponed,  the  Con¬ 
grefs  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 


SATURDAY,  June  3,  1775. 

i.  s  a 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  New-York, 
together  with  fundry  letters  and  papers  enclofed, 

>y,  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and 

read. 

Ordered ,  To  lie  pn  the  table. 

The  letter  from  the  Convention  of  Maffachufett’s, 
dated  the  1 6th  of  May,  being  again  read. 

Refolved \ 

-r  ‘  i 
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"Refolvcd, That  a  Committee  of  fiveperfonsbechofen 
Jo  confider  the  fame,  and  report  what  in  their  opinion 
is  the  proper  advice  to  be  given  to  that  Convention. 

The  following  perfons  were  chofen  by  ballot,  to 
compofe  that  Committee,  viz.  Mr. J. Rutledge,  Mr. 
Johnfon,  Mr.  jay,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appoint¬ 
ed,  to  draught  a  petition  to  the  King. 

That  another  Committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great- 
Britain. 

That  another  Committee  of  four  be  appointed 
to  prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 

That  another  Committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  bring  in  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  the  inhabi- 
tants  of  Jamaica. 

That  another  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  an  eftimate  of  money  necefifary  to  be  railed. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  chuf'e  by  ballot 
the  feveral  Committees,  when  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr. 
Johnfon,  Mr.  j.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr. 
'Franklin,  were  elected  to  compofe  the  firft  ;  Mr. 
Lee,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingfton,  and  Mr.  Pendleton, 
for  the  fecond  ;  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  W.  Livingfton, 
Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams,  for  the  third  ; 
Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Wilfon,  and  Mr.  Lynch,  for 
'the  fourth;  and  Mr.  Wafhington,  Mr.  Schuyler, 
Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Cufhing,  and  Mr.  Hughes,  for 


the  fifth. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  nine  o’clock. 

On  Monday  and  Tuefday  the  Congrefs  met  and 
adjourned,  to  give  the  Committees  time  to  bring  in 
their  report. 

WEDNESDA  Y,  June  7,  1775. 

The  Congrefs  met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  Committee  appointed  to  make  an  eftimate 

pf 
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of  the  money  neceffiary  to  be  raifed,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole. 

On  motion,  Refolved,  That  Thurfday  the  20th  of 
July  next,  be  obferved  throughout  the  Twelve  Uni¬ 
ted  Colonies  as  a  day  of  humiliation,  faffing  and 
prayer,  and  that  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Paine,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  refolve  for 
that  purpofe. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  advice  in 
anfwer  to  the  letter  from  the  Convention  of  Mafla- 
chufett’s-Bay,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  confideration. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day, '  the  Congrefs 
refolved  themfelves  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the  ftate  of 
America  ;  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  Pre- 
fident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  proceeded  in  the  bufinefs 
referred  to  them,  but  not  having  come  to  a  conclu- 
fion,  delired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow 
again  refolve  themfelves  into  >a  Committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  their  farther  confideration  the 
fate  of  America.  And  that  this  be  a  Handing  or¬ 
der  till  the  bufinefs  is  compleated. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 

T  H  U  R  S  D  A  Y,  June  8,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  a  Major 
Skene,  with  fome  other  officers,  who  arrived  laft 
evening  in  a  veflel  from  London,  were,  with  their 
papers,  in  the  cuftody  of  the  troops  of  this  city  ; 
that  the  (aid  Skene  has  lately  been  appointed  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  forts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown 
Point ;  that  one  of  the  officers  with  him  is  a  lieu-* 

tenant 
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tenant  in  the  regulars  now  in  the  province  of  Que¬ 
bec  ;  and  moreover,  that  the  faid  Skene  had  decla¬ 
red,  that  he  has  authority  to  raife  a  regiment  in  A- 
merica ;  from  all  this,  apprehending  that  the  faid 
Skene  is  a  dangerous  partizan  of  Adminiftration, 
and  that  his  papers  may  contain  intelligence  of  mi- 
nifterial  defigns  againft  America,  very  important  to 
be  known. 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  papers  of  the  faid  Skene  and  Lieutenant, 
in  their  prefence. 

That  the  Committee  confift  of  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Mifflin. 

That  the  faid  Committee  be  upon  honour  to 
conceal  whatever  of  a  private  nature  may  come  to 
their  knowledge  by  fuch  examination  ;  and  that 
they  communicate  to  this  Congreis  what  they  fhall 
difcover  relative  to  the  prefent  difpute  between 
Great  Britain  and  America. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  being  fpent  in  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  on  the  ftate  of  America,  the 
Congrefs  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 

V 

FRIDAY,  June  9,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  letter  from 
the  Convention  of  MalTachufett’s-Bay  being  again 
read,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolution  : 

Refolved,  That  no  obedience  being  due  to  the 
A dt  of  Parliament  for  altering  the  Charter  of  the 
Colony  of  Maffachufett’s-Bay,  nor  to  the  Governor 
or  Lieutenant  Governor,  who  will  not  obferve  the 
directions  of,  but  endeavour  to  fubvertthat  Charter, 
the  Governor  and  Lt-Governor  of  that  Colony  are 
to  be  confidered  as  abfent*  and  their  offices  vacant ; 

and 
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and  as  there  is  no  Council  there,  and  the  inconifc- 
niencies  arifing  from  the  fufpenfion  of  the  powers  of 
government  are  intolerable,  efpecially  at  a  time 
when  General  Gage  hath  ad u ally  levied  war  and  is 
carrying  on  hoftilities  sgainft  his  Majefty’s  peaceable 
and  loyal  fubjedts  of  that  colony  ;  that,  in  order  to 
conform  as  near  as  may  bs  to  "the  fpirit  and  fub- 
ftance  of  the  Charter,  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Provincial  Convention  to  write  letters  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  ;.he  feveral  places,  which  are  intituled  to  re¬ 
presentation  in  Affembly,  requeuing  them  to  chufe 
inch  representatives,  and  that  the  Affembly,  when 
chofen,  do  elect  Counfellors;  and  that  fuch  Aflem- 
biy  or  Council  exercile  the  powers  of  government, 
until  a  Governor  of  his  Maj e fry’s  appointment,  will 
confent  to  govern  the  colony  according  to  its  charter.- 
Ordered ,  That  the  Prefident  tranfmit  a  copy  of 
the  above  to  the  Convention  of  MaffachufettVBay, 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 


SATURDAY,  June  io,  1775.- 

1  1  -  V  ^ 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Sundry  letters  from  Maffachufett’s-Bay,  Ticon- 
deroga,  Crown-Point,  &c.  being  laid  before  the 
Congrefs,  were  read,  and  the  fame  being  taken 
into  confederation,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  Resolutions : 

Refohcd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral 
towns  and  diftridts  in  the  colonies  of  MafBchufett’s- 
Bay,  New  Id  amp  (hi  re,  Rhode-Uland  and  Provi¬ 
dence  plantations,  Connecticut,  New-York,  and 
the  eaftern  divifion  of  New-Jerfey,  to  colled!  all  the 

Salt- 
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Salt-Petre  afttl  Brimftone  in  their  ieveral  towns  and 

-  diftriits,  and  tranfmit  the  fame,  with  all  pofllbie 

difpatch,  to  the  Provincial  Convention  at  New- 
.York. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Provincial  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  colony  of  New- York,  to  have  the 
powder-mills  in  tnat  colony  put  into  fuch  a  condi¬ 
tion,  as  immediately  to  manufacture  into  powder, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  continent,  whatever  materials 
may  be  procured  in  the  manner  above  directed. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committees  of 
theweftern  diviflon  of  New-Jerfey,  and  of  the  co¬ 
lonies  of  Pennfylvania,  Lower  counties  on  Dela¬ 
ware  and  Maryland,  that  they,  without  delay,  col¬ 
lect  the  Salt-Petre  and  Sulphur  in  their  refpeCtive 
colonies,  and  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  Committee 
fQr  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  to  the  end 
that  thofe  articles  may  be  immediately  manufactured 
into  Gun-Powder  for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Conventions  and 
Committees  of  the  colonies  of  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina  and  South-Carolina,  that  they,  without 
delay,  coIleCt  the  Salt-Petre  and  Sulphur  in  their 
refpeCtive  colonies,  and  procure  thefe  articles  to  be 
manufactured  as  foon  as  poffible  into  Gun-powder 
for  the  ufe  of  the  continent. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  United  Colonies,  who  are  pofleffed 

-  of  Salt-Petre  and  Sulphur  for  their  own  ufe,  to  dii- 

pofe  of  them  for  the  purpofe  of  manufacturing  Gun- 
Powder.  • 

That  the  Salt-Petre  and  Sulphur  collected  in 
confequence  of  the  above  refolves  of  Congrefs,  be 
paid  for  out  of  the  continental  fund. 

That  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr. 

L  Schuyler, 
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Schuyler,  and  Mr.  Johnfon,  be  a  Committee  to 
devife  ways  and  means  to  introduce  the  manufacture 
of  Sait-Petre  in  thefe  colonies. 

The  Committee  for  examining  Governor  Skene’s 
letters,  &c.  having  communicated  to  Congrefs  what 
they  found  relative  to  the  diipute  between  Great 
Britain  and  thefe  colonies. 

Upon  motion ,  Refohed ,  That  Governor  Philip 
Skene,  Lieut.  Patrick  Moncrieff,  and  Mr.  Lundy, 
be  releafed  from  their  prefent  confinement,  and  per¬ 
mitted  to  go  at  large  any  where  within  eight  miles 
of  the  city  between  Delaware  and  Schuylkii,  on 
their  parole  of  honour  not  to  pafs  thofe  limits,  and 
that  they  will  held  no  correfpondence  with  any 
perfon  whatsoever,  on  any  political  fubjeCf. 

That  Mr.  Gadfden  be  added  to  the  Committee 
for  examining  Governor  Skene’s  papers,  and  that 
faid  Committee  have  it  in  charge  to  execute  the 
above  refolve. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  9  o’clock, 
MONDAY,  June  1 2,  1775. 


Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  refolution 
for  a  Fart,  brought  in  their  report,  which  being 
read,  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

As  the  Great  Governor  of  the  World,  by  his  fu- 
preme  and  univerfal  Providence,  not  only  conducts 
the  courfe  of  nature  with  unerring  wifdom  and  rec¬ 


titude,  but  frequently  influences  the  minds  of  men 
to  feivethe  wife  and  gracious  purpofes  of  his  pro¬ 
vidential  Government  ;  and  it  being  at  all  times  our 
inditpenfible  duty  devoutly  to  acknowledge  his  fu- 
perintending  Providence,  efpecially  in  times  of  im¬ 
pending 
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pending  danger  and  public  calamity,  to  reverence 
and  adore  his  immutable  juftice,  as  Well  as  to  im¬ 
plore  his  merciful  interpofition  for  our  deliverance.^ 

Th  is  Congrefs,  therefore,  confidering  the  prelent  cri¬ 
tical  alarming  and  calamitous  ftate  of  thefe  Colonies, 
doearnelhly  recommend thatThurfday,  the  20th  day 
of  July  next,  be  obferved  by  the  inhabitants  of  all 
the  Englifh  Colonies  on  this  continent,  as  a  day  of 
public  Humiliation,  Falling  and  Prayer ;  that  we 
mav,  with  united  hearts  and  voices,  unfeignedly 
confefs  and  deplore  our  many  fins ;  and  offer  up 
our  joint  fupplications  to  the  all-wife,  omnipotent, 
and  merciful  difpofer  of  all  events,  humbly  be- 
feeching  him  to  forgive  our  iniquities,  to  remove 
our  prelent  calamities,  to  avert  thole ,  defolating 
judgments,  with  which  we  are  threatened,  and  to 
blefs  our  rightful  Sovereign  King  George  the  Third, 
and  infpire  him  with  wiidom  to  diicern  and  puifue 
the  true  interell  of  his  fubjerfts,  that  a  fpeedy  end 
may  be  put  to  the  civil  dilcord  between  Gr^at-Bri- 
tain  and  the  American  Colonies  without  further  ef- 
fufion  of  blood  :  And  that  the  Britifh  nation  may 
be  influenced  to  regard  the  things  that  belong  to  bet 
peace ,  before  they  are  hid  from  her  eyes :  That  thefe 
Colonies  may  ever  be  under  the  care  and  protection 
of  a  kind  Providence,  and  be  proipered  in  all  their 
interefts :  That  the  divine  blelling  may  defcend  and 
reft  upon  all  our  civil  rulers,  and  upon  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  in  their  leveral  Afiemblies 
and  Conventions,  that  they  may  be  directed  to  wife 
and  ^ffedtual  meafures  for  preferving  the  union  and 
fecuring  the  juft  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies :  That  virtue  and  true  religion  may  revive  and 
flo'irifh  throughout  our  land:  And  that  all  America 

l  2  may 
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may  foon  behold  a  gracious  interpofition  of  Heaven 
°r.  tp'e  redrefs  of  her  many  grievances,  the  redo- 
ration  of  her  invaded  rights,  a  reconciliation  with 
tiie  parent  -Kate,  on  terms  conftitutional  and  ho¬ 
nourable  to  both  :  And  that  her  civil  and  religious 
privileges  may  be  fecured  to  the  lateft  pofterity  > 

And  it  is  recommended  to  Chriftians  of  all  deno- 

minations  to  affemble  for  public  worfhip,  and  to 

ab  tain  from  fervile  labour  and  recreation  on  faid 
day. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  figned  by 

theu1Pne  Jdent’,  and  a£te^ec*  by  the  Secretary,  and 
puWdhed  in  the  news-papers  and  in  hand-bills. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confederation  the 
ways  and  means  of  railing  money,  and  having  fpent 
thereon  the  remainder  of  the  day  and  the  day  fol¬ 
lowing,  adjourned  till  Wednefday  at  o  o’clock 

WEDNESDAY,  June  14,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Agreeable  to  the  ilanding  order  of  the  day,  the 
Congrefs  refolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  Ame- 
iica,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  thereon,  the  Presi¬ 
dent  refumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported 
that  the  Committee  had  come  to  certain  refoluti- 
ons,  which  he  was  ordered  to  report,  but  not  hav¬ 
ing  come  to  a  conclusion,  thev  delired  him  to  move 
for  leave  to  fit  again. 

f  i  o 

.  !ic  Resolutions  being  read  were  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

Re/o/ved,  i  hat  fix  companies  of  expert  riflemen 
be  immediately  railed  in  Pennfylvania,  two  in  Ma*- 
ryiand,  and  two  in  Virginia  that  each  company 

confifl 
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confift  of  a  Captain,  three  Lieutenants,  four 
Serjeants,^  four  Corporals,  a  Drummer  or  trumpet¬ 
er,  and  fixty-eight  privates. 

.  That  each  company,  as  foon  as  compleated, 
march  and  join  the  army  near  Boflon,  to  be  there 
employed  as  Light  Infant! y,  under  the  command 
of  the  chief  officer  in  that  army. 

That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  privates  be  as 
follows,  viz.  a  captain  twenty  dollars  per  month  • 
a  lieutenant  thirteen  dollars  and  one  third  of  a  dol¬ 
lar  per  month  ;  a  ferjeant  eight  dollars  per  month  ; 
a  corporal  leven  dollars  and  one  third  of  a  dollar  per 
month  ;  a  drummer  or  trumpeter  the  fame  ;  pri¬ 
vates  fix  dollars  and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar  ‘oer 
month  ;  to  find  their  own  arms  and  clothes.  * 

That  the  form  of  the  inlidment  be  in  the  fol¬ 
io  wine  words : 

1  •  have  this  day  voluntarily  inlided 

mylelf  as  a  foidier  in  the  American  Continental 
Army  for  one  year,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged  :  And 
I  do  bind  myfelf  to  conform  in  all  indances  to  fuch 
rules  and  regulations,  as  are  or  ffiall  be  edabiifhed 
for  the  government  of  the  fuid  army. 

Upon  motion,  Refolved,  That  a  Committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  prepare  Rules  and  Regulations 
for  the  government  of  the  army. 

The  following  perfons  were  chofen  to  compofe 
that  Committee,  Mr.  Waffiington,  Mr.  Schuyler 
Mr,  Deane,  Mi.  Cufhing,  and  Mr.  Hewes. 

A  letter  from  the  Convention  of  New- York,  dated 
the  ioch  indant,  refpeding  a  veflel  which  is  dap¬ 
ped  there,  on  fufpicion  of  having  on  board  provi- 
iions  for  the  army  and  navy  at  Bo  don,  was  read 
and  leferred  to  the  Delegates  of  Maffachufeit’s- 
Bay,  Connedicut,  and  New- York. 

Rejohed, 
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Refolved ,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  a- 
gain  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  farther  consideration  the  ways  and 
means  of  railing  money  and  the  date  of  America. 
This  to  be  a  branding  order,  until  the  bulinefs  is 
compleated. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 
THURSDAY,  June  1 5,  1775. 

Met  according  to  ajdournment. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  the  letter  from  the 
Convention  of  New  York  was  referred,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  being  read, 

Rejolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congrefs  be 
given  to  the  Convention  of  New  York,  for  their 

o 

vigilance  in  the  cafe  of  Captain  Coffin’s  veffel,  and 
that  it  be  recommended  to  them  that  the  vehel  be 
unloaded,  and  the  cargo  fafely  bored,  until  all  juft 
fufpicions  concerning  the  deftination  of  it  Shall  be 
removed. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  tranfmitted  by  the 
Prefident,  in  a  letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  of  New  York. 

Agreeable  to  order  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  fome 
time  the  Prefident  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Ward  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  come  to 
fome  farther  refolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to 


report. 


The  report  of  the  Committee  being  read  and 
considered, 

Refohed ,  That  a  General  be  appointed  to  com¬ 
mand  all  the  Continental  forces,  railed  or  to  be 
railed  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty. 

That  five  hundred  dollars  per  month  be  allowed 
for  the  pay  and  expences  of  t 


General. 


The 
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The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  tlie  choice  of  a 
General  by  ballet,  and  George  Washington, 
Efq;  was  unanimoufly  eledted. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

FRIDAY,  June  16,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Prefident  informed  Col.  Wafhington  that 
the  Congrefs  had  yefterday  unanimoufly  made 
choice  of  him  to  be  General  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  American  forces,  and  requeued  he 
would  accept  of  that  employment.  To  which  Col. 
Wafhington,  handing  in  his  place,  anfwered  ; 

Mr.  Prefident , 

“  Though  I  am  truly  fenfible  of  the  high  ho¬ 
nour  done  me  in  this  appointment,  yet  I  feel  great 
diftrefs,  from  a  confcioufnefs  that  my  abilities  and 
military  experience  may  not  be  equal  to  the  exten- 
five  and  important  truft:  However,  as  the  Con¬ 
grefs  defire  it,  I  will  enter  upon  the  momentous 
duty,  and  exert  every  power  I  pofi'efs  in  their  fer- 
vice,  and  for  fupport  of  the  glorious  canfe.  I  beg 
they  will  accept  my  mold  cordial  thanks  for  this  di- 
ftinguifhed  teftimony  of  their  approbation. 

“  But,  left  fome  unlucky  event  fhould  happen 
unfavourable  to  my  reputation,  I  beg  it  may  be  re¬ 
membered  by  every  gentleman  in  the  room,  that  I 
this  day  declare  with  the  uttnoft  fincerity,  1  do  not 
think  myfeif  equal  to  the  command  I  am  honoured 
with. 

“  As  to  pay,  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  allure  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  that  as  no  pecuniary  confideration  could  have 
tempted  me  to  accept  this  arduous  employment,  at 
the  ex  pence  of  my  domeftic  eafe  and  happinefs,  I  do 
not  wilh  to  make  any  profit  from  it.  I  will  keep 
an  exadt  account  of  my  expences.  Thofe  I  doubt 
not  they  will  difeharge,  and  that  is  all  I  defire.” 

•  Refohed 

J  9 
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(So  ) 

Refohed,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
draught  a  Commiffioa  and  Inftrudions  for  the 
General. 

The  perfons  chofen  to  compofe  the  Committee, 
were  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams! 

The  pa  pets  tranfmitted  from  the  Convention  of 
New  York  being  read, 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  five,  and  that  they  report  what  fteps,  in 
their  opinion,  are  neceifary  to  be  taken  for  fecurnw 
and  prelerving  the  friendfnipof  the  Indian  nations. & 

The  following  perfons  chofen  for  this  commit¬ 
tee,  viz.  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Duane 
Mr .  -Wilfon,  and  Mr.  P.-Livingfton. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of 
the  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
came  to  the  following  refolutions : 

f  Rfiolvedy  T hat  two  Major-Generals  be  appointed 
for  the  American  army. 

That  the  pay  of  each  of  the  Major-Generals  be 

ene  hundred  and  fix  ty -fix  Dollars  per  month. 

I  nat  when  any  of  thefe  a<ft  in  a  feparate  de¬ 
partment,  he  be  allowed  for  his  pay  and  expences 
ttrio  hundred  and  thirty  •two  TDollars  oer  month. 

1  hat  there  be  eight  Brigadiers- General. 

That  the  pay  of  each  of  the  Brigadiers- General 
1  em  hundred  and  twenty-five  Dollars  per  month. 

1  hat  there  be  one  Adjutant-General. 

That  his  pay  be  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  Dol¬ 
lars  per  month.  •  - 

That  there  be  one  Commifiary-General  of  /lores 
and  proviiions. 

That  his  pay  be  eighty  Dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  Quarter-IVIafler  General  for 

the  Grand  Army,  and  one  Deputy  under  him  for 
the  feparate  army. 

That 


% 
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That  the  pay  of  the  Quarter-Mailer  General  be 
eighty  Dollars  per  month,  and  that  of  the  Deputy 
forty  Dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  Pay-mailer  General,  and  a 
Deputy  under  him  for  the  army  in  a  feparate  de¬ 
pat  tment  j  that  the  pay  for  the  Payrnaller  General 
himfelf  be  one  hundred  Dollars  per  month,  and  for 
the  Deputy  Payrnaller  under  him  fifty  Dollars  per 
month. 


That  there  be  one  chief  Engineer  at  the  Grand 
Army,  and  that  his  pay  b tfixty  Dollars  per  month. 

That  two  affillants  be  employed  under  him,  and 
that  the  pay  of  each  of  them  be  twenty  Dollars  per 
month. 

That  there  be  one  chief  Engineer  for  the  army 
in  a  feparate  department,  and  two  Affillants  under 
him;  that  the  pay  of  the  chief  Engineer  be  fixty 
Dollars  per  month,  and  the  pay  of  the  Affillants 
each  twenty  Dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  three  Aids  de  Camp  j  and  that 
their  pay  be  thirty  Dollars  per  month  each. 

That  there  be  a  Secretary  to  the  General ;  and 
that  his  pay  be  fixty-fix  Dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  a  Secretary  to  the  Major  General 
adting  in  a  feparate  department,  and  that  his  pay 
be  thirty  three  Dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  a  CommilTary  of  the  Mullers; 

A  letter  from  the  Convention  of  New- York,  re¬ 
ceived  by  exprefs,  was  laid  before  the  Congrefs;  and 
read,  and  the  fame  being  taken  into  conlideration, 

Refolved,  That  the  Provincial  Convention  of  New 
Yo  k  be  delired  immediately  to  apply  to  Governor 
Trumbull  to  order  the  Connecticut  troops  now  fta- 
tioned  at  Greenwich,  Stanford,  and  parts  adjacent, 
to  march  towards  New  York. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’clock. 

M  SATURDAY, 


\ 
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■  SATURDAY,  June  17,  1 77$. 

s.  •  '  i 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draught  a  Com- 
miflion  to  the  General,  reported  the  fame,  which 
being  read  by  paragraphs  and  debated,  was  agreed 
to  as  follows : 

In  CONGRESS. 

C  - 

The  Delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of 
New-Hampfhire,  Maflachufett’s-Bay,  Rhode- 
Illand,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey, 
Pennfvlvania,  the  Counties  of  New-Caftle,  Kent 
and  Sufiex  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North-Carolina  and  South  Carolina. 

To  GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  Efq. 

W  E  repofing  efpecial  truft  and  confidence  in 
your  patriotifm,  valour,  conduct  and  fidelity,  do, 
by  thefe  prefents  conftitute  and  appoint  you,  to  be 
General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  Colonies,  and  of  all  the  Forces  now 
raifed  or  to  be  raifed  by  them,  and  of  all  others, 
who  fhall  voluntarily  offer  their  fervice,  and  join 
the  faid  army  for  the  defence  of  American  Liberty, 
and  for  repelling  every  hoftile  invafion  thereof  : 
And  you  are  hereby  veiled  with  full  power  and 
authority  to  aft  as  you  fhall  think  for  the  good  and 
welfare  of  the  fervice. 

And  we  do  hereby  ftriCtly  charge  and  require 
all  officers  and  foldiers  under  your  command,  to  be 
obedient  to  your  orders,  and  diligent  in  the  exercife 
of  their  feveral  duties.  And  we  do  alfo  enjoin  and 
require  you,  to  he  careful  in  executing  the  great 
truft  repo  fed  in  you,  by  caufing  ftriCt  difeipline 
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and  order  to  be  obferved  in  the  army,  and  that  the 
foldiers  be  duly  exercifed  and  provided  with  ail 
convenient  neceffaries. 

And  you  are  to  regulate  your  conduit  in  every 
refpedt  by  the  rules  and  difcipline  of  war  (as  here¬ 
with  given  you)  and  punctually  to  obferve  and  fol¬ 
low  fuch  orders  and  directions  from  time  to  time, 
as  you  fhall  receive  from  this  or  a  future  Congrefs 
of  thefe  United  Colonies  or  Committee  of  Con- 

grefs.  , 

This  Commiffion  to  continue  in  force,  until  re¬ 
voked  by  this  or  a  future  Congrefs. 

By  Order  of  the  Congrefs. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  fairly  transcribed, 
figned  by  the  Prefident,  attefted  by  the  Secretary, 

and  delivered  to  the  General. 

Refolved  unanimoujly •  Whereas  the  Delegates  of 
all  the  Colonies  from  Nova-Scotia  to  Georgia,  in 
Congrefs  affembled,  have  unanimoufly  chofen 
George  Wafhington ,  Efq;  to  be  General  and  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  fuch  forces  as  are  or  (hall  be 
l-aifed  for  the  maintenance  and  prefervaticn  of  Ame¬ 
rican  Liberty  ;  this  Congrefs  doth  now  declare, 
that  they  will  maintain  and  affift  him,  and  adhere 
to  him  the  faid  George  Wathington,  with  their 

lives  and  fortunes  in  the  fame  caufe. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  or 

the  Officers  in  the  army  by  ballot. 

Artemus  JVard ,  Efq,  was  chofen  firfl  Major  Ge¬ 
neral. 

Horatio  Gates,  Efq:  Adjutant  General. 

Refolved ,  That  Horatio  Gates,  Efq;  now  chofen 
Adjutant  General,  fhall  have  the  rank  of  Brigadier 

General. 

Charles  Lee ,  Efq;  fecond  Major  Genera 
Adjourned  till  Monday  at  9  0 


MON- 
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M  O  ND  A  Y,  June  19,  i77r. 

Met  according  to  adjournment* 

1  JhC,  Pr1ffiJdent  laic!  before' tbe  Congrefs  fundry 
letters  he  had  received  from  Maffachufett’s-Bay  and 

Liew-York,  which  were  read.  3 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr. 
J.  Adams,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  General 
L<  e,  and  t°  inform  him  of  his  appointment,  and 

xn-nd^  hlS  anfw£r  wbetber  be  wiH  accept  the  com, 

^--omn^ittee  returned  and  reported,  that 
they  had  waited  on  General  Lee,  and  in, 
formed  him  of  his  appointment,  and  that 
he  gave  for  anfwer,  “  That  he  had  the  higheft 
lenfe  of  the  honour  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
Congrefs  5  that  no  effort  in  his  power  fhall  be 
wanting  to  ferve  the  American  caufe.” 

.  The  le“ers  from  Maflachufett’s-Bay  being  taken 

.int0.  conhderation,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing  refolve  : 

*  Ibal  tbe,Governor  of  Connecticut  be  requefled 

to  dire^L  ad  the  forces  railed  in  that  colony,  not  em¬ 
ployed  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown -Point,  or  re¬ 
commended  by  this  Congrefs  to  be  marched  to, 
wards  New- York,  to  be  immediately  fent  to  join 
the  combined  army  before  Bofton  :  And  it  is  ear¬ 
nestly  recommended  to  the  colony  of  Rhode- Ifland 
and  to  the  provincial  Convention  of  New-Hamp  * 
me,  to  feijd  immediately  to  the  army  before 
°  on,  uch  of  the  forces  as  are  already  embodied' 
towards  their  quotas  of  the  troops-  agreed  to  be 
raifed  by  the  New-England  colonies. 

Motved  That  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and 
Mr.  J.  Adams,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  the' 

'  ,rrmf  of, a  commifTion  for  the  Major  Generals, 
aho  for  the  Brigadier  Generals,  and  other  officers  in 

thearm^  Solved 
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Refolved ,  That  there  be  four  Major  Generals. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  chufe  the  two 
remaining  Major  Generals,  when  Philip  Schuyler , 
Efq;  was  chofen  third  Major  General,  and  Ifrael 
Putnam ,  Efq;  was  unanimoully  chofen  fourth  Ma¬ 
jor  General.  '  1  . 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form 
of  a  Commiffion  for  the  Major  and  Brigadier  Ge¬ 
nerals,  reported  the  fame,  which  being  agreed. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  made  out, 
figned  by  the  Prefident,  and  attefted  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary,  for  each  of  the  Major  Generals  and  Brigadier 
Generals. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  get  a  number  of 
Commiffions,  with  proper  blanks,  printed  for  the 
other  officers. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Petition 
to  the  King,  reported  a  draught  of  one,  which  was 
read* 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  9  o’clock. 

TUESDAY,  June  20,  1775, 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftruftions 
to  the  General,  reported  the  fame,  which  being 
read  and  debated,  were  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  O’clock. 
WEDNESDAY,  June  21,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment, 

Mr.  Thomas  Jefferfon  appeared  as  a  Delegate 
from  the  colony  of  Virginia,  and  produced  his  cre¬ 
dentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  and  are  as 
follows  ; 

At  a  Convention  of  the  Delegates  for  the  coun¬ 
ties  and  corporations  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  at 
the  town  of  Richmond,  in  the  town  of  Henrico, 
on  Monday,  27th  March,  1775. 

On 
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On  a  motion  made,  Rejolved,  That  Thomas 
Jefferfon,  Efq.  be  appointed  a  deputy  to  represent 
this  colony  in  General  Congrefs,  in  the  room  of  the 
honourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq.  in  cafe  of  the 
non-attendance  of  the  faid  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq. 
Attcji.  JOHN  TAZEWELL,  Clerk  of  Convention. 

At  a  General  Affernbly,  began  and  held  at  the 
Capitol,  in  the  city  of  Williamfburg,  on  Thurfday 
lit  June,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
Lord  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  of 
Great- Britain,  &c.  A.  D.  1775. 

Sr 

Monday ,  fb  June,  ifh  G.  III.  1775- 

Refolved,  N.  C.  P.  That  this  Houfe  doth  en¬ 
tirely  approve  of  the  Proceedings  and  Refolutions 
of  the  Convention  of  Delegates  for  the  counties  and 
corporations,  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  held  at 
Richmond  town,  in  the  county  of  Henrico,  the 
20th  of  March,  1775;  and  that  it  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  all  the  good  people  of  this  colony  ft r idly 
to  conform  to,  and  obferve  the  fame. 

By  the  Houfe  of  Burgefes , 

PEYTON  RANDOLPH,  Speaker, 

t 

Mr.  Henry  informed  the  Congrefs,  that  the  Ge^ 
neral  had  put  into  his  hand  fundry  queries,  to  which 
he  defired  the  Congrefs  would  give  an  anfwer. 

The  queries  being  read  and  debated, 

Rejolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  prepare  proper  anlwers. 

The  perfons  chofen  were  Mr.  Dean,  Mr. 
Henry,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and 

Mr.  Lee. 

On  a  motion  made,  Refolved ,  That  the  General 
be  allowed  three  Aids  de  Camp. 

That 
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That  each  of  the  Major-Generals  have  two  Aids 
de  Camp. 

That  their  pay  be  thirty-three  dollars  per  month 
each.  . 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 

•  ^  t  ”  r  - "  j  *  f  ,  . .  — 
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THURSDAY,  June  22,  1775. 

*  •  t  I 


Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  anfwers  to 
the  General’s  queries,  reported  the  fame,  which 
were  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  came  to  the  following  Refo- 

lutions :  •  . 

Refolded,  That  the  number  of  Brigadier-Generals 
be  augmented  to  eight ;  and  the  fame  were  chofen 
by  ballot  as  follows : 

Seth  Pomeroy,  Efq;  firft  Brigadier-General. 

Richard  Montgomery,  Efq;  lecond  ditto. 

David  Woofter,  Efq;  third  ditto. 

William  Heath,  Elq;  fourth  ditto. 

Jofeph  Spencer,  Efq;  fifth  ditto. 

John  Thomas,  Elq;  fixth  ditto. 

John  Sullivan,  Efq;  feventh  ditto. 

Nathaniel  Green,  Efq;  eighth  ditto, 

Refolved,  That  the  troops,  including  the  volun¬ 
teers,  be  furniffied  with  Camp  equipage  and 
blankets,  where  necefiary,  at  the  Continental  ex¬ 
pence. 

Refolved,  That  the  officers  now  in  the  army,  re¬ 
ceive  their  new  Cotnmiffions  through  tne  hands  of 
:the  General. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  two  millions 
of  Spaniffi  milled  Dollars,  be  emitted  by  the  Con¬ 
grefs  in  bills  of  credit,  for  the  defence  of  America. 
•  '  Refolved , 
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Refolved ,  That  the  Twelve  confederated  Colonies 
be  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  credit, 
now  directed  to  be  emitted.  * 

Upon  motion  made,  Refolved,  That  the  Colony 
of  Pennfylvania  raife  two  more  companies  of  ride- 
men,  and  that  thefe,  with  the  fix  before  ordered  to 
be  by  thepi  raifed,  making  eight  companies,  be 
formed  into  a  battalion,  to  be  commanded  by  fuch 
Field-Officers,  Captains  and  Lieutenants  as  ffiali 
be  recommended  by  the  Afiembly  or  Convention  of 
faid  Colony.  ...  \  ’ 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  9  o’clock. 


TUESDAY,  June  23,  1775* 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  letter  from  Crown-Point,  dated  June  10,  was 
laid  before  the  Congrefs  and  read.  Information 
being  given,  that  two  officers  who  brought  the  let¬ 
ter  were  at  the  door,  and  had  fome  things  of  impor¬ 
tance  to  communicate. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  introduced,  and  they  were 
introduced.  After  they  withdrew,  the  Congrefs 
came  to  the  following  Refolutions,  viz.  & 

Refolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  officer 
commanding  in  the  New- York  department,  to  pro¬ 
cure,  as  foon  as  poffible,  a  lift  of  the  men  employed 
in  taking  and  garrifoning  Crown-Point  and  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  keeping  pofleffion  of  the  lakes,  and 

alfo  of  their  difburfements  in  order  that  they  may 
be  paid.  •  • 

Rejohed,  That  their  pay  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the 
officers  and  privates  in  the  American  army  ;  the 
higheft  of  the  officers  not  to  exceed  that  of  a  Cap¬ 
tain,  and  that  the  pay  commence  the  third  day  of 
May  laft,  and  continue  till  they  are  uifcbarged. 

1 ;  •  -  2  Refolved, 
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Refolded,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Con¬ 
vention  of  New-York,  that  they,  confulting  with 
General  Schuller,  employ  in  the  army  to  be  raifed 
for  the  defence  of  America,  t'nofe  called  the  Green 
Mountain  Boys,  under  fuch  officers  as  the  faid  Green 
Mountain  Boys  fhall  chufe. 

■  On  a  motion  made,  Refolved ,  That  a  Commit¬ 
tee  of  five  be  chofen  to  draw  up  a  Declaration  to  be 
publifhed  by  General  Wafhington,  upon  his  arrival 
at  the  camp  before  Bofton. 

The  Committee  chofen  are  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr. 
W.  Livingfton,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr, 

Johnfon.  ..  ' 

Argeeable  to  order,  the  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  Committe  of  the  whose,  to  take  into  further 
confideration  the  ftate  of  America,  and  after  home 
time  fpent  therein,  the  Prefident  relumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Ward  reported  certain  Refclutions  come 
into  by  them,  and  that  not  having  yetfinifhed,  they 
defired  leave  to  lit  again. 

-  The  Report  of  the  Committee  being  read,  was 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

Refolved ,  That  the  number  and  denomination  of 
the  bills  to  be  emitted,  be  as  follows  : 

49,000  Bills  of  8  Dollars  each  =:  392,000 
‘  49,000  Do.  of  7  Dollars  each  =  343,000 
49,000  Do.  of  6  Dollars  each  —  294,000 
49,000  Do.  of  5  Dollars  each  =  245,000 
49,000  Do.  of  4  Dollars  each  —  196,000 
49,000  Do.  of  3  Dollars  each  =  147,000 
49,000  Do.  of  2  Dollars  each  =  98,000 

49,000  Do.  of  1  Dollar  each  =  49,000 

n,ooo  Do.  of  20  Dollars  each  =  236,000 
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Refolved,  That  the  form  of  the  bills  be  as  foi* 
lows : 

CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY 
N  Dollars. 

THIS  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive 
Spanijb  milled  dollars,  or  the  value  thereof,  in 
gold  or  Jilver,  according  to  the  refolutions  of  the 
Congrefs ,  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  loth  day 
of  May,  A.  D.  1 775. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  J,  Adams,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge, 
Mr.  Daune,  Dodtor  Franklin  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  be 
a  Committee  to  get  proper  plates  engraved,  to  pro¬ 
vide  paper,  and  to  agree  with  printers  to  print  the 
above  bills. 

The  order  for  a  Committee  of  the  whole  renew¬ 
ed,  and  the  Congrefs  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9 
o’clock. 

SATURDAY,  June  24,  1 775, 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  a  motion  made,  Refolved,  That  a  Committee 
of  fever)  be  appointed  to  devife  ways  and  means  to 
put  the  militia  of  America  in  a  proper  date  for  the 
defence  of  America. 

*  *  f  1 

The  members  chofen  are  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Har- 
rifon,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Gadfden,  and  Mr.  Dickenfon. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  declarar 
tion  to  be  publiihed  by  General  Wafhington,  upon 
his  arrival  at  the  camp  before  Bodon,  brought  in 
their  report,  which  was  read  and  debated,  and  after 
fome  time,  referred  for  farther  confideration  till 
Monday  next. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  9  o’clock. 


MON- 
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Monday,  June  26,  1775, 

*  «  i  ^  *  'it 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  letter  from  Governor  Trumbull  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  introducing  the  manufacture  of 
falt-petre  into  thefe  colonies. 

The  ftate  of  North- Carolina  being  taken  into 
conlideration,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following 

refolutions.  '  ’  '  ,  , 

Whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  this  Congrefs,  that 
the  enemies  of  the  liberties  of  America  are  purfu- 
ing  meafures  to  divide  the  good  people  of  the  colo¬ 
ny  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  defeat  the  American 
Affociation. 

Refolvedt  That  it  may  be  recommended  to  all  in 
that  colony,  who  wiffi  well  to  the  liberties  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  to  affociate  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty, 
and  to  embody  themfelves  as  militia,  under  proper 
officers. 

Refohed. ,  That  in  cafe  the  affembly  or  conven¬ 
tion  of  that  colony,  (hall  think  it  abfolutely  ne- 
celfary  for  the  fupport  of  the  American  Aflocia- 
tion  and  fafety  of  the  colony  *  to  raife  a  body  of 
forces  not  exceeding  one  thoufand  men,  this  Con¬ 
grefs  will  coniider  them  as  an  American  army* 

and  provide  for  their  pay. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confederation  of 

the  declaration,  and  after  fome  debates, 

Refohed,  That  it  be  re-committed,  and  that  Mr; 
Dickenfon  and  Mr.  Jefferfon  be  added  to  the 

Commijtee.  _  . 

The  committee  for  Indian  affairs  brought  in  their 

rtport,  which  was  read. 

jsj  2  Ordered , 
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V>,  * 

Ordered,  That  the  Prefident  write  to  Governor 
Trumbull,  and  inform  him,  and  alfo  the  Conven¬ 
tions  of  New  Hampfhire  and  Maffachufetts  Bay, 
and  the  government  of  Rhode  Iiland,  that  the 
Congrefs  have  appointed  George  Wafhington,  Efq; 
Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Forces  raifed,  or  to 
be  railed,  for  the  defence  of  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  o  o’clock. 

■'  ✓ 

TUESDAY,  June  27,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made,  Rejoived ,  That  Governor 
okene  be  lent  under  a  guard  to  Weathersfield,  or 
Middletown,  in  the  county  of  Hartford,  in  Con- 
nediicut,  them  to  be  confined  on  his  parole,  not  to 

go  out  of  the  bounds  prefcribed  to  him  by  Governor 
Trumbull.  1 

Ordered ,  That  the  Delegates  for  Pennlylvania, 

take  meafures  to  have  tne  above  reiolve  carried 
into  execution. 

A  ^e££er.  from  the  Convention  of  Malfachuletts 
Bay,  received  by  exprefs,  was  laid  before  the  Con- 
grefs  and  read. 

,  The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of 
the  hate  ofafxairs  in  the  New  \  ork  department,  and 
aftei  fome  time  fpent  therein,  came  to  certain  re- 
elutions,  which  were  ordered  to  be  immediately 
tranfmitted  to  General  Schuyler  for  his  direction. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs 
to  tne  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  reported  the 
fame,  which  was  read. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  nine  o’Clock, 

«  *  ■*  *  ■»*'.•  * 

WEDNES- 
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WEDNESDAY,  June  28,  1775. 

#  (f  «# 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  draught 
of  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  Army,  reported  the  lame,  which  was  read  and 
taken  into  conlideration.  And  the  remainder  of 
the  day,  and  the  day  following  being  fpent 
thereon,  adjourned  till  next  day  at  9  o’clock. 


v  ,  !• 

FRIDAY,  June  30,  1775. 

%  *  >  * 

k  *  .  ^  Ik  .  . 

\ 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  conlideration  of  the 
Rules  and  Regulations,  which  being  gone  through 
were  agreed  to,  as  follows :  ‘  ' 

Whereas  his  Majeffy's  moll:  faithful  fubjedts  in 
thefe  Colonies  are  reduced  to  a  dangerous  and  cri¬ 
tical  lituation,  by  the  attempts  of  the  Britilh  Mi- 
niftry,  to  carry  into  execution,  by  force  of  arms, 
feveral  unconftitutional  and  oppreffive  adts  of  the 
Britilh  Parliament  for  laying  taxes  in  America,  to 
enforce  the  colledtion  of  thofe  taxes,  and  for  alter¬ 
ing  and  changing  the  conftitution  and  internal  po¬ 
lice  of  fome  of  thefe  Colonies,  in  violation  of  the 
natural  and  civil  rights,  of  the  Colonies. 

And  whereas  hoflilities  has  been  adtually  com¬ 
menced  in  the  Malfachufett’s-Bay,  by  the  Britilh 
troops,  under  the  command  of  General  Gage,  and 
the  lives  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  Co¬ 
lony  deftroyed  ;  the  town  of  Bofton  not  only  hav¬ 
ing  been  long  occupied  as  a  garrifoned  town  in 
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an  enemies  country,  but  the  inhabitants  thereof 
treated  with  a  feverity  and  cruelty  not  to  be  iufli- 
fied  even  towards  declared  enemies. 

And  whereas  large  reinforcements  have  been 
ordered,  and  are  foon  expected,  for  the  declared 
purpofe  of  compelling  thefe  colonies  to  fubmit  to 
the  operation  of  the  faid  adls,  which  hath  ren¬ 
dered  it  necelfary,  and  an  indifpenfible  duty  for  the 
exprefs  purpofe  of  fecuring  and  defending  thefe  co¬ 
lonies,  and  preferving  them  in  fafety  again#  all  at¬ 
tempts  to  carry  the  faid  adts  into  execution  ;  that 
an  armed  force  be  raifed  fufficient  to  defeat  fuch 
hoftile  defigns,  and  preferve  and  defend  the  lives, 
liberties  and  immunities  of  the  colon ift s ;  for  the 
due  regulating  and  well  ordering  of  which, 

Refolved,  That  the  following  RULES  and  OR¬ 
DERS  be  attended  to,  and  obferved  by  fuch  forces 
as  are  or  may  hereafter  be  raifed  for  the  purpofes 
aforefaid. 


Article  i .  That  every  officer  who  fhall  be  re¬ 
tained,  and  every  ibldier  who  fhall  ferve  in  the 
Continental  Army,  ffiall  at  the  time  of  his  accept¬ 
ance  of  his  commidion  or  inliffment,  fubferibe  thefe 
rules  and  regulations.  And  that  the  officers  and 
foldiers,  already  of  that  army,  fhall  alfo  as  foon  as 
may  be  fubferibe  the  fame;  from  the  time  of  which 
fubfcription  every  officer  and  foldier  fhall  be  bound 
by  thofe  regulations.  But  if  any  of  the  officers  or 
foldiers,  now  of  the  faid  army,  do  not  fubferibe 
thefe  rules  and  regulations,  then  they  may  be  re-, 
tained  in  the  laid  army,  lubjedt  to  the  rules  and  re¬ 
gulations  under  which  they  entered  into  the  fervice, 
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or  be  difcharged  from  the  fervice,  at  the  option 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Art.  2.  It  is  earneftly  recommended  to  all  offi¬ 
cers  and  foldiers  diligently  to  attend  Divine  Ser¬ 
vice  ;  and  all  officers  and  foldiers,  who  ffiall  be¬ 
have  indecently  or  irreverently  at  any  place  of  Di¬ 
vine  Worfhip,  ffiall,  if  commiffioned  officers,  be 
brought  before  a  court-martial,  there  to  be  public¬ 
ly  and  feverely  reprimanded  by  the  Prefident;  if 
non-commiffioned  officers  or  foldiers,  every  perfon 
fo  offending,  ffiall,  for  his  firft  offence  forfeit  one 
lixth  of  a  dollar,  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  next 
pay  j  for  the  fecond  offence,  he  ffiall  not  only  for¬ 
feit  a  like  fum,  but  be  confined  for  twenty-four 
hours ;  and  for  every  like  offence,  ffiall  fuffer  and 
pay  in  like  manner,  which  money  fo  forfeited  ffiall 
be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  lick  foldiers  of  the  troop 
or  company  to  which  the  offender  belongs. 

Art.  3.  Whatfoever  non-commiffioned  officer  or 
foldier  ffiall  ufe  any  profane  oath  or  execration,  ffiall 
incur  the  penalties  expreffed  in  the  foregoing  arti¬ 
cle  ;  and  if  a  commiffioned  officer  be  thus  guilty  of 
profane  curling  or  fwearing,  he  ffiall  forfeit  and 
pay  for  each  and  every  fuch  offence,  the  fum  of 
four  (hillings,  lawful  money. 

• 

Art.  4.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  ffiall  behave 
himfelf  with  contempt  or  difrefpedt  towards  the 
General  or  Generals,  or  Commanders  in  Chief  of 
the  Continental  Forces,  or  ffiall  fpeak  falfe  words, 
tending  to  his,  or  their  hurt,  ordiffionour,  ffiall  be 
puniffied,  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence, 
by  the  judgment  of  a  general  Court-Martial. 

Art . 
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Art.  5,  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  ffial!  begin, 
excite,  caufe  or  join  in  any  mutiny  or  fedition,  in 
the  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  to  which  he  be¬ 
longs,  or  in  any  other  regiment,  troop  or  com¬ 
pany  of  the  Continental  Forces,  either  by  land  or 
fea,  or  in  any  part,  poft,  detachment,  or  guard,  on 
any  pretence  whatfoever,  {hall  fuffer  fuch  puniffi- 
ment  as  by  a  general  court  martial  ffiall  be  ordered. 


Art.  6.  Any  officer,  non~eommiffioned  officer, 
or  foldier,  who  being  prelent  at  any  mutiny  or  fe¬ 
dition,  does  not  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  fup- 
prefs  the  fame,  or  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  any 
mutiny,  or  intended  mutiny,  does  not,  without 
delay,  give  information  thereof  to  the  commanding 
officer,  fhall  be  puniffied  by  order  of  a  general 
court  martial,  according  to  the  nature  of  his 
offence. 
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Art.’].  Any  officer,  or  foldier,  who  ffiall  ffri  ke 
his  fuperior  officer,  or  draw  or  offer  to  draw,  or 
fhall  lift  up  any  weapon,  or  offer  any  violence 
againft  him,  being  in  the  execution  of  his  office, 
on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  or  fhall  difobey  any 
lawful  commands  of  his  fuperior  officer,  ffiall  fuf¬ 
fer  fuch  puniffiment  as  ffiall,  according  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  his  offence,  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a 
general  court-martial. 


Art.  8.  Any  non-commiffioned  officer  or  foldier, 
who  ffiall defert,  or  without  leave  of  his  commanding 
officer,  abfent  himfelf  from  the  troop  or  company  to 

which 
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which  he  belongs,  or  from  any  detachment  of 
the  fame,  fhall,  upon  being  convicted  thereof* 
be  punilhed  according  to  the  nature  of  his  of¬ 
fence,  at  the  difcretion  of  a  general  court-mar¬ 
tial. 

Art.  9.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  fhall  be 
convicted  of  having  advifed  or  perfuaded  any 
other  officer  or  foldier  to  defart,  fhall  fuffer  fuch 
punilhment  as  fhall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of 
a  general  court-martial. 

Art.  10.  All  officers*  of  what  condition  fo- 
ever,  fhall  have  power  to  part  and  quell  all  quar¬ 
rels,  frays*  and  diforders,  though  the  perlons 
concerned  fhould  belong  to  another  regiment* 
troop  or  company  ;  and  either  order  officers  to  be 
arrefted,  or  non-commiffioned  officers  or  foldiers 
to  be  confined  and  imprifoned,  till  their  proper 
fuperior  officers  fhall  be  acquainted  therewith  ; 
and  whoever  fhall  refufe  to  Obey  fuch  officer  (tho’ 
of  an  inferior  rank)  or  fhall  draw  his  fword  upon 
him,  fhall  be  punilhed  at  the  difcretion  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  court-martial. 

Art.  11.  No  officer  or  foldier  fhall  ufe  any 
reproachful  or  provoking  fpeeches  or  geftures  to 
another;  nor  fhall  prefume  to  fend  a  challenge  to 
any  perfon  to  fight  a  duel  :  And  whoever  fhall 
knowingly  and  willingly  fuffer  any  perfon  whatr 
foever  to  go  forth  to  fight  a  duel  ;  or  fhall  fe- 
cond,  promote,  or  carry  any  challenge,  fhall  be 
deemed  as  a  principal :  And  whatfoever  officer 
or  foldier  fhall  upbraid  another  for  refuting  a 
challenge,  fhall  alfo  be  confidered  as  a  chal¬ 
lenger  :  And  all  fuch  offenders,  in  any  of  thefe 
or  fuch  like  cafes,  fhall  be  punilhed  at  the  dif¬ 
cretion  of  a  general  court-martial. 

O  Art. 


Art.  12.  Every  officer  commanding  in  quar¬ 
ters,  or  on  a  march,  ffiall  keep  good  order,  and, 
to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  redrefs  all  fuch  abu- 
les  or  diforders  which  may  be  committed  by  any 
officer  or  foldier  under  his  command :  If  upon 
any  complaint  being  made  to  him,  of  officers  or 
foldiers  beating,  or  other  wife  ill-treating  any  per- 
fon,  or  of  committing  any  kind  of  riot,  to  the 
difquieting  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  continent ; 
he  the  faid  commander,  who  ffiall  refufe  or  omit 
to  fee  juftice  done  on  the  offender  or  offenders, 
and  reparation  made  to  the  party  or  parties  injur¬ 
ed,  as  far  as  the  offenders  wages  ffiall  enable  him 
or  them,  ffiall,  upon  due  proof  thereof,  be  pu- 
niffied  as  ordered  by  a  general  court-martial,  in 
fuch  manner  as  if  he  himfelf  had  committed  the 
crimes  or  dilorders  complained  of. 

n  *  -  •  -  -  —  w  *  '  1  1  •  J  j 

Art.  13.  It  any  officer  ffiould  think  himfelf  to 
be  wronged  by  his  Colonel  or  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment,  and  ffiall,  upon  due  ap¬ 
plication  made  to  him,  be  refufed  to  be  redreffed, 
e  may  complain  to  the  General  or  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Continental  Forces,  in  order  to 
obtain  juftice,  who  is  hereby  required  to  examine 
into  faid  complaint,  and  fee  that  juftice  be 
clone.  '  • 

Art.  14.  If  any  inferior  officer  or  foldier,  ffiall 
think  himfelf  wronged  by  his  Captain  or  other 
officer  commanding  the  troop  or  company  to 
which  he  belongs,  he  is  to  complain  thereof  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  who  is 
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hereby  required  to  fummon  a  regimental  court- 
martial,  for  the  doing  juftice  to  the  complainant ; 
from  which  regimental  court-martial,  either 
party  may,  if  he  thinks  himfelf  ftill  aggrieved, 
appeal  to  a  general  court-martial ;  but  if,  upon 
a  fecond  hearing,  the  appeal  ihall  appear  to  be 
vexatious  and  groundless,  the  perfon  fo*  appeal¬ 
ing,  Ihall  be  punilhed  at  the  difcretion  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  court-martial. 

9  4  f 

Art.  15.  Whatfoever  non-commiffioned  officer 
or  ioldier,  ihall  be  convidted,  at  a  regimental 
court-martial,  of  having  fold,  or  defigncdly,  or 
through  negledt  wafted  the  ammunition,  arms,  or 
proviftons,  or  other  military  ftores,  delivered  tq 
him,  to  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  this  con¬ 
tinent,  ihall  if  an  officer,  be  reduced  to  a  pri¬ 
vate  centinel  ,•  and  if  a  private  foldier,  ihall  fuffer 
fuch  puniihment  as  (hall  be  ordered  by  a  regi¬ 
mental  court-martial. 

Art.  16.  All  non-commillioned  officers  and 
lbldiers,  who  Ihall  be  found  one  mile  from  the 
Camp,  without  leave  in  writing  from  their  com¬ 
manding  officer,  Ihall  fuffer  fuch  puniihment  as 
fball  be  inflidled  on  him  or  them  by  the  ientence 
of  a  regiment  court-martial. 

Art.  1 7.  No  officer  or  foldier  ihall  lie  out  of 
his  quarters,  or  camp,  without  leave  from  the 
Commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  upon  pe¬ 
nalty  of  being  puniihed  according  to  the  nature 

of  his  offence,  by  order  of  a  regimental  court- 
martial, 

O  ?, 
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Art.  1 8.  Every  non-commiffioned  officer  and 
foldier  {hall  retire  to  his  quarters,  or  tent,  at  the 
beating  of  the  retreat  j  in  default  of  which,  he 
fhall  be  punifhed  according  to  the  nature  of  his 
offence,  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer. 

Art.  19.  No  officer, ,  non-commiffioned  offi¬ 
cer  Or  foldier  {hall  fail  of  repairing,  at  the 
time  fixed,  to  the  place  of  parade  or  exer- 
cife,  or  other  rendezvous  appointed  by  the  com¬ 
manding  officer,  if  not  prevented  by  iicknefs, 
or  forne  other  evident  neccffity  ;  or  ihall  go 
from  the  faid  place  of  rendezvous,  or  from  his 
guard,  without  leave  from  his  commanding  of¬ 
ficer,  before  he  fhall  be  regularly  difmiffed  or 
relieved,  on  penalty  of  being  puniffied  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  fentence 
of  a  regimental  court-martial. 

Art.  20.  Whatfoever  commiffioned  officer  {hall 
be  found  drunk  on  his  guard,  party  or  duty,  un¬ 
der  arms,  {hall  be  cafhiered  tor  it  ;  any  non- 
commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  io  offending, 
fhall  fuffer  fuch  puniffiment  ag  ffiall  be  cr-* 
dered  by  the  fentence  of  a  regimental  court-* 
martial. 

Art.  21.  Whatfoever  centinel  fhall  be  found 
fleeping  upon  his  poll,  or  fhall  leave  it  before  he 
ffiall  be  regularly  relieved,  ffiall  fuffer  fuch  pu-‘ 
nifhment  as  ffiall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  o{  a 
general  courtrinartial. 

<D  r 

Art.  22.  Any  perfon  belonging  to  the  Continen¬ 
tal  Army,  who  by  difcharging  of  fire-arms,  beating 

of 
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of  drums,  or  by  any  other  means  whatfoever,  ffiall 
occafion  falfe  alarms,  in  camp  or  quarters,  ffiall 
Arffer  fuch  puniffiment  as  ffiall  be  oidered  by  the 
fentence  of  a  general  court-martial. 

Art.  27.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  ffiall,  with¬ 
out  urgent  neceffity,  or  without  leave  of  his  fupe- 
rior  officer,  quit  his  platoon  or  divihon,  ffiall  be 
puniffied  according  to  the  nature  of  his  of¬ 
fence,  by  the  fentence  of  a  regimental  court- 

martial. 

Art  2  j  No  officer  or  foldier  ffiall  do  violence, 
or  offer  any  infult,  or  abufe,  to  any  perfon  who 
ffiall  brino-  provifions,  or  other  neceilarxes,  to  the 
camp  or  quarters  of  the  continental  army;  any 
officer  or  foldier  fo  offending,  ffiall,  upon  com¬ 
plaint  being  made  to  the  commanding  officer,  lu  - 
fer  fuch  puniffiment  as  ffiall  be  ordered  by  a  regi¬ 
mental  court-martial. 

'  Art  2  c.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  ffiall 
{harmfully  abandon  any  poft  committed  to  his 
charge,  or  ffiall  fpeak  words  inducing  others  to 
do  the  like,  in  time  of  an  engagement,  ffiall  fuf- 
fer  death  immediately. 

s.-t  2a  Any  perfon  belonging  to  the  continental 

AA,  who  ll«U  n»ke  known  the  watch-word  to 
any  perfon  who  is  not  intitled  to  receive  it,  ac- 
cordfo  to  the  rules  and  difcipltne  of  war,  or  (hall 
nrefnme  to  give  a  parole,  or  watch-word,  diffe- 
rent  from  what  he  received,  ffiall  fuffer  death,  or 
fuch  other  puniffiment  as  ffiall  be  ordered  by  the 
fenence  of  a  general  court-martial. 

Art  27.  Whofoever,  belonging  to  the  continen¬ 
tal  army,  ffiall  rcliev?  -the  enemy  with  ™ney, 
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victuals,  or  ammunition  ;  or  (hall  knowing  bar 
hour  or  protedt  an  enemy,  ihall  fuffer  ffich  puniffi- 
nient  as  by  a  general  court-martial  ffiall  be  or 


sirt.  26.  wnoloever,  belonging  to  the  ronf! 

cental  army,  Ihall  be  convidedVhdd^' W 

fpondence  with,.  or  of  giving  intelligence"  to  the 
enemy,  either  ciredly  or  indiredly,  ihall  fuffer 

ihall  bcZ^clT  **  ^  *  general  court-martial 


Art.  29.  All  public  ilores  taken  in  the  enemy’s 
camp  or  magazines,  whether  of  artillery,  ammu¬ 
nition,  cloathing  or  provffions,  ihall  be  fecured’ 
fo*  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Art.  30.  If  any  officer  or  foldier  ffiall  leave  his 
poft  Oi  colours,  in  time  of  an  engagement,  to  aQ 
in  fearch  of  plunder,  he  ffiall,  upon  being  con¬ 
vok'd  thereof  before  a  general  court-martial,  fuffer 

bet  dc'ied  ^  by  ‘aid  cour‘-martii'l  flail 
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Art.  31.  If  any  commander  of  any  roily  in- 
irenchment  or  fortrefs,  ffiall  be  compelled  by  the 
officers  or  ioldiers  under  his  command  to  ffive  it 
up  to  the  enemy,  or  to  abandon  it,  the  commif, 
honed  officer,  non-commiffioned-officers  or  fol- 

ffiers  who  ffiall  be  convided  of  having  fo  offended, 

u °r  fuch  other  Puniflunent  as 
may  be  inffided  upon  them  by  the  fentenee  of  a 
general  court-martial. 

■£rt'  j2.  AU  fut tiers  and  retailers  to  a  camp, 
and  all  perfons  whatfoever,  ferving  with  the  con¬ 
tinental  army  in  the  field,  though  not  inlifted 
foldiers,  are  to  be  lubjed  to  the  articles,  rules, 
and  regulations  of  the  continental  army. 

Art. 
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Art:  33.  No  general  court-martial  Avail  confift 
of  a  lefs  number  than  thirteen,  none  of  which 
Aiall  be  under  the  degree  of  a  commiffioned  of¬ 
ficer  and  the  prehdent  fhall  be  a  field  officer : 
And  the  prefident  of  each  and  every  court- 
martial,  whether  general  or  regimental,  Aiall 
have  power  to  adminifter  an  oath  to  every  wit- 
nefs,  in  order  to  the  trial  of  offenders.  And 
the  members  of  all  courts-martial  Aiall  be  duly 
fworn  by  the  prefident ;  and  the  next  in  rank  on 
the  court-martial  Aiall  adminifter  the  oath  to  the 
prefident. 

Art.  34.  The  members,  both  of  general  and 
regimental  courts-martial,  Aiall,  when  belong¬ 
ing  to  different  corps,  take  the  fame  rank  which 
they  hold  in  the  army  ;  but  when  courts-martial 
Aiall  be  compofed  of  officers  of  one  corps, 
they  Aiall  take  their  ranks  according  to  their 
commiffions  by  which  thpy  are  muftered  in  the 
faid  corps. 

Art.  35.  All  the  members  of  a  court-martial, 
are  to  behave  with  calmnefs,  decency,  and  im¬ 
partiality  ;  and  in  giving  of  their  votes,  are  to 
begin  with  the  youngeft  or  loweft  in  cornmif- 
fion. 

Art.  36.  No  field  officer  Aiall  be  tried  by  any 
perfon  under  the  degree  of  a  captain  ;  nor  Aiall 
any  proceedings  or  trials  be  carried  on,  except¬ 
ing  between  the  hours  of  eight  in  the  morning, 
and  three  in  the  afternoon,  except  in  cafes  which 
require  an  immediate  example. 

Art.  37.  The  commiffioned  officers  oi  every 
regiment  may,  bv  the  appointment  ot  their  colo¬ 
nel  or  commanding  officer,  hold  regiment  1 

courts- 
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courts-martial  for  the  enquiring  into  ffich  dxf- 
putes  or  criminal  matters  as  may  come  before 
them,  and  for  the  infixing  corporal  punifh- 
ments,  for  fmall  offences,  and  fhall  give  judg- 
ment,  by  the  majority  of  voices ;  but  no  fen- 
tence  fhall  be  executed  till  the  commanding  officer 

(not  being  a  member  of  the  court-martial)  fhall 
have  confirmed  the  fame. 

Art.  38.  No  regimental  court-martial  fhall 
confift  of  lefs  than  five  officers,  excepting  in 
ca‘es  where  that  number  cannot  be  conveniently 
affembled,  when  three  may  be  fufficiertt;  who 
are  likewife  to  determine  upon  the  fentence  by 
the  majority  of  voices  ;  which  fentence  is  to  be 
confirmed  by  the  commanding  officer,  not  being 
a  member  of  the  court-martial.  3 

I  “  ' 

Art. .39.  Every  officer,  commanding  in  any 
foit,  cable*  or  barrack,  or  elfewhere,  where 
the  corps  under  his  command  confifts  of  detach¬ 
ments  from  different  regiments,  or  of  indepen¬ 
dent  companies,  may  aflemble  courts-martial  for 
t  ie  tiia!  of  offenders  in  the  fame  manner  as  if 
they  were  regimental,  whofe  fentence  is  not  to 
be  executed  till  it  fhall  be  confirmed  by  the  faid 
commanding  officer. 

Art.  40.  No  perfon  whatfoeVer  fhall  ufe  me¬ 
nacing  words,  figns,  or  geftures  in  the  prefence 
or  a  court-martial  then  fitting,  or  fhall  caufe  any 
diforder  or  not,  fo  as  to  diffiirb  their  proceeding 
on  the  penalty  of  being  puniffied  at  the  difcretion 
of  the  faid  court-martial. 

r  \ 

At  t .  41.  To  the,  end  that  offenders  may  be 
brought  to  juflice  ;  whenever  any  officer  or  fol- 
diet  fhall  commit  a  crime  deferving  punifhment, 

2  he 
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be  (hall  by  his  commanding  officer,  if  an  officer, 
be  put  in  arreft  5  if  a  non-cooimiffioned  officer  oi 
foldier,  be  imprifoned  till  he  fhall  be  either  tried 
by  a  court  martial,  or  fhall  be  lawfully  ddchaiged 
by  proper  authority. 

Art.  42.  No  officer  or  foldier  who  fhall  be  put 
in  arreft,  or  imprifonment,  fhall  continue  in  his 
confinement  more  than  eight  days,  or  till  fuch 
time  as  a  court-martial  can  be  conveniently  af- 
fsmbled. 

*  •  ,  ,  %  .. .  . 

Art.  43.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or 
provoft  marfhal,  fhall  refufe  to  receive  or  keep  any 
prifoner  committed  to  his  charge,  by  an  officer  be¬ 
longing  to  the  continental  forces ;  which  officer 
fhall  at  the  fame  time  deliver  an  account  in  writing, 
figned  by  himfelf,  of  the  crime  with  which  the 
faid  prifoner  is  charged. 


Art.  44.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or 
provoft  marfhal,  fhall  prefume  to  releafe  any  pri¬ 
foner  committed  to  his  charge,  without  proper  au¬ 
thority  for  fo doing;  nor  fhall  he  fuffer  any  prifoner 
to  efcape,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punifhed  for  it, 
by  the  fentence  of  a  general  court-martial# 


Art  45.  Every  officer  or  provoft  marfhal,  to 
whofe  charge  prifoners  fhall  be  committed,  is  here¬ 
by  required,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  fuch 
commitment,  or  as  foon  as  he  fliall  be  relieved 
from  his  guard,  to  give  in  writing  to  the  colonel  of 
the  regiment  to  whom  the  priloner  belongs  (where 
the  prifoner  is  confined  upon  the  guard  belonging  to 
the  faid  regiment,  and  that  his  offence  only  relates 
to  the  negleft  of  duty  in  his  own  corps,)  or  to  the 

P  commander 
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commander  in  chief*  their  names,  their  crimes,  and 

the  names  of  the  officers  who  committed  them  on 

the  penalty  of  being  puniffied  for  his  difobedience 

or  negsedt,  at  the  difcretion  of  a  general  court- 
martial.  ° 

Art  ^6.  And  if  any  officer  under  arreft  ffiall 
leave  his  confinement  before  he  is  fet  at  liberty  by 
the  officer  who  confined  him,  or  by  a  fuperior 
power,  he  ffiall  be  caffiiered  for  it.  r 

,  -Art.  4. 7.  Whatfoever  commiffioned  officer  Ihall 
oe*convidled  before  a  general  court-martial,  of  be¬ 
having  in  a  fcandalous  infamous  manner,  fuch  as  is 
^unbecoming  the  character  of  an  officer  and  a  gen¬ 
tleman,  ffiall  be  difcharged  from  the  fervice. 

Art.  48.  All  officers,  conductors,  gunners,  ma-» 
trofles,  drivers,  or  any  other  perfons  whatfoever, 
receiving  pay  or  hire,  in  the  fervice  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  artillery,  ffiall  be  governed  by  the  aforefaid 
rules  and  articles,  and  ffiall  be  fubjedt  to  be  tried  by 
courts-martial,  in  like  manner  with  the  officers  ar.d 
foldiers  of  the  continental  troops, 

1  »  k  *  *  ,  >r  1  t  ;  .  % 

Art,  49*  For  differences  arifing  among  them- 
felves,  or  in  matters  relating  folely  to  their  own 
corps,  the  courts-martial  may  be  compofed  of  their 
own  officers ;  but  where  a  number  fufficient  of  fuch 
ofnceis  cannot  be  afiembied,  or  in  matters  wherein 
other  corps  are  interefted,  the  officers  of  artillery 

ffiall  fit  in  courts-martial,  with  the  officers  of  the 
ether  corps. 

Art.  50.  All  crimes  not  capital,  and  all  diior- 
ders  and  negledts,  which  officers  and  foldiers  may 

,  -  h? 
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be  guilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  mi-s 
litary  difcipline,  though  not  mentioned  in  the  articles 
of  war,  are  to  be  taken  cognizance  of  by  a  general 
or  regimental  court-martial,  according  to  the  nature 
and  degree  of  the  offence,  and  be  punifhed  at  their 
diferetion. 

.  .  •  .  .  .  i  /  ■  v 

Art.  51.  That  no  perfons  fhall  be  fentenced  by  a 
court-martial  to  fuffer  death,  except  in  the  cafes 
exprefsly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  articles  ;  nor 
(hall  any  punifhment  be  inflidted  at  the  diferetion 
of  a  court-martial,  other  than  degrading,  cafhieringj 
drumming  out  of  the  army,  whipping  not  exceed¬ 
ing  30  lafhes,  fine  not  exceeding  two  months  pay 
of  the  offender,  imprifonment  not  exceeding  one 
month. 

Art.  52.  The  field  officers  of  each  and  every 
regiment  are  to  appoint  fome  fuitable  perfon  belong¬ 
ing  to  fuch  regiment,  to  receive  all  fuch  fines  as 
may  arife  within  the  fame,  for  any  breach  of  any 
of  the  foregoing  articles,  and  fhall  diredt  the  fame 
to  be  carefully  and  properly  applied  to  the  relief  of 
fuch  fick,  wounded,  or  neceffitous  foldiers,  as  be¬ 
long  to  fuch  regiment ;  and  fuch  perfon  fhall  account 
With  fuch  officer  for  all  fines  received,  and  the  ap¬ 
plication  thereof. 

Art.  53.  All  members  fitting  in  courts-martial 
fhall  be  fworn  by  the  Prefident  of  faid  courts, 
which  Prefident  fhall  himfelf  be  fworn  by  the 
officer  in  faid  court  next  in  rank  : — The  oath  to  be 
2dminifiered  previous  to  their  proceeding  to  the  trial 
of  any  offender,  in  form,  .following,  viz. 
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i.  1  '  <  v 

2  ou  A..  12.  fwear  that  you  ’will  well  and  truly 
try,  and  impartially  determine  the  caufe  of  the  pri - 
finer  now  to  he  tried,  according  to  the  rules  for  re¬ 
gulating  the  Continental  Army .  So  help  you 

1  ■  .» 

Art.  tjq..  All  perfons  called  to  give  evidence,  in 
any  ctfe,  before  a  court-martial,  who  fhall  refufe 
to  give  evidence,  fhall  be  punifhed  for  fuch  refufal, 
at  the  d  feretion  of  fuch  court-mariial.  The  oath 
tetbe  adminiftered  in  the  following  form,  viz. 

jTou fwear  the  evidence  you  Jhall  give  tn  the  cafe 
r.ow  in  hearing,  Jhall  be  the  truth ,  the  whole  truth , 
and  nothing  but  the  truth.  So  help  you  God.” 

Art.  55.  Every  officer  commanding  a  regiment, 
iToop,  or  company,  fhall,  upon  notice  given  to 
him  by  the  commiffary  of  the  mufters,  or  from  one 
of  his  deputies,  affemble  the  regiment,  troop,  or 
company  under  his  command,  in  the  next  conve¬ 
nient  place  for  their  being  muftered. 

A't.  5 6 .  Every  colonel  or  other  field  officer,  or 
office r  commanding  any  corps,  to  which  there  is  no 
field  officer,  and  actually  refiding  with  it,  may 
gfve  fcrloughs  to  non-commiffioned  officers  and 
loidiers,  in  fuch  numbers,  and  for  fo  long  a  time, 
as  he  fhall  judge  to  be  mod  confident  with  the 
good  of  the  fervice  ;  but  no  non-commiffioned  of¬ 
ficer  or  foldier  fhall,  by  leave  of  his  captain,  or 
inferior  officer,  commanding  the  troop  or  com¬ 
pany  (his  field  officer  not  being  prefent)  be  abfent 
aoove  twenty  days  in  fix  months,  nor  fhall  more 

than 
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than  two  private  men  be  abfent  at  the  fame  time 
from  their  troop  or  company,  excepting  forne  ex¬ 
traordinary  occafion  (hall  require  it,  of  which 
occafion  the  field  officer  prefent  with,  and  com¬ 
manding  the  regiment  or  independant  corps,  is  to 
be  judge. 

Art.  57.  At  every  mufter  the  commanding  of¬ 
ficer  of  each  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  then 
prefent,  fnall  give  to  the  commiffary  of  mufters 
certificates  figned  by  himfelf,  fignifying  how  long 
fuch  officers,  non-commiffioned  officers,  and  fol- 
diers,  who  ffiall  not  appear  at  the  faid  mufter,  have 
been  abfent,  and  the  reafon  of  their  abfence ; 
which  reafons,  and  the  time  of  abfence,  ffiall  be 
inferted  in  the  mufter  rolls,  oppofite  to  the  refpec-, 
five  names  of  fuch  abfentees  :  The  faid  certificates 
ffiall,  together  with  the  mufter  rolls,  be  by  the 
faid  commiffary  tranfmitted  to  the  General,  and  to 
this  or  any  future  Congrefs  of  the  United  Colonies, 
or  Committee  appointed  thereby,  within  twenty 
days  next  after  fuch  mufter  being  taken  ;  on  failure 
whereof,  the  commiffary  fo  offending,  ffiall  be  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  fervice. 

Art.  58.  Every  officer  who  ffiall  be  convidled 
before  a  general  court-martial  of  having  figned  a 
falfe  certificate,  relating  to  the  abfence  of  either 
officers,  non-commiffioned  officer,  or  private  foldier, 
ffiall  be  cafhiered. 


Art.  59.  Every  officer  who  ffiall  knowingly 
make  a  falfe  mufter  of  man  or  horfe,  and  every  of¬ 
ficer  or  commiffary,  who  ffiall  willingly  fign,  diredf, 

or 
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7  ,aI1r™  the  figning  °f  the  mufter-roIls,  wherein 
iuch  falfe  mufter  is  contained,  fhall,  upon  oroof 

tnade  thereof,  by  two  witnefles,  before  a  general 

court-martial  be  cafhiered,  and  moreover  forfeit  all 

Inch  pay  as  may  be  due  to  him  at  the  time  of  con¬ 
viction  for  fuch  offence. 

Art.  60.  Any  commiffary  who  fhall  be  convicted 
of  having  taken  any  gift  or  gratuity  on  the  mu- 
kering  any  regiment,  troop  or  company,  or  on  the 
hgning  the  mufter  foils,  fhall  be  difplaced  from  his 
office,  and  foifeit  his  pay  as  in  the  preceding  article. 

Art.  6 1.  Any  officer  who  fhall  prefume  to  mu- 
i  ci  any  p.rfon  as  a  foldier,  who  is  at  other  times 
accuftomed  to  wear  a  livery,  or  who  does  not  adu- 
aily  do  his  duty  as  a  foldier,  fhall  be  deemed  guilty 

of  having  made  a  falfe  mufter,  and  fhall  fuffrr  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

Art.  62.  Every  officer  who  fhall  knowingly  make 
a  falfe  return  to  the  commander  in  chief 'of  the 
American  forces,  or  to  any  his  fuperior  officer,  au~ 
th  or i fed  to  call  f  or  fuch  returns,  of  the  ftate  of  the 
regiment,  troop,  independent  company,  or  garrifon,- 
under  his  command,  or  of  arms,  ammunition, 
cloathing  or  other  ftores  thereunto  belonging,  fhall, 
by  a  court-martial,  be  cafhiered. 

Art .  63.  The  commanding  officer  of  every  regi¬ 
ment,  troop,  independent  company,  or  garrifon,  in 
the  fcrvice  aforefaid,  fhall,  in  the  beginning  of  every 
month  remit  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  faid 
forces  an  exadfc  return  cf  the  ftate  of  the  regiment, 
troop,  independent  company,  or  garrifon  under  his' 
command,  fpecifying  the  names  of  the  officers  not 
then  refiding  at  their  pofts,  and  the  reafon  for,  and 

time 
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time  of  their  abfence  :  Whoever  {hall  be  convidted 
of  having,  through  negledl  or  defign,  omitted  the 
fending  fuch  returns,  fhall  be  punifhed  according 
to  the  nature  of  his  crime  by  the  judgment  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  court-martial. 

Art.  64.  No  futtler  fhall  be  permitted  to  fell 
any  kind  of  liquors  or  victuals,  or  to  keep  their 
houfes  or  {hops  open,  for  the  entertainment  of 
foldiers,  after  nine  at  night,  or  before  the  beating 
of  the  reveilles,  or  upon  Sundays,  during  divine 
fervice  or  fermon,  on  the  penalty  of  being  difmiffed 
from  all  future  futtling. 

Art.  65.  All  officers  commanding  in  the  camp, 
or  in  any  forts,  barracks,  or  garrifcns,  are  hereby  re¬ 
quired  to  fee  that  the  perfons  permitted  to  futtle, 
{hall  fupply  the  foldiers  with  good  and  vvholefome 
provifions  at  a  reafonable  price,  as  they  {hall  be 
anfwerable  for  their  negledf. 

Art.  66.  No  officers  commanding  in  any  camp, 
garrifons,  forts  or  barracks,  fhall  either  themfelves 
exadf  exorbitant  prices  for  houfes  or  {falls,  let  out 
to  futtlers,  or  fhall  connive  at  the  like  exa&ions  in 
others,  nor  lay  any  duty  or  impofitions  upon,  or  be 
interefted  in  the  fale  of  fuch  victuals,  liquors,  or 
other  neceffaries  of  life,  which  are  brought  into 
the  camp,  garrifon,  fort,  or  barracks,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  foldiers,  on  the  penalty  of  being  difcharged 
from  the  fervice. 

Art.  67.  That  the  General,  or  Commander  in 
Chief  for  the  time  being,  fliall  have  full  power  of 
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pardoning,  or  mitigating  any  of  the  punifb  men  is 
ordered  to  be  inflidtcd,  for  any  of  the  offences  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  foregoing  articles  ;  and  every  offen¬ 
der  convidted  as  aforefaid,  by  any  regimental  court- 
martial,  may  be  pardoned,  or  have  his  punifhment 
mitigated  by  the  Colonel,  or  officer  commanding 


the  regiment. 


Art.  68.  When  any  commiffioned  officer  fhall 
happen  to  die,  or  be  killed  in  the  fervice  of  the 
U-nited  Colonies,  the  Major  of  the  regiment,  or  the 
officer  doing  the  Major’s  duty  in  his  abfence,  fhall 
immediately  fecure  all  his  effedls,  or  equipage  then 
in  camp  or  quarters  ;  and  fhall  before  the  next  re¬ 
gimental  court-martial,  make  an  inventory  theieof, 
and  forthwith  tranfmit  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
■of  the  Congrefs,  or  Affembly  of  the  province  in 
which  the  corps  is  flationed,  or  fhall  happen  to  be 
at  the  time  of  the  death  of  fuch  officer  ;  to  the 
endr  that  his  executors  may,  after  payment  of  his 
debts  in  quarters,  and  interment,  receive  the  over¬ 
plus,  if  any  be,  to  his  or  their  ufe. 


Art.  69.  When  any  non-commiffioned  officer  or 
private  loldier  fhall  happen  to  die,  or  be  killed  in  the 
fervice  of  the  United  Colonies,  the  then  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  troop  or  company,  fhall,  in 
the  prefence  of  two  other  commiffioned  officers, 
take  an  account  of  whatever  effedts  he  dies  polfeifed 
of,  and  tranfmit  the  fame,  as  in  the  cafe  above  pro¬ 
vided 


' 
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vided  for,  In  order  that  the  fame  may  be  fecured 
for,  and  paid  to  their  refpedtive  reprefentatives.* 

*In  CONGRESS,  November  7,  177  5* 

Refolved,  That  the  following  additions  and  alterations  of 

amendments,  be  made  in  the  RULES  and  REGULATIONS 

of  the. Continental  Army,  viz. 

1  A.11  perfons  convicted  ot  holding  &  treacherous  corrcipon* 

dence  with,  or  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  fhall  fuffer 
'death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  a  general  court-martial 

ihall  think  proper.  '  ,  ,  . 

2.  All  commiffioned  officers  found  guilty  by  a  general  court- 

martial  of  any  fraud  cr  embezzlement,  Ihall  forfeit  all  his  pay* 

be  ipfo  fafto  cafhired,  and  deemed  unfit  for  farther  fervice  as  an 

■?  All  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  convidled  before 
a  regimental  court-martial  cf  Healing,  embezzling  or  deftroy- 
ino-°ammunition,  provifions,  tools  or  any  thing  belonging  to 
the  public  ftores,  if  a  non-commiffioned  officer,  to  be  reduced 
to  the  ranks,  and  punilhed  with  wipping,  not  lefs  than  fifteen, 
nor  more  than  thirty-nine  lalhes,  at  the  diferetion  of  the  court- 
niartia!  ;  if  a  private  foldier,  with  the  fame  corporal  punilh- 

4  In  all  cafes  where  a  commiffioned  officer  is  calhiered  for 
cowardice  or  fraud,  it  be  added  in  the  punifhment,  that  the 
crime,  name,  place  of  abode,  and  punifhment  ot  the  delinquent 
be  publilhed  in  the  News-papers,  in  and  about  the  Camp,  and 
of  that  Colony  from  which  the  offender  came  or  ufually  refides: 
After  which  it  fhall  be  deemed  fcandalous  in  any  officer  to 

affociate  with  him.  . 

e  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  fhall  begin,  excite,  caufe,  or 

join  in  airy  mutiny  or  fedition  in  the  regiment,  troop,  or  com¬ 
pany  to  which  he  belongs,  or  in  any  other  regiment,  troop, 
or  company  of  the  continental  forces,  either  by  land  or  lea, 
or  in  any  party,  poll,  detachment,  or  guard,  on  any  pretence 
whatfoever,  fhall  fuffer  death  or  luch  other  punifliment  as  a 

general  court-martial  fhall  diredl. 

6  Anv  officer  or  foldier  who  fhall  defert  to  the  enemy,  and 

afterwards  be  taken,  fhall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  pun.fh- 
ment  as  a  general  court-martial  fhall  diredl.  . 

7.  Whatfoever  commiffioned  officer  fhall  be  found  chunk  on 
his^  guard,  party,  or  other  duty  under  arms,  fhall  be  calhiered 
and  drummed  out  of  the  army  with  infamy  ;  any  non-com¬ 
miffioned  officer  «r  foldier,  fo  offending,  fhall  be  fcntenced  to 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Cufhing  and 
Mr  He  wes,  be  a  Committee  to  revife  them  for  the 

prefs,  and  to  get  them  printed. 
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be  whipt,  not  lefs  than  twenty  nor  more  than  thirty-nine  lafhes, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  offence. 

8.  Whatsoever  officer  or  foldier,  placed  as  centinal,  fhall 
be  found  fleeping  upon  his  poff,  or  fhall  leave  it  before  he  fhall 
be  regulany  relieved,  if  a  commiffioned  officer,  fhall  be  cafh- 
leied  and  drummed  out  of  the  army  with  infamy ;  if  a  non- 
miffioned  officer  or  foldier,  fhall  be  fentenced  to  be  whipped, 

-not  lefs  than  twenty  nor  more  than  thirty-nine  lafhes,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  offence. 

9.  No  officer  or  foldier  fhall  lie  out  of  his  quarters  or  camp, 
without  leave  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment, 
upon  penalty,  if  any  officer,  of  being  muldfed  one  month’s 
pay  for  the  fuff  offence,  and  cafhiered  for  the  fecond  ;  if  a  non- 
commiflioned  officer  or  foldier,  of  being  confined  feven  days 
on  bread  and  water  for  the  firft  offence,  and  the  fame  punifh- 
ment  and  a  forfeiture  of  a  week’s  pay  for  the  fecond 

i°.  Whatsoever  officer  or  foldier  fhall  mifbehave  himfelf 

6  u°re  u  enem^>  or  ^amefully  abandon  any  poff  committed 
to  his  charge,  or  fhall  fpeak  words  inducing  others  to  do  the 
like,  fhall  buffer  death. 

1 1.  All  public  ftores  taken  in  the  enemy’s  camp  or  magazines, 
whether  of  artillery,  ammunition,  cloathing,  or  provifions’ 
lhall  be  fccured  for  the  ufe  of  the  United  Colonies.  And  all 
commiffioned  officers  found  guilty  by  a  general  court-martial, 
of  embezzling  the  lame,  or  any  of  them,  fhall  forfeit  all  his 
pay,  b ntfifojatlo  cafhiered,  and  deemed  unfit  for  farther  fervice 
as  an  officer.  And  all  non-commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers, 
convicted  before  a  regimental  court-martial  of  ftealirig  or  em¬ 
bezzling  the  fame,  if  a  non-commiffioned  officer,  fhall  be  re¬ 
duced  to  the  ranks,  and  pumfhed  with  whipping,  not  lefs  than 
fifteen,  nor  more  than  thirty-nine  lafhes,  at  the  diferetion  of  the 
court  martial,  if  a  private  foldier,  with  the  fame  punifhment. 

1  2.  f  <mv  officei  or  foldier  fhall  leave  his  poll  or  colours  in 
time  of  an  engagement,  to  go  in  fearch  of  plunder,  he  fhall 
il  a  commiffioned  officer  be  cafhiered  and  drummed  out  of  the 
army  with  infamy,  and  forfeit  all  fhare  of  plunder;  if  a  non! 
commiffioned  officer  or  foldier,  be  whipped,  not  lefs  than 
twenty,  nor  more  than  thirty-nine  lafhes,  according  to  the  nature 

of  the  offence,  and  forfeit  all  fhare  of  plunder  taken  from  the 
enemy. 
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Refohed ,  That  the  Congrefs  will  on  Monday 
next  refolve  ltfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole, 
id  conhder  the  trade  of  thtfc  Colonies. 

'  1 3.  Every  officer  commanding  a  regiment,  troop,  or  company, 

fhali,  upon  notice  given  to  him  by  the  commiffary  of  the 
mufters,  or  from  one  of  his  deputies,  alienable  the  regiment, 
troop,  or  company  under  his  command,  in  the  next  convenient 
place  for  their  being  muftered,  on  penalty  of  his  being  cafhieied, 
and  mulcted  ot  his  pay. 

14.  At  every  mufter,  the  commanding  officer  of  each  re¬ 
giment,  troop,  or  company,  there  prefent,  fhali  give  to  the 
com  miliary  of  muflers  certificates,  figned  by  himfelf,  fignifying 
how  long  luch  officers,  non -commiflioned  officcts,  and  foldieis, 
who  fliall  not  appear  at  the  laid  mufter,  have  been  abletit,  and 
the  reafon  of  their  abfence,  which  reafons  and  the  time  or 
ab fence,  (hall  be  inferted  in  the  mufter  rolls,  oppofite  to  the 
names  of  fuch  abfentees  t  And  the  furgeons  01  their  mates, 
fhali  at  the  fame  time  give  to  the  Commiflary  of  mutters  a  cer- 
certificate  figned  by  them,  fignifying  the  ftate  or  healtn  01  ficic- 
nefs  of  thofc  under  their  care,  and  the  laid  certificates  fhali,  to¬ 
gether  w-ith  the  mufter  roils,  he  by  the  laid  Com  miliary  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  General,  and  to  this  or  any  future  Congreis  of 
the  United  Colonies  or  Committee  appointed  tnereby,  within 
twenty  days  next  after  fuch  mufter  being  taken,  on  failure 
whereof,  the  Commiflary  fo  offending,  fhali  be  d  if  charged 
Irom  the  fervice. 

J£Very  officer  who  fhali  be  conv.idted,  before  a  genei <*1 
court-martial,  of  having  iigned  a  falfe  ceitilicate  relating  to 
the  abfence  of  either  officer,  non-commiflioned  officer,  or- pri¬ 
vate  foldier  j  and  every  Surgeon  or  iVlate  convicted,  of  Iignmg 
•a  falfe  certificate,  relating  to  the  health  01  fi.ckneis  oi  thofc 

under  his  care,  fhali  be  cafluered. 

16  All  officers  and  foldiers  who  fhali  wilfully,  or  through 
negligence,  difobey  any  general  or  lpecial  orders,  fliall,  ba 
puniihed  at  the  difcretionoi  a  regimental  court-maitial,  whcic 
the  offence  is  againft  a  regimental  order,  and  at  the  dilcretion 
of  a  general  court-martial, '  where  the  offence  is  againft  an  order 
given  from  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  commanding  of¬ 
ficer  of  any  detachment  or  poft,  and  fuch  general  court-martial 

can  be  had. 
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A  number  of  letters  .and  fpeeches  from  the 
Stockbridge  Indians  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs 
and  read. 

Rejohed,  That  the  Committee  for  Indian  affairs, 
do  piepare  proper  talks  to  the  feveral  tribes  of  In¬ 
dians,  for  engaging  the  continuance  of  their  friend- 
ihip  to  us,  and  neutrality  in  our  prefent  unhappy 
difpute  with  Great-Britain. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 

SATURDAY,  July  1,  1775. 

I  :  ,f 

Met  according  to  adjournment 

On  motion  made,  Rejohed,  That  in  cafe  any 
agent  of  the  miniftr y  dial!  induce  the  Indian  tribes, 
or  any  of  them,  to  commit  a&ual  hoftilities  againft 
thefe  colonies,  or  to  enter  into  an  offenfive  alliance 
with  the  Britifb  troops,  thereupon  the  colonies  ought 
to  avail  themfelves  of  an  alliance  with  luch  Indian 
nations  as  will  enter  into  the  fame,  to  oppofeYuch 
Britifh  troops  and  their  Indian  allies. 

Letters  being  received  by  exprefs  from  General 
Schuyler,  which  required  an  immediate  anfwer, 
were  laid  before  Congrefs,  and  after  due  delibera¬ 
tion,  an  anfwer  was  returned. 

On  motion  made,  Refolved ,  That  Lieutenant 
Patrick  Moncrief  have  liberty  to  return  to  England, 
on  giving  his  parole  of  honour,  that  he  will  not  adt 
againfl:  the  Americans  in  the  prefent  controverfy 
between  Great-Britain  and  thefe  Colonies. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  at  9  o’clock. 
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"m  ON  DAY,  July  3,  1775. 

* 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Sundry  letters  being  laid  before  the  Congrefs,  were 

read.  •  - 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congress 

refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  ot  the  whole,  to 
confider  the  trade  of  theie  colonies,  and  aftei  tome 
time,  the  President  refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Ward  reported  a  refolution  they  had  come  to. 

The  refolution  of  the  committee  being  read, 
was  at  the  defire  of  the  colony  ot  South-Carolina^ 
referred  for  farther  confideration  till  to-morrow.  t 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 


TUESDAY,  July  4,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
being  refumed  and  debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Refolved,  That  two  ads  paffed  in  the  firft  fcfiiort 
of  the  prefent  Parliament,  the  one  entitled,  “  An 
Ad  to  refrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  MalTachufett’s-Bay  and  New-Hampfhire, 
and  colonies  of  Connedicut  an  4  Rhode-Iiland,  and 
Providence  Plantation,  in  North-America,  toGreat- 
Britain,  Ireland  and  the  Britifh  Illands  in  the  Weft- 
Indies  ;  and  to  prohibit  fuch  Provinces  and  Colo¬ 
nies  from  carrying  on  any  fifhery  on  the  Banks  of 
Newfoundland"  or  other  places  therein  mentioned, 

under 
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under  certain  conditions  and  limitations.”  Th 
other  entitled,  “  An  Adi  to  reftrain  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  colonies  of  New-Jerfey,  Pennfyl- 
vania,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  South-Carolina,  to 
Great-Britain,  Ireland  and  the  Britifh  Iflands  in  the 
Welt -Indies,  under  certain  conditions  and  limita¬ 
tions,”  are  unconftitutional,  oppreftive  and  cruel  $ 
and  that  the  commercial  oppofition  of  thefe  colo¬ 
nies,  to  certain  acts  enumerated  in  the  Afibciation 
of  the  laft  Congrefs,  ought  to  be  made  againft  thefe, 
until  they  are  repealed. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  be  immediately  pub- 
lifhed. 

The  petition  to  the  King  being  again  read,  after 
feme  debate,  the  further  confideration  of  it  was  de¬ 
ferred  till  to-morrow. 

A>djourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 


/ 


WEDNESDAY,  July  5,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Several  letters  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs  and 
read. 

It  appearing  that  Governor  Philip  Skene  and  Mr. 
Lundy  have  defigris  inimical  to  America, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Dele¬ 
gates  of  the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  to  have  the 
order  of  Congrefs  of  the  27th  of  June  laft,  refpedt- 
ing  the  fending  Governor  Skene  to  Connedticut, 
immediately  carried  into  execution. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Lundy  be  fent  under  guard 
along  with  Governor  Skene  to  Connedticut,  there 
to  be  confined  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  ordered  with 

refpedt  to  Governor  Skene. 

•  Revived, 
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Refolved,  That  fuch  provilion  be  made  for  the 
fupport  of  Governor  Skene  and  Mr.  Lundy,  as 
Governor  Trumbull  fhall  think  proper,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Ordered ,  That  the  Prefident  write  to  Governor 
Trumbull  on  this  fubjeft,  and  enclofe  him  the 
above. orders  and  refolves. 

The  Congrels  then  refumed  the  conlideration  of 
the  petition  to  the  King,  and  the  fame  being  de¬ 
bated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to 
be  engroffed. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 


THURSDAY,  July  6,  1775. 


Met  according  to  adjournment. 

TheCongrefs  took  into  conlideration  the  addrels 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  and  after  fome 
debate,  the  fame  was  re-committed. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  declaration  was  re- 
commited  brought  in  the  fame,  which  being  again 
read  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as 
follows ; 
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A  DECLARATION  by  the  Representatives 

of  the  United  Colonies  of  North- America,  now 
.  viet  in  Congrefs,  at  Philadelphia ,  Jetting  forth  the 

caufes  and  necejjity  of  their  taking  up  Arms . 

'  If  it  was  poffible  for  men,  who  exercife  their 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  Divine  Author  of  our 
exiftence,  intended  a  part  of  the  human  race  to  hold 
an  abfolute  property  in,  and  an  unbounded  power 
over  others,  marked  out  by  his  infinite  goodnefs 
and  wifdom,  as  the  objeds  of  a  legal  domination 
never  rightfully  refiftable,  however  fevere  and  op- 
prefiive,  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  might  at 
leaft  require  from  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain 
fome  evidence,  that  this  dreadful  authority  over 
them  has  been  granted  to  that  body.  But  a  reve¬ 
rence  for  our  great  Creator,  principles  of  humanity, 
and  the  didates  of  common  fenle,  muff  convince 
all  thofe  who  refled  upon  the  fubjed,  that  govern¬ 
ment  was  inflituted  to  promote  the  welfare  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  ought  to  be  adminiflered  for  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  that  end.  The  legiflature  of  Great-Bri¬ 
tain,  however,  flimulated  by  an  inordinate  paflion 
for  a  power  not  only  unjuftifiable,  but  which  they 
know  to  be  peculiarly  reprobated  by  the  very  con- 
ftitution  of  that  kingdom*  and  defperate  of  fuccefs 
in  any  mode  of  conteft,  where  regard  fhould  be  had 
to  truth,  law  or  right,  have  at  length,  deferting 
thofe,  attempted  to  effed  their  cruel  and  impolitic 
purpofe  of  enflaving  thefe  colonies  by  violence,  and 
have  thereby  rendered  it  neceffary  for  us  to  clofe 
with  their  laft  appeal,  from  Reafon  to  Arms. 

- —Yet,  however  blinded  that  affembly  may 

be,  by  their  intemperate  rage  for  unlimited 

domi- 
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domination,  lb  to  flight  juftice  and  the  opinion  of 
mankind,  we  efteem  ourfelves  bound  by  obliga¬ 
tions  of  rcfpedt  to  the  reft  of  the  world/ to  make 

known  the  juftice  of  our  caufe. 

«  * 

Our  forefathers,  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of 
Great-Britain,  left  their  native  land,  to  feek  on 
thefe  mores  a  relidence  for  civil  and  religious 
freedom.  At  the  expence  of  their  blood,  at  the 
hazard  of  their  fortunes,  without  the  lead;  charge 
to  the  country  from  which  they  removed,  by  un- 
ceafing  labour  and  an  unconquerable  fpirit,  they 
effected  fettlements  in  the  diftantand  inhofpitable 
.wilds  of  America,  then  filled  with  numerous  and 
warlike  nations  of  barbarians. — Societies  or  go¬ 
vernments,  veiled  with  perfedt  legiflatures,  were 
formed  under  charters  from  the  crown,  and  an 
harmonious  intercourfe  was  eftablilhed  between 
the  colonies  and  the  kingdom  from  which  they 
derived  their  origin.  The  mutual  benefits  of  this 
union  became  in  a  fhort  time  fo  extraordinary,  as 
to  excite  aftonilhment.  It  is  univerfally  confefied, 
that  the  amazing  increafe  of  the  wealth,  ftrengrh 
and  navigation  of  the  realm,  arofe  from  this 
fource  ;  and  the  minifter,  who  fo  wifely  and  l'uc- 
celsfully  direded  the  meafures  of  Great-Britain 
in  the  late  war,  publicly  declared,  that  thele  co¬ 
lonies  enabled  her  to  triumph  over  her  enemies.— 
Towards  the  conclufion  of  that  war,  it  pleafed 
ourfovereign  to  make  a  change  in  his  counsels. — 
From  that  fatal  moment,  the  affairs  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  empire  began  to  fall  into  confufion,  and  gra¬ 
dually  Aiding  from  the  fummit  of  glorious  prof- 
perity,  to  which  they  had  been  advanced  by  the 
virtues  and  abilities  of  one  man,  are  at  length  d if— 
traded  by  the  convulfions,  that  now  fhake  it  to  its 
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deeped  foundations. — The  new  mini  dry  finding 
the  brave  foes  of  Britain,  though  frequently  de¬ 
feated,  yet  dill  contending,  took  up  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  idea  of  granting  them  a  hady  peace,  and 
of  then  fubduing  her  faithful  friends. 

Tilde  devoted  colonies  were  judged  to  be  in 
ttich  a  date,  as  to  prefent  victories  without  blood¬ 
shed,  and  all  the  eafy  emoluments  of  datuteable 
plunder. — The  uninterrupted  tenor  of  their  peace¬ 
able  and  refpedtful  behaviour  from  the  beginning 
of  colonization,  their  dutiful,  zealous  and  ufeful 
•Ter  vices  during  the  war,  tho’  fo  recently  and  am¬ 
ply  acknowledged,  in  the  mod  honourable  manner 
by  his  Majefly,  by  the  late  King,  and  by  Parlia¬ 
ment,  could  not  fave  them  from  the  meditated 
innovations. — Parliament  was  influenced  to  adopt 
the  pernicious  projeCt,  and  afiuming  a  new  power 
6ver  them,  have  in  the  courfe  of  eleven  years, 
given  inch  deciiive  fpecimens  of  the  Ipirit  and 
confequences  attending  this  power,  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  concerning  the  effedts  of  acquiefcence  un¬ 
der  it.  They  have  undertaken  to  give  and  grant 
our  money  without  our  confent,  though  we  have 
ever  exercifed  an  exclufive  right  to  difpofe  of 
our  own  property ;  datutes  have  been  palled  for 
extending  the  jurifdidtion  of  courts  of  Admir.  lty 
and  Vice  Admiralty  beyond  their  ancient  limits; 
for  depriving  us  of  the  accudomed  and  in- 
edimable  privilege  of  trial  by  jury  in  cafes 
affedting  both  life  and  property ;  for  depend¬ 
ing  the  legislature  of  one  of  the  colonies ; 
for  interdicting  all  commerce  to  the  capital 
of  another;  and  for  altering,  fundamentally  the 
form  of  government  edablilhed  by  charter,  and 
fecured  by  ads  of  its-  own  legiflature  folemnly 

confirmed. 
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confirmed  by  the  crown ;  for  exempting  the 
ct  murderers  of  colonifls  from  legal  trial,  and  in 
effect,  from  punifhment ;  for  ereCting  in  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  province,  acquired  by  the  joint  arms  of 
Great-Britain  and  America,  a  delpotifm  dange¬ 
rous  to  our  very  exiftence  ;  and  for  quartering  fol-^ 
diers  upon  the  colonifls  in  time  of  profound  peace* 
It  has  alto  been  refolved  in  parliament,  that  co- 
lonifts  charged  with  committing  certain  offences, 
fhall  be  tranfported  to  England  to  be  tried. 

But  why  fhould  we  enumerate  our  injuries  in 
detail  ?  By  one  ftatute  it  is  declared,  that  parlia¬ 
ment  can  u  of  right  make  laws  to  bind  us  tn  all 
cajes  wbatfoever."  What  is  to  defend  us  againft 
fo  enormous,  fo  unlimited  a  power  ?  Not  a  An¬ 
gle  man  of  thofe  who  affume  it,  is  cholen  by  us ; 
or  is  fuhjeCt  to  our  controul  or  influence ;  but  on 
the  contrary,  they  are  all  of  them  exempt  from 
the  operation  of  fuch  laws,  and  an  American 
revenue,  if  not  diverted  from  the  oftenfible  pur- 
pofes  for  which  it  is  railed,  would  actually  lighten 
their  own  burdens  in  proportion,  as  they  increafe 
ours.  We  faw  the  mifery  to  which  fuch  dcfpo- 
tifm  would  reduce  us.  We  for  ten  years  incel- 
fantly  and  ineffectually  befieged  the  Throne  as 
fupplicants ;  we  reafaned,  we  remonff rated  with 
parliament  in  the  moft  mild  and  decent  language. 

Adminiflration,  fenfible  that  we  fhould  regard 
thefe  oppreffive  meafures  as  freemen  ought  to  do, 
fent  over  fleets  and  armies  to  enforce  them.  The 
indignation  of  the  Americans  was  roufed,  it  is 
true;  but  it  was  the  indignation  of  a  virtuous,  loyal 
and  affectionate  people.  A  Congrefs  of  Dele¬ 
gates  from  the  united  colonies  was  affembled  at 
Philadelphia,  on  the  fifth  day  of  laft  September. 
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We  refolved  again  to  offer  an  humble  and  dutiful 
petition  to  the  King,  and  alio  addrell'ed  our  fel¬ 
low  iubjeds  of  Great  Britain.  We  have  purfued 
every  temperate,  every  refpeftful  meafure,  we 
ha\  l\  en  pi  oceeded  to  break  off  our  commercial 
intercourse  with  our  fellow  fubjeds,  as  the  laffc 
peaceble  admonition,  that  our  attachment  to  no 
.  nation  upon  earth  fbould  lupplant  oar  attach¬ 
ment  to  liberty.  — This,  we  fattened  ourfelver, 
was  the  ultimate  ftep  of  the  controverfy :  But 
lub  ecjucnt  events  have  fhewn,  how  vain  was  this 
hope  of  finding  moderation  in  our  enemies. 

Several  threatening  expreffions  aga  nfi:  the  Co¬ 
lonies  were  inferted  in  his  Majefty’s  Speech  j  our 
petition,  though  we  were  to! d  it  was  a  decent  one, 
that  his  Majelly  had  been  pleafed  to  receive  it  gra- 
cioufly,  and  to  promife  laying  it  before  hi;  Par¬ 
liament,  was  huddled  into  both  homes  among  a 
bunole  of  American  papers,  and  there  negledted. 
The  Lods  and  Commons  in  their  addrefs,  in  the 
month  of  February,  faid,  “  that  a  rebellion  at 
that  time  actually  exilled  within  the  province  of 
Maffachufett  s-Bay  ;  and  that  thole  concerned  in 
it,  had  been  countenanced  and  encouraged  by 
unlawful  combinations  and  engagements,  entered 
into  by  his  _ Majefty’s  fubjeds  in  feveral  of  the 
other  Colonies;  and  therefore  they  befought  his 
Majefty,  that  he  would  take  the  moft  effedtual 
mediires  to  inforce  due  obedience  to  tiie  laws  and 
authority  of  the  fupreme  legillature.”— -Soon  after, 
the  commercial  intercourfe  of  whole  Colonies, 
with  foreign  countries,  and  with  each  other,  was 
cut  off  by  an  ad  of  Parliament ;  by  another, 
feveral  of  them  were  entirely  prohibited  from 
the  fillieries  in  the  feas  near  their  coaffs, 

op 
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on  which  they  always  depended  for  their 
fuftenance  ;  and  large  reinforcements  of  {hips  and 
troops  were  immediately  fent  over  to  General 
Gage. 

Fruitlefs  were  all  the  intreaties,  arguments,  and 
eloquence  of  an  illuftrious  band  of  the  moil  diftin- 
guilhed  Peers  and  Commoners,  who  nobly  and 
ftrenuouily  afferted  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  to 
flay,  or  even  to  mitigate  the  heedlefs  fury  with 
which  thefe  accumulated  and  unexampled  out¬ 
rages  were  hurried  on. — Equally  fruitlefs  was  the 
interference  of  the  city  of  London,  of  Briftol,  and 
many  other  refpedtable  towns  in  our  favour.  Par¬ 
liament  adopted  an  infidious  manoeuvre  calculated 

JL 

to  divide  us,  to  eftablith  a  perpetual  audHon  of  tax¬ 
ations  where  Colony  fhould  bid  again (l  Colony, 

all  ot  them  uninformed  what  ranlom  would  re- 

»  9 

deem  their  lives,  and  thus  to  extort  from  us,  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  the  unknown  fums  that 
fhould  be  fufficient  to  gratify,  if  poffible  to  grati¬ 
fy,  minifterial  rapacity,  with  the  miferable  in¬ 
dulgence  left  to  us  or  railing,  in  our  own  mode, 
the  preferibed  tribute,  What  terms  more  rigid 
and  humilating  could  have  been  didfated  by  re- 
morfelels  vidtors  to  conquered  enemies  ?  In  our 
circumllances,  to  accept  them,  would  be  todeferve 
them, 

>  Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  thefe  nroceedip^s 

O  i  43 

arrived  on  this  continent.  General  Gage,  who  in 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  year,  had  taken  po  Hellion  of 
the  town  of  Bo  lion,  in  the  province  of  Mafla- 
chulvtt’s-Bay,  and  flill  occupied  it  as  a  garrifon, 
on  the  19th  day  of  April,  fent  out  from  that  place 
a  large  detachment  of  his  army,  who  made  an 
unprovoked  alfault  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
province,  at  the  town  of  Lexington,  as  appears  by 
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the  affidavits  of  a  great  number  of  perfons,  feme 
of  whom  were  officers  and  foldiers  of  that  de- 

*  +4 

tachment,  murdered  eight  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
wounded  many  others.  From  thence  the  troops 
proceeded  in  warlike  array  to  the  town  of  Con¬ 
cord,  where  they  fet  upon  another  party  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  fame  province,  killing  feveral, 
and  wounding  more,  until  compelled  to  retreat  by 
the  country  people  fuddenly  aflembled  to  repel 
this  cruel  aggreffion.  Hoftilities,  thus  commenced 
by  the  British  troops,  have  been  fince  profecuted 
by  them  without  regard  to  faith  or  reputation. — 
The  inhabitants  of  Bolton  being  confined  within 
that  town  by  the  General  their  Governor,  and 
having,  in  order  to  procure  their  difmifiion,  en¬ 
tered  into  a  treaty  with  him,  it  was  ftipulated  that 
the  faid  inhabitants  having  depofited  their  arms 
with  their  own  magiftrates,  thould  have  liberty  to 
depart,  taking  with  them  their  other  effedls.  They 
accordingly  delivered  up  their  arms,  but  in  open 
violation  of  honour,  in  defiance  of  the  obligation 
of  treaties,  which  even  favage  nations  efteemed 
lacred,  the  Governor  ordered  the  arms  depofited  as 
-aforefaid,  that  they  might  be  preferved  for  their 
owners,  to  he  feized  by  a  body  of  foldiers ;  de¬ 
tained  the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
town,  and  compelled  the  few’  who  were  permitted 
to  retire,  to  leave  their  moil  valuable  effedts 
behind. 

By  this  perfidy,  wives  are  feparated  from  their 
hufbands,  children  from  their  parents,  the  aged 
and  the  fick  from  their  relations  and  friends,  who 
wifh  to  attend  and  comfort  them ;  and  thofe  who 
have  been  ufed  to  live  in  plenty,  and  even  ele- 


are 


reduced  to  deplorable  di  ft  re  Is. 
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The  General  further  emulating  his  minifteria! 
matters,  by  a  proclamation  bearing  date  on  the 
12th  day  of  June,  after  venting  the  grofleft  falle- 
hoods,  and  calumnies  againd  the  good  people  of 
thefe  Colonies,  proceeds  to  “  declare  them  all, 

,e  either  by  name  or  defeription,  to  be  rebels  and 
“  traitors,  to  fuperfede  the  courfe  of  the  com- 
“  mon  law,  and  inftead  thereof  to  puhlifh  and 
«<  order  the  ufe  and  exercife  of  the  law  martial. 
His  troops  have  butchered  our  countrymen  ;  have 
wantonly  burnt  Charledown,  befides  a  conuder- 
able  number  of  houies  in  other  places ;  out  tin i p> .-> 
and  veffels  are  feizedj  the  neceffary  fupplies  of 
provifions  are  intercepted,  and  he  is  exerting  his 
utmoft  power  to  fpread  dedruefion  and  deveffation 

around  him. 

We  have  received  certain  intelligence,  that  Ge¬ 
neral  Carleton,  the  governor  of  Canada,  is  infhga- 
ting  the  people  of  that  province  and  the  Indians 
to  fall  upon  us ;  and  we  have  but  too  much  rea- 
fon  to  apprehend,  that  fchemes  have  been  formed 
to  excite  domeftic  enemies  againft  us.  ^  In  brief, 
a  part  of  thefe  Colonies  now  feel,  and  at-  or  tncm 
are  fure  of  feeling,  as  far  as  the  vengeance  of  ad- 
miniftration  can  lndicf  them,  the  complicated  ca¬ 
lamities  of  fire,  fword,  and  famine.  Vv  e  aie  in¬ 
duced  to  the  alternative  of  chufing  an  uncondi¬ 
tional  fubmiffion  to  the  tyranny  of  irritated  mi- 
nifters,  or  refiftance  by  force. —  fhe  latter  is  our 
choice. — We  have  counted  the  cod  of  this  coa¬ 
ted,  and  find  nothing  fo  dreadful  as  voluntary 
flavery. — Honor,  judice,  and  humanity  forbid  us 
tamtly  to  furrender  that  freedom  which  we  re¬ 
ceived  from  our  gallant  ancedors,  and  whica  our 
ianocent  poderity  have  a  right  to  receive  from  us. 

We  cannot  endure  the  infamy  and  guilt  of  refign- 

,  -  in? 
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ing  fucceeding  generations  to  that  wretchednefs 
which  inevitably  awaits  them,  if  we  bafely  entail 
hereditary  bondage  upon  them. 

Oui  eaufe  is  juli.  Our  Union  is  perfedL  Our 
internal  resources  are  great,  and  if  neceffary, 
foreign  afliltance  is  undoubtedly  attainable. —We 
gratefully  acknowledge,  as  fignal  inftances  of  the 
Divme  favour  towards  us,  that  his  Providence 
would  not  permit  us  to  be  called  into  this  fevere 
controverfy,  until  we  were  grown  up  to  our  pre- 
ient  lixength,  had  been  previoufly  exercifed  in 
warlike  operations,  and  pofleffed  or  the  means  of 
defending  ourielves. — With  hearts  fortified  with 
dieie  animating  reflexions,  we  mod  folemnly,  be- 
acre  God  and  the  world  declare,  that,  exerting 
the  utmod  energy  of  thole  powers,  which  our 
Lv Deficient  Creator  hath  gracioully  beftowed  upon 
us,  the  arms  we  have  been  compelled  by  our 
enemies  to  a  flu  me,  wc  will,  m  defiance  of  every 
hazard,  with  unabating  firmnefs  and  perfeverance, 
employ  lor  the  preservation  of  our  liberties,  beino* 
with  one  mind  icfolved,  to  die  freemen  rather 
than  to  live  Slaves. 

Led  tins  declaration  fhould  dilquiet  the  minds 
of  our  friends  and  fellow-fubjedts  in  any  part  of 
the  emoire,  we  aflure  them  that  we  mean  not 
to  diffolve  that  Union  which  has  fo  long  and 
fo  happily  fub lilted  between  11s,  and  which  we 
fincerely  wifh  to  fee  redored.— — -Neceflity  has 
not  yet  driven  us  into  that  defperate  meafure, 
or  induced  us  to  excite  any  other  nation  to 
war  againft  them. — - — We  have  not  raifed  ar¬ 
mies  with  ambitious  dengns  of  feparating  from 
O  eat- Britain,  and  edabldhing  independent  dates. 
— We  fight  not  for  glory  or  for  conqued.  We 
exhibit  to  mankind  the  remarkable  fpedlacle  of  a 
people  attacked  by  unprovoked  enemies,  without 

any 
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any  imputation,  or  even  fufpicion,  of  offence. 
They  boaft  of  th  eir  privileges  and  civilization, 
and  yet  offer  no  milder  conditions  than  iervituae 
or  death. — 

In  our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  the  free¬ 
dom  that  is  our  birth-right,  and  which  we  ever 
enjoyed  till  the  late  violation  of  it — for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  our  property,  acquired  folely  by  the 
honeft  induftry  of  our  fore-fathers  and  ourfelves, 
againft  violence  actually  offered,  we  have  taken 
up  arms.  We  fhall  lay  them  down  when  hofti- 
lities  (hall  ceafe  on  the  part  of  the  aggreffors,  and  . 
all  danger  of  their  being  renewed  fhall  be  remov¬ 
ed,  and  not  before. 

With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of 
the  fupreme  and  impartial  Judge  and  Ruler  of 
the  Univerfe,  we  moft  devotly  implore  his  divine 
goodnefs  to  proteCt  us  happily  through  this  great 
conflict,  to  difpofe  our  adverfaries  to  reconcilia¬ 
tion  on  reafonable  terms,  and  thereby  to  relieve 
the  empire  from  the  calamities  of  civil  war. 

On  a  motion  made,  Refolved ,  That  a  letter  be 
prepared  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Livery  of  the  city  of  London,  exprefling  the  thanks 
ot  this  Congrels,  for  their  virtuous  and  fpirited 
oppofition  to  the  oppreflive  and  ruinous  fyftem  of 
Colony  Adminiftration  adopted  by  the  Britifh  Mi- 
niftry. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to 
draught  an  Addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great-Bri- 
tain,  do  prepare  thi'. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 
FRIDAY,  July  7,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

O  J 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Addrefs  to  tire 
people  of  Great-Britain  waste-committed,  brought 
i  the  fame,  which  being  again  read  and  deba- 

S  ted, 
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ted,  the  farther  confideration  thereof  was  deferred 
till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 

SATURDAY,  July  8,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

-  ne  petition  to  the  King  being  engroffed,  was 

compared  at  the  table  and  figned  by  the  Members 

prefers  t. 

To  the  KING’S  Moil  Excellent  MAJESTY. 

Moil  gracious  Sovereing, 

M' E  your  Majetty’s  faithful  fubjedts  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies  of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufett’s-Bay, 
Rhode-Illand,  and  Providence  Plantations,  Con¬ 
necticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylva- 
nia,  the  Counties  of  New^  Cattle,  Kent  and  Suffex 
on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Caro- 
lina,  and  South-Carolina,  in  behalt  of  ourfelves, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  Colonies,  who  have 
deputed  us  to  reprefent  them  in  General  Congrefs, 
entreat  your  Majetty’s  gracious  attention  to  this 
our  humble  petition. 

The  union  between  our  Mother  Country  and 
thefe  Colonies,  and  the  energy  or  mild  and  juft 
government,  produced  benefits  fo  remarkably 
important,  and  afforded  fuch  an  affurance  of 
their  permanency  and  increafe,  that  the  won¬ 
der  and  envy  of  other  nations  were  excited, 
while  they  beheld  Great-Britain  riling  to  a  pow¬ 
er  the  mofl  extraordinary,  the  world  had  ever 
known. 

Her  rivals,  obferving  that  there  was  no  pro¬ 
bability  of  this  happy  connedlion  being  broken 
by  civil  diflentions,  and  apprehending  its  future 
effettts,  if  left  any  longer  undifturbed,  refolved  to 
prevent  her  receiving  fuch  continual  and  formi¬ 
dable  acceffions  of  wealth  and  ttrength,  by  check¬ 
ing 
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ing  the  growth  of  thofe  fettlemeftts  from  which, 
they  were  to  be  derived. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  attempt,  events  fo 
unfavourable  to  the  deftgn  took  place,  that  every 
friend  to  the  intereft  of  Great-Britain  and  thefe 
Colonies,  entertained  pleafing  and  reafonable  ex- 
petitions  of  feeing  an  additional  force  and  exer¬ 
tion  immediately  given  to  the  operations  of  the 
union  hitherto  experienced,  by  an  enlargement 
of  the  dominions  of  the  crown,  and  the  removal 
of  ancient  and  warlike  enemies  to  a  greater  dil- 


tance. 

At  the  conclufion  thereof  of  the  late  war,  the 
moft  glorious  and  advantageous  tnat  ever  had 
been  carried  on  by  Britifh  Arms,  your  loyal  co¬ 
lonies,  having  contributed  to  its  fuccefs,  by  foch 
repeated  and  ftrenuous  exertions,  as  frequently 
procured  them  the  diftinguifhed  approbation  of 
your  Majefty,  of  the  late  King,  and  of  Pailia- 
ment,  doubted  not,  but  that  they  ihould  be  per¬ 
mitted,  with  the  reft  of  the  empire,  to  (hare  in 
the  bleffings  of  peace,  and  the  emoluments  of 

viftory  and  conqueft,  , 

While  thefe  recent  and  honourable  acknow¬ 
ledgements  of  their  merits  remained  on  lecord 
in  the  journals  and  adts  of  that  auguft  legi^  a- 
ture,  the  Parliament,  undefaced  by  the  im¬ 
putation  or  even  the  fufpicion  of  any  of¬ 
fence,  they  were  alarmed  by  a  new  fyftem  o' 
ftatutes  and  regulations  adopted  for  the  admi- 
niftration  of  the  Colonies,  that  filled  their  minds 
with  the  moft  painful  fears  and  jealoufies;  and, 
to  their  inexprefiible  aftoniihment,  perceived  the 
danger  of  a  foreign  quarrel  quickly  fucceeded  by 
domeftic  danger,  in  their  judgment  of  a  more 

dreadful  kind,  .  ,T 

S  2  Xor 


Nor  were  thefe  anxieties  alleviated  by  any  ten- 

ferafr*-  t0  pr0tn0tC  the  welf^e  of 
their  Mother  Country.  For  though  its  effeds 

were  more  immediately  felt  by  them,  yet  its  in- 

uence  appeared  to  be  injurious  to  the  commerce 
and  profperity  of  Great  Britain. 

.  ■  lhall  decline  the  ungrateful  talk  of  defcrib- 

,n«  the  1!kfome  variety  of  artifices,  pradifed  by 

minifters,  the  delufive 
pretences  fruitlefs  terrors,  and  unavailing  feveri- 

ties  that  have  from  time  to  time  been  dealt  out  by 

-  lem,  in  their  attempts  to  execute  this  impolitic 

Fan,  or  of  tracing  through  a  feries  of  years  pad 

fWRg‘fS  0t  jhewhappy  differences  between 
at  Britain  and  thefe  Colonies,  that  have  flowed 
from  this  fatal  fource. 

Your  Majefly’s  miniflers,  perfevering  in  their 
meatures,  and  proceeding  to  open  hofliiities  for 
en  oicing  them,  have  compelled  us  to  arm  in  our 
own  defence,  and  have  engaged  us  in  a  contro- 
verfy  fo  peculiarly  abhorren1  to  the  affedions  of 
your  dill  faithful  Colomds,  that  when  we  confi- 
der  whom  we  mud  oppofe  in  this  conted,  and  if 
it  continues  what  may  be  the  confequences,  our 
own  particular  misfortunes  are  accounted  by  us 
only  as  parts  of  our  didrefs.  '  2  i 

Knowing  to  what  violent  refentments  and  in¬ 
curable  ammofities,  civil  difcords  are  .apt  to  exaf- 
perate  and  inflame  the  contending  parties,  we 
think  our  elves  required  by  indifpenfible  obliga- 
tions  to  Almighty  God,  to  your  Majefly,  to  our 
fellow-fubjects,  and  to  ourfelves,  immediately  to 
ule  all  the  means  in  our  power,  not  incompatible 
with  our  fafety,  for  flopping  the  further  effufion 
ot  blood,  and  ior  averting  the  impending  calami¬ 
ties  that  threaten  the  Britifh  empire.  . 

Thus  called  upon  to  addrefs  your  Maj’efly  on  - 

affairs 
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affairs  of  luch  moment  to  America,  and  probably 
to  all  your  dominions,  we  are  earneftly  defirous 
of  performing  this. office,  with  the  utmoft  defe¬ 
rence  for  your  Majefty  ;  and  we  therefore  pray, 
that  your  Majefty’s  royal  magnanimityand  benevo¬ 
lence  may  make  the  moft  favourable  conftruc— 
tions  of  our  expreflions  on  fo  uncommon  an  oc¬ 
casion.  Could  we  reprefent,  in  their  full  force, 
the  fentiments  that  agitate  the  minds  of  us  your 
dutiful  fubjedts,  we  are  perfuaded,  your  IVfaJefly 
would  afcribe  any  feeming  deviation  from  reve¬ 
rence  in  our  language,  and  even  in  our  eondudf, 
not  to  any  reprehenfible  intention,  but  to  the 
impofiibility  of  reconciling  the  ufual  appearances 
of  refpeft  with  a  juft  attention  to  our  own  prefer- 
vation  again  ft.  thefe  artful  and  cruel  enemies,  who 
abufe  your  royal  confidence  and  authority,  for  the 
purpofe  of  aftedting  our  deftrudiion. 

Attached  to  your  Majefty’s  perlbn,  family,  and 
government,  with  all  devotion  that  principle  and 
affe&ion  can  infpire,  connected  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  that  can  unite  focieties, 
and  deploring  every  event  that  tends  in  any  degree 
to  weaken  them,  we  folemnly  allure  your  Ma¬ 
jefty,  that  we  not  only  moft  ardently  delire  the 
former  harmony  between  her  and  thefe  Colonies 
may  be  reftored  g.  but  that  a  concord  may  beefta- 
blifhed  between  them  upon  lb  firm  a  bafis  as  to 
perpetuate  its  bleftings  uninterrupted  by  any  fu¬ 
ture  difientions  to  fucceeding  generations  in  both 
countries,  and  to  tranfmit  your  Majefty’s  name  to 
pofterity,  adorned  with  that  fignal  and  lafting 
glory,  that  has  attended  the  memory  of  thole 
illuftrious  perfonages,  whofe  virtues  and  abilities 
have  extricated  ftates  from  dangerous  convulfions,. 
and,  by  lecuring  happinefs  to  others,  have  eredled 
the  moft  noble  and  durable  monuments  to  their 
own  fame.  We 
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We  beg  leave  farther  to  allure  your  Majefty, 
that  notwithftanding  the  fuffe rings  of  your'loyal 
Colonifts,  during  the  courfe  o'  this  prefent  con- 
troverfv,  our  breafts  retain  too  tender  a  regard  for 
tae  kingdom  from  which  we  derive  our  origin, 
to  requeft  iuch  a  reconciliation  as  might  in  any 
manner  be  inconfiftent  with  her  dignity  or  her 
welfare.  Thefe,  related  as  we  are  to  her,  honour 
and  duty,  as  well  as  inclination,  induce  us  to  lup- 
port  and  advance ;  and  the  apprehenfions,  that 
now  opprefs  our  hearts  with  unfpeakable  grief, 
being  once  removed,  your  Majefty  will  find  your 
faithful  fubjedts  on  this  continent  ready  and  wil- 
ling  at  all  times,  as  they  have  ever  been,  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  aiTert  and  maintain  the 
rights  and  interefts  of  your  Majefty,  and  of  our 
Mother  Country. 

We  therefore  befeech  your  Majefty,  that  your 
royal  authority  and  influence  may  be  gracioufly 
interpofed  to  procure  us  relief  from  our  afflidting 
fears  and  jealouftes,  occafioned  by  the  fyftem  be¬ 
fore-mentioned,  and  to  fettle  peace  through  every 
part  of  your  dominions,  with  all  humility  fubmit- 
tingto  your  Majefty’s  wife  confideration,  whether 
it  may  not  be  expedient  for  facilitating  thofe  im¬ 
portant  purpofes,  that  your  Majefty  be  pleafed  to 
diredt  fome  mode,  by  which  the  united  applica¬ 
tions  of  your  faithful  Colonifts  to  the  Throne,  in 
purfuance  of  their  Common  Councils,  may  be  im¬ 
proved  into  a  happy  and  permanent  reconcilia¬ 
tion;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  meafures  may 
be  taken  for  preventing  the  further  deftrudtion 
of  the  lives  of  your  Majefty’s  fubjedts  ;  and  that 
fuch  ftaiutes  as  more  immediately  diftrefs  any  of 
your  Majefty’s  Colonies,  may  be  repealed. 

For  by  inch  arrangements  as  your  Majefty’s 
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wifdom  can  form  for  collecting  the  united  fenfe  of 
your  American  people,  we  are  convinced,  your 
Majefty  would  receive  fuch  fatisfaftory  proofs  of 
the  difpolitioii  of  the  Colonifts  towards  their  fo- 
vereign  and  the  parent  ftate,  that  the  wifhed  for 
opportunity  would  foon  be  reftored  to  them,  of 
evincing  the  fihcerity  of  their  profeffions,  by  every 
teftimony  of  devotion  becoming  the  molt  dutiful 
fubje&s,  and  the  moff  affectionate  Colonifts. 

That  your  Majefty  may  enjoy  a  long  and  prof- 
perous  reign,  and  that  your  delcendants  may  go¬ 
vern  vour  dominions,  with  honor  to  themfelves 
andhappinefs  to  their  fubjedls,  is  our  fincere  prayer. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to 
the  Lord-mayor,  &c.  reported  the  lame,  which 
was  read. 

On  motion,  Rcfolved ,  That  the  fame  Commit¬ 
tee  prepare  a  letter  to  Richard  Penn,  Efq.  and  the 
Colony  Agents,  by  name,  in  hngland. 

The  Congrefs  then  relumed  the  confideration 
of  the  addrels  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain, 
which  being  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed 
to  as  follows  : 

The  Twelve  United  Colonies  by  their  Delegates 
in  Congrels,  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great-Britain. 

Friends,  Countrymen,  and  Brethren  ! 

BY  thefe,  and  every  other  appellation,  that 
mav  delignate  the  ties,  which  bind  US  to  each 
other,  we  entreat  vour  ferious  attention  to  this 
our  fecond  attempt  to  prevent  their  diflolution. 
Remembrance  of  former  triendlhips,  pride  in  the 
glorious  atchievementsof  our  common  anceftors  and 
affedtion  for  the  heirs  of  their  virtues,  have  hi¬ 
therto  preferved  our  mutual  connedtion ;  but  when 
that  friendlhip  is  violated  by  the  grofieft  injuries ; 
when  the  pride  of  anceftry  becomes  our  reproach* 
and  we  are  no  otherwife  allied  than  as  tyrants  and 
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ilaves ;  when  reduced  to  the  melancholy  alterna¬ 
tive  of  renouncing  your  favor,  or  our  Freedom  : 
can  we  hefitate  about  the  choice?  Let  the  ipirit 
of  Britons  determine. 

In  a  former  Addrefs,  we  averted  our  Rights 
and  dated  the  injuries  we  had -then  received. 
We  hoped,  that  the  mention  of  our  wrongs 
would  have  roufed  that  honed  indignation,  which 
has  dept  too  long  for  your  honour,  or  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  empire.  But  we  have  not  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  entertain  this  pleating  expedation. 
Every  day  brought  an  accumulation  of  injuries, 
2nd  the  invention  of  the  minidry  has  been  con- 
dantly  exercifed,  in  adding  to  the  calamities  of 
your  American  Brethren. 

After  the  mod  valuable  right  of  legislation  was 
infringed;  when  the  powers  adurned  by  your 
parliament,  in  which  we  are  not  reprefented,  and 
from  our  local  and  other  circumdances  cannot 
properly  be  reprefented,  rendered  our  property 
precarious  ;  after  being  denied  that  mode  of  trial, 
to  which  we  have  long  been  indebted  for  thefafety 
of  our  Perfons  and  the  prefervation  of  our  Liber¬ 
ties;  after  being  in  many  indances  diveded  of  thofe 
laws,  which  were  tranfmitted  to  US  by  our  com¬ 
mon  Ancedors,  and  iubjected  to  an  arbitrary  code, 
compiled  under  the  aufpices  of  Roman  tyrants; 
after  thofe  charters,  which  encouraged  our  prede-* 
celfors  to  brave  death  and  danger  in  every  (hape, 
on  unknown  feas,  in  defarts  unexplored,  amidd: 
barbarous  and  inholpitable  nations,  were  annuled  ; 
when,  without  the  form  of  trial,  without  a  pub¬ 
lic  acculation,  whole  colonies  were  condemned; 
their  trade  dedroyed,  their  inhabitants  impove- 
rifhed ;  when  fbldiers  were  encouraged  to 
embrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  Americans, ; 
by  offers  of  impunity ;  when  new  modes  of 
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trial  were  inftituted  for  the  ruin  of  the  accufed, 
where  the  charge  carried  with  it  the  horrors  of  con¬ 
viction ;  when  a  defpotic  government  was  eftablifh- 
ed  in  a  neighbouring  province,  and  its  limits  ex¬ 
tended  to  every  of  our  frontiers;  we  little  imagined 
that  any  thing  could  be  added  to  this  black  cata¬ 
logue  of  unprovoked  injuries :  but  we  have  unhap¬ 
pily  been  deceived ;  and  the  late  meafures  of  the 
Britifh  miniftry  fully  convince  us,  that  their  bbjeCt 
is  the  reduction  of  thefe  colonies  to  flavery  and  ruin. 

To  confirm  this  aifertion,  let  us  recall  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  affairs  of  America,  fince  our  laft  addrefs. 
Let  us  combat  the  calumnies  of  our  enemies;  and 
let  us  warn  you  of  the  dangers  that  threaten  you,  in 
our  deftruCtion.  Many  of  your  fellow  fubjeCts, 
whofe  fituation  deprived  them  of  other  fupport, 
drew  their  maintenance  from  the  fea ;  but  the  de¬ 
privation  of  our  Liberty  being  infufficient  to  fatisfy 
the  refentment  of  our  enemies,  the  horrors  of  fa¬ 
mine  were  fuperadded,  and  a  Britifh  Parliament, 
who,  in  better  times,  were  the  protectors  of  inno¬ 
cence  and  the  patrons  of  humanity,  have,  without 
diftinCtion  of  age  or  fex,  robbed  thoufands  of  the 
food,  which  they  were  accuftorned  to  draw  from 
that  inexhauftible  fource,  placed  in  their  neighbour¬ 
hood  by  the  benevolent  Creator. 

Another  aCt  of  your  legiflature  fhuts  our  ports 
and  prohibits  our  trade  with  any  but  tnofe  States, 
from  whom  the  great  law  of  felf-prefervation  ren¬ 
ders  it  abfolutely  neceffary  we  fhould  at  prefent 
withold  our  commerce.  But  this  aCt  (whatever 
may  have  been  its  defign)  we  confider  rather  as  in¬ 
jurious  to  your  opulence,  than  our  intereft.  All 
our  commerce  terminates  with  you;  and  the  wealth, 
we  procure  from  other  nations  is  foon  exchanged 
for  your  fuperfluities..  Our  remittances  muft  then 
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ceafe  with  our  trade  }  and  our  refinements  with  our 
affluence.  We  trull  however,  that  laws,  which 
deprive  us  of  every  bleffing,  but  a  foil  that  teems 
with  the  neceflaries  of  life,  and  that  liberty  which 
renders  the  enjoyment  of  them  fecure,  will  not  re¬ 
lax  our  vigour  in  their  defence. 

We  might  here  obferve  on  the  cruelty  and  incon- 
fiftency  of  thofe,  who  while  they  publicly  brand  us 
with  reproachful  and  unworthy  epithets,  endea¬ 
vour  to  deprive  us  of  the  means  of  defence,  by  their 
interpolation  with  foreign  powers,  and  to  deliver  us 
to  the  lawlefs  ravages  of  a  mtrcilefs  foldiery.  But 
happily  we  are  not  without  refources ;  and  though 
the  timid  and  humiliating  applications  of  a  Britilh 
miniftry  fhould  prevail  with  foreign  nations,  yet  in- 
dullry,  prompted  by  neceffity,  will  not  leave  us 
without  the  necdTary  fupplies.  We  could  with  to 
go  no  further,  and,  not  to  wound  the  ear  of  huma¬ 
nity,  leave  untold  thofe  rigorous  ads  of  oppreffion, 
which  are  daily  exercifed  in  the  town  ofBofton,  did 
we  not  hope,  that  by  difclaiming  their  deeds  and 
punilhing  the  perpetrators,  you  would  fhortly  vin¬ 
dicate  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  name  and  re-eftablifh 
the  violated  laws  of  juflice. 

That  once  populous,  flourilhing  and  commercial 
town  is  now  garrifoned  by  an  army  fent,  not  to 
protect,  but  to  enflave  its  inhabitants. — The  civil 
government  is  overturned,  and  a  military  defpotifm 
ereded  upon  its  ruins.  Without  law,  without 
right,  powers  are  alfumed  unknown  to  the  confti- 
tution.  Private  property  is  unjuftly  invaded.  The 
inhabitants  daily  fubjeded  to  the  licentioufnefs  of 
the  foldiery,  are  forbid  to  remove  in  defiance  of 
their  natural  rights,  in  violation  of  the  mofl  folemn 
compads.  Or  if,  after  long  and  'wearifome  fo- 
licitation,  a  pafs  is  procured,  their  effeds  are  de¬ 
tained 
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tained,  and  even  thofe  who  are  moil  iavoured,  have 
no  alternative  but  poverty  or  llavery.  1  he  diftrefs 
of  many  thoufand  people,  wantonly  deprived  of  the 
neceflaries  of  life,  is  a  fubjed,  on  which  we  would 

not  wifh  to  enlarge.  ,  f 

Yet  we  cannot  but  obferve,  that  a  Britifh  fleet 
(unjuftifiea  even  by  ads  of  your  legiflature)  are 
daily  employed  in  ruining  our  commerce,  feizing 
our  {hips,  and  depriving  whole  communities  of  their 
daily  bread.  Nor  will  a  regard  for  your  honor  per¬ 
mit  us  to  be  filent,  while  Britifh  troops  fully  your 
glory,  by  adions,  which  the  moft  inveterate  en¬ 
mity  will  not  palliate  among  civilized  nations ;  the 
wanton  and  unneceflary  deftrudion  of  Charleftown, 
a  large,  ancient  and  once  populous  town,  juft  be¬ 
fore  deferted  by  its  inhabitants,  who  had  fled  to 
avoid  the  fury  of  your  foldiery. 

If  you  flill  retain  thofe  fentiments  of  compaffion, 
by  which  Britons  have  ever  been  diftinguifhed ; 
if  the  humanity,  which  tempered  the  valour  of  our 
common  anceftors,  has  not  degenerated  into  cruel¬ 
ty,  you  will  lament  the  miferies  of  their  defendants. 

To  what  are  we  to  attribute  this  treatment;  It 
to  any  fecret  principle  of  the  conftitution,  let  it  be 
mentioned  j  let  us  learn,  that  the  government,  we 
have  long  revered,  is  not  without  its  defeds,  and 
that  while  it  gives  freedom  to  a  part,  it  necef- 
farily  enflaves  the  remainder  of  the  empire.- 

^  *  —  m  mm  1  A  1  C*  _  .  ^  . 


If  fuch  a  principle  exifts ;  why  for  ages  has  it 
ceafed  to  operate  ?  Why  at  this  time  is  it  called  into 
a&ion  ?  Can  no  reafon  be  affigned  for  this  conduct? 
Or  mud  it  be  refolved  into  the  wanton  exerciie  of 
arbitrary  power  ?  And  (hall  the  defcendants  of  Bri¬ 
tons  tamely  fubmit  to  this  ? — No,  Sirs  !  We  ne¬ 
ver  will,  while  we  revere  the  memory  of  our  gal¬ 
lant  and  virtuous  anceftors,  we  never  can  furrendcr 
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thole  glorious  privileges,  for  which  they  fought* 
bled,  and  conquered.  Admit  that  your  fleets  could 
deftroy  our  towns,  and  ravage  our  fea-coafts  ;  thefe 
are  inconflderable  objects,  things  of  no  moment  to 
men,  whole  bofoms  glow  with  the  ardour  of  Ii- 
berty.  We  can  retire  beyond  the  reach  of  your 
navy,  and  without  any  fen  Able  diminution  of  the 
necelTaries  ol  life,  enjoy  a  luxury,  which  from  that 
period  you  will  want;  THE  LUXURY  OF 
BEING  FREE. 

.We  know  the  force  of  your  arms,  and  was  it 
called  forth  in  the  caule  of  juftice  and  your  coun¬ 
try,  we  might  dread  the  exertion  ;  but  will  Britonsi 
fight  under  the  banners  of  tyranny?  Will  they 
counteract  the  labours,  and  difgrace  the  victories  of' 
their  anceftors?  Will  they  forge  chains  for  their' 
poflerity  ?  It  they  defcend  to  this  unworthy  talk, 
will  their  fwords  retain  their  edge,  their  arms  their 
accuflomed  vigour  ?  Britons  can  never  become  the 
inflruments  of  oppreffion,  till  they  lofe  the  fpirit  of 
freeaom,  by  which  alone  they  are  invincible. 

Our  enemies  charge  us  with  fedition.  In  what 
does  n  conuii  ?  In  our  refufal  to  fubmit  to  unwar- 
rantub.2  :ct  of  injuflice.  and  cruelty  ?  If  fo,  fhew 
ns  a  pe«.o  1  m  yor.r  hlflory,  in  which  you  have  not 
been  equally  fedidcas  ? 

ate  at  crf  (  j  aiming  at  independence;  but 
how  v  t.-’iS  f;ce-..f.uon  fupported  ?  By  the  allegations 
of  y  o  •  r  nf  Tf.  rs,  not  by  our  aCtions.  Abuled,  in- 
ful  ol,  &r: d  contemned,  what  fleps  have  we  purfued 
to  cbta.n  ICO rr ?  \  /e  have  carried  our  dutiful  pe¬ 
titions  to  the  Throne.  We  have  applied  to  your 
juflice,  for  relief.  We  have  retrenched  our  luxury, 
and  with-held  our  trade. 

!  The  advantages  of  our  commerce  were  defigned 
as  a  compenfation  for  your  protection  :  When  you 
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ceafed  to  protect,  for  what  were  we  to  compen- 
fate? 

What  has  been  the  fuccefs  of  our  endeavours  ? 
The  clemency  of  our  fovereign  is  unhappily  di¬ 
verted  ;  our  petitions  are  treated  with  indignity  ; 
our  prayers  anfwered  by  infults.  Our  application 
to  you  remains  unnoticed,  and  leaves  us  the  melan¬ 
choly  apprehenfion  of  your  wanting  either  the  will, 
or  the  power,  to  afiift  us. 

Even  under  thefe  circumstances,  what  meafures 
have  we  taken  that  betray  a  defire  of  independence? 
Have  we  called  in  the  aid  of  thofe  foreign  powers, 
who  are  the  rivals  of  your  grandeur  ?  When  your 
troops  were  few  and  defencelefs,  did  we  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  their  diftrefs,  and  expel  them  our  towns  ? 
Or  have  we  permitted  them  to  fortify,  to  receive 
new  aid,  and  to  acquire  additional  Strength? 

Let  not  your  enemies  and  ours  perfuade  you,  that 
in  this  we  are  influenced  by  fear,  or  any  other  un¬ 
worthy  motive.  The  lives  of  Britons  are  ftill  dear 
to  us.  They  are  the  children  of  our  parents,  and 
an  uninterrupted  intercourfe  of  mutual  benefits  had 
knit  the  bonds  of  friendship.  When  hostilities  were 
commenced,  when  on  a  late  occafion  we  were 
wantonly  attacked  by  your  troops,  though  we  re¬ 
pelled  their  aflaults,  and  returned  their  blows  ;  yet 
we  lamented  the  wounds  they  obliged  us  to  give  j 
nor  have  we  yet  learned  to  rejoice  at  a  vi&ory  over 
Englishmen. 

As  we  wilh  not  to  colour  our  adtions,  or  difguife 
our  thoughts  }  we  Shall,  in  the  Simple  language  of 
truth,  avow  the  meafures  wc  have  purfued,  the  mo¬ 
tives  upon  which  we  have  adted,  and  our  future  de- ' 
figns. 

When  our  late  petition  to  the  throne  produced 
no  other  eSfedt  than  freSli  injuries,  and  votes  of  your 
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legiflature,  calculated  to  juftify  every  feverity;  when 
your  fleets  and  your  armies  were  prepared  to  wreft 
from  us  our  property,  to  rob  us  of  our  liberties  or 
our  lives ;  when  the  hoftiie  attempts  of  Gen.  Gage 
evinced  his  defigns ;  we  levied  armies  for  our  fecu- 
rity  and  defence.  When  the  powers  veiled  in  the 
governor  of  Canada,  gave  us  reafon  to  apprehend 
danger  from  that  quarter }  and  we  had  frequent 
intimations  that  a  cruel  and  favage  enemy  was  to 
be  let  loofe  upon  the  defencelefs  inhabitants  of  our 
frontiers ;  we  took  fuch  meafures  as  prudence  dic¬ 
tated,  as  neceflity  will  juftify.  We  poffeffed  our- 
felves  of  Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoea.  Yet 

'  u 

give  us  leave  moll;  folemnly  to  allure  you,  that  we 
have  not  yet  loft  fight  of  the  objedt  we  have  ever 
had  in  view,  a  reconciliation  with  you  on  conftitu- 
tional  principles,  and  a  reftoration  of  that  friendly 
intercourfe,  which,  to  the  advantage  of  both,  we 
till  lately  maintained. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country  apply  them- 
felves  chiefly  to  agriculture  and  commerce.  As 
their  fafhions  and  manners  are  limilar  to  yours, 
your  markets  mull  afford  them  the  conveniences 
and  luxuries,  for  which  they  exchange  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  their  labours.  The  wealth  of  this  extend¬ 
ed  continent  centers  with  you  ;  and  our  trade  is  fo 
regulated  as  to  be  lubfervient  only  to  your  intereft. 
You  are  too  reafonable  to  expedt,  that  by  taxes 
(in  addition  to  this)  we  Ihould  contribute  to  your 
expence,  to  believe  after  diverting  the  fountain  that 
the  ftreams  can  flow  with  unabated  force. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  we  refufe  to  fubmit  to  the 
reftridtions  on  our  commerce.  From  whence  is  this 
inference  drawn  ?  Not  from  our  words,  we  having 
repeatedly  declared  the  contrary ;  and  wc  again 

profels 
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profefs  our  fubmiffion  to  the  feveral  ads  of  trade 
and  navigation  palled  before  the  year  1763,  trad¬ 
ing,  neverthelefs,  in  the  equity  and  juftice  of  Par¬ 
liament,  that  fuch  of  them  as,  upon  cool  and  im¬ 
partial  confideration,  Ihall  appear  to  have  impoied 
unneceffary  or  grievous  reftriaions,  will,  at  feme 
happier  period,  be  repealed  or  altered.  And  we 
chearfully  confent  to  the  operation  of  fuch  afts  of 
the  Britilh  Parliament  as  Ihall  be  reftrained  to  the 
regulation  of  our  external  commerce,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fecuring  the  commercial  advantages  of  the 
whole  empire  to  the  mother  country,  and  the  com¬ 
mercial  benefits  of  its  refpedive  members,  ex¬ 
cluding  every  idea  of  taxation  internal  or  external, 
for  raifing  a  revenue  on  the  lubjeits  of  Ameiica, 

without  their  confent.  # 

It  is  alledged  that  we  contribute  nothing  to  the 

common  defence.  To  this  we  anfwer,  that  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  Great  Britain  receives  from  the  mo- 
noply  of  our  trade,  far  exceed  our  proportion  of  the 
expence  neceffary  for  that  purpofe.  But  Jhould 
thefe  advantages  be  inadequate  thereto,  let  the  re¬ 
ftriaions  on  our  trade  be  removed,  and,  we  wilt 
chearfully  contribute  fuch  proportion  when  conlti- 

tutionally  required.  A. 

It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  Britilh  conlti- 

tution,  that  every  man  fhould  have  at  lead  a  teprc- 
fentative  fihare  in  the  formation  oi  thofe  laws  by 
'which  he  is  bound.  Were  it  otherwife,  the  regu¬ 
lation  of  our  interna!  police  by  a  Britilh  parliament, 
who  are  and  ever  will  be  unacquainted  with  ^  out 
local  circumftances,  muft  be  always  inconvenient, 
and  frequently  oppreffive,  working  our  wrong, 
without  yielding  any  poffible  advantage  to  you. 

A  plan  of  accommodation  (as  it  has  been  ab¬ 
surdly  called)  has  been  propofed  by  your  Minifters, 
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to  our  refpedive  aflemblies.  Were  this  proposal 
free  from  everyo  ther  objection  but  that  which  arifes 
from  the  time  of  the  offer,  it  would  not  be  unex¬ 
ceptionable.  Can  men  deliberate  with  the  bayonet 
at  their  bread:  ?  Can  they  treat  with  freedom,  while 
their  towns  are  facked,  when  daily  inftances  ofin- 

juftice  and  oppreffion  difturb  the  flower  operations 
of  reafon  ? 

If  this  propofal  is  really  fuch  as  you  would  offer 
and  we  accept,  why  was  it  delayed  till  the  nation 
was  put  to  ufelefs  expence,  and  we  were  reduced 
to  our  prefent  melancholy  fituation  ?  If  it  holds 
forth  nothing,  why  was  it  propofed  ?  Unlefs  indeed 
to  deceive  you  into  a  belief,  that  we  were  unwilling 
to  Men  to  any  terms  of  accommodation  ?  But  what 
is  fubmitted  to  our  confideration  ?  We  contend  for 
the  difpofal  of  our  property.  We  are  told  that  our 
demand  is  unreafonable,  that  our  affemblies  may 
indeed  colled  our  money,  but  that  they  mud:  at  the 
fame  time  offer  j  not  what  your  exigencies  or 
ours  may  require  ;  but  fo  much  as  fhall  be  deemed 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  defires  of  a  Minifter,  and 
enable  him  to  provide  for  favourites  and  dependants. 
A  recurrence  to  your  own  treafury  will  convince 
you  how  little  of  the  money  already  extorted  from 
us  has  been  applied  to  the  relief  of  your  burthens. 
To  fuppofe  that  we  would  thus  grafp  the  fhadow, 
and  give  up  the  fubftance,  is  adding  infult  to  in¬ 
juries. 

We  have  neverthelefs  again  prefented  an  humble 
and  dutiful  petition  to  our  Sovereign  ;  and  to  re¬ 
move  every  imputation  of  obflinacy,  have  requefted 
his  Majefly  to  dired  fome  mode,  by  which  the 
united  applications  of  his  faithful  Colonies  may 
be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permanent  reconcili¬ 
ation.  We  arc  willing  to  treat  on  fuch  terms  as  can 

alone 
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slofte  rehdef  ail  accommodation  lading ;  and  we 
flatter  ourielves,  that  our  pacific  endeavours  will  be 
attended  with  a  removal  of  minifterial  troops,  and 
a  repeal  of  thofe  laws*  of  the  operation  of  which 
we  complain,  on  the  one  part,  and  a  dilbandmg  dt 
our  army,  and  a  diflblution  of  our  commercial  ailo- 

ciations,  on  the  other. 

Yet  conclude  not  from  this,  that  we  propole  to 
furrender  our  property  into  the  hands  of  your  mi- 
niftry,  or  veil  your  Parliament  with  a  power  which 
may  terminate  in  our  deilrudiom  The  great  bul¬ 
warks  of  our  eonllitution  we  have  deified  to  main¬ 
tain  by  every  temperate,  by  every  .peaceable  means; 
but  your  minifters  (equal  foes  to  Britilh  and  Ame¬ 
rican  freedom)  have  added  to  their  former  oppref- 
flons  an  attempt  to  reduce  us  by  the  fword  to  a  bale 
and  abjed  fubmiffiom  On  the  fword  therefore  we 
are  compelled  to  rely  for  protedion.  Should  vic¬ 
tory  declare  in  your  favour,  yet  men  trained  to 
arms  from  their  infancy,  and  animated  by  the  love 
of  liberty,  will  afford  neither  a  cheap  or  ealy  con- 
quefl.  Of  this  at  leaft  we  are  allured,  that  our 
ftru^gle  will  be  glorious,  our  fuccefs  certain,  iince 
even  In  death  we  lhall  find  that  freedom,  which 

in  life  you  forbid  us  to  enjoy. 

Let  us  now  afk  what  advantages  are  to  attend  our 

tedndion?  The  trade  of  a  ruined  and  defolate  coun¬ 
try  is  always  inconfiderable,  its  revenue  trifling  ;  the 
expence  of  fubjeding  and  retaining  it  in  fubjedion 
certain  and  inevitable.  What  then  remains  but  the 
gratification  of  an  ill  judged  pride,  or  the  hope  of 
rendering  us  fubfervient  to  defigns  on  your  liberty. 

Soldiers  who  have  fheathed  their  lwords  in  the 
bowels  of  their  American  brethren,  will  not  draw 
them  with  more  reludance  againft  you.  When  too 
late  yon  may  lament  the  Ids  of  that  freedom, 
J  U  which 
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v.  iiich  we  export  you,  while  ftill  in  your  power  £o 
preferve.  r  ’ 

T°n  the  other  hand,  fflould  you  prove  unfuccefsful  j 
fliould  that  connexion,  which  we  moil  ardently 
wifli  to  maintain,  be  diffolved  ;  fhould  your  Mini- 

fters  exhauft  your  trealures  and  wafte  the  blood  of 

your  countrymen  in  vain  attempts  on  our  liberty  • 

do  they  not  deliver  you,  weak  and  defenceiefs  to 
your  natural  enemies.  1 

Since  then  your  liberty  mud  be  the  price  of  your 
victories  5  your  ruin,  of  your  defeat  : — What  blind 

fatality  can  urge  you  to  a  purfuit  dcftrudtive  of  all 
that  Britons  ho'd  dear  ? 

ii  you  have  no  regard  to  the  connection  that  has 
f~Oi  ages  fubfiftcd  between  us  ;  if  you  have  forgot 
the  wounds  we  received  fighting  by  your  fide,  for 
toe  extension  of  the  empire  ;  if  our  commerce  is 
not  an  objedt  below  your  confideration  ;  if  juftice 
pua  humanity  have  loft  their  influence  on  vour 
hearts  ;  ftnl  motives  are  not  wanting,  to  excite 
your  indignation  at  the  meafuresnow  purfued  :  your 
wealth,  your  honour,  your  liberty  are  at  (take. 

Notwithftanding  the  diftrefs  to  which  we  are  re¬ 
duced,  we  fometiines  rorget  our  own  afflictions,  to 
anticipate  and  fympathize  in  yours.  We  grieve 
tti-ic  iafh  and  inconfiderate  councils  fiiould  preci¬ 
pitate  the  deltruCtion  of  an  empire,  which  has  been 
the  envy  and  admiration  of  ages,  and  call  God  to 
ivitnc  fs  1  that  we  would  part  with  our  property, 
endanger  our  lives,  and  facrifice  every  thing  but  Li¬ 
berty,  to  redeem  you  from  ruin. 

^  A  cloud  hangs  over  your  heads  and  ours  j  e’er 
this  reaches  you,  it  may  probably  burlt  upon  us, 
let  us  then  (before  the  remembrance  of  former  kind- 
nefs  is  obliterated)  once  more  repeat  thofe  appella¬ 
tions  which  are  ever  grateful  in  cur  ears.  Let  us 

entreat 


vC 
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entreat  Heaven  to  avert  our  ruin,  and  the  dc  A  ruc¬ 
tion  'that  threatens  our  friends,  brethren,  and 
countrymen,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic. 

Ordered ,  That  the  above  addrefs  be  immediately 

printed,  and  fent  by  Mr.  Penn  to  England. 

% 

The  letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Livery  of  London,  being  again  read  and  debated, 

was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

*  • 

Mv  LOR  D, 

*  * 

PERMIT  the  Delegates  of  the  people  of  twelve 
ancient  colonies,  to  pay  your  lordfhip  and  the  very 
refpeftable  body  of  which  you  are  head,  the 
juft  tribute  of  gratitude  and  thanks  for  the  virtuous 
and  unfollicited  refentment  you  have  fhewn  to  the 
violated  rights  of  a  free  people.  The  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  my  Lord,  having  in  all  ages,  approved  itfelf 
the  patron  of  Liberty,  and  the  fupport  of  juft  go¬ 
vernment,  agiinft  lawlefs  tyranny  and  oppreflion, 
cannot  fail  to  make  us  deeply  fenfible  of  the 
powerful  aid  our  caufe  muft  receive  from  fuch  ad¬ 
vocates.  A  caufe,  my  Lord,  worthy  the  fupport 
of  the  firft  city  in  the  world,  as  it  involves  the  fate 
of  a  great  Continent,  and  threatens  to  fhake  the 
foundations  of  a  fiourifhing,  and  until  lately,  a 
happy  empire. 

North-America,  my  Lord,  willies  moft  ardently 
for  a  lading  connection  with  Great-Britain.,  on 
terms  ofjuft  and  equal  Liberty  ;  lefs  than  which  ge¬ 
nerous  minds  will  not  offer,  nor  brave  and  free  ' 
ones  be  willing  to  receive. 

A  cruel  war  has  at  length  been  opened  againfl 
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us,  and  whilft  we  prepare  to  defend  ourfelves  like 
the  defcendants  of  Britons,  we  dill  hope  that  the 
fnediation  of  wife  and  good  citizens,  will  at  length 
prevail  over  defpotifm,  and  reftore  harmony  and 
peace,  on  permanent  principles,  to  anoppreiled  and 
divided  empire. 

V/e  h  ave  the  honour  to  be. 

My  Lord; 

With  great  efteem. 

Your  Lorddiip’s 

Faithful  friends  and  fellow-fubjeCts, 


Ordered,  That  the  above  be  tranfcribed,  and  then 
figned  by  the  Prelident. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Penn  and  the  colony  agents,  reported  a  draught, 
which  was  read  and  approved  as  follows  : 


Gentlemen. 

The  perfeverance  of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  in  their 
unjuft  and  cruel  fyftem  ot  Colony  Adminidration, 
has  occafioned  the  meeting  of  another  Congrefs. 

Wc  have  again  appealed  to  the  juftice  of  our 
Sovereign,  for  protection  againfl  the  dedruCHon 
which  his  Miniders  meditate  for  his  American  lub- 
ieCts.  This  petition  to  his  Majefty,  you  will  pleale. 
Gentlemen,  to  prefent  to  the  King  with  all  conve¬ 
nient  expedition,  after  which  we  defire  it  may  be 
given  to  the  public.  We  likewife  fend  you  our 
fecond  application  to  the  equity  and  intereit  of  our 
fellow-fubjeCts  in  Great-Britain,  and  alfo  a  decla¬ 
ration,  fetting  forth  the  caufes  of  our  taking  up 
Arms  :  Both  which  we  wifh  may  be  immediately 


{  H9  ) 

put  to  prefs,  and  communicated  as  univenally  as 

^  The  Congrefs  entertain  the  higheft  fenfe  of  the 
wife  and  worthy  interpolation  of  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Livery  of  London,  in  favour  of  injured  America. 
They  have  expreffed  this  their  fenfe  in  a  letter  to 
his  Lordfhip  and  the  Livery,  which  we  defire  may 
beprefented  in  the  manner  moft  agreeable  to  that 

relpedable  body.  .  . 

You  will  oblige  us,  Gentlemen;  by  giving  the 

moft  early  information  to"  the  Congrefs,  and  to  the 
Speakers  of  our  refpe&ive  Aflemblies  of  your  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  this  bufinefs,  and  fuch  further  intelli¬ 
gence  °as  you  may  judge  to  be  of  importance  to 

America  in  this  great  conteft. 

We  are  with  great  regard. 

Gentlemen,  See. 

Ordered,  The  the  above  be  fairly  transcribed, 
and  then  figned  by  the  Prefident,  and  by  him  lent 
under  cover,  together  with  tne  1  etition  to  the 
King,  and  Addrefs  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  the  letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  &c.  to 
Richard  Penn,  Efq;  and  that  the  Prefident  requeft 
Mr.  Penn,  in  behalf  of  the  Congrefs,  to  join  with 
the  Colony  Agents  in  prefenting  the  petition  to  the 

Jving. 

Adiourned  till  Monday  at  9  o’clock. 


MONDAY,  July  10,  1775. 

■  *  1  ^  . 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Information  being  given,  that  there  was  a  Gen- 

tleman 
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tleman  in  town  well  acquainted  with  the  ftate  and 

difpofition  of  the  Indians,  a  motion  was  made  for 

introducing  him,  and  he  was  accordingly  introduced 
and  examined. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  devife  ways  and 
means  for  putting  the  militia  in  a  proper  Hate  for 
the  defence  of  America  brought  in  their  report 
which  was  read,  and  after  debate,  referred  for  fur¬ 
ther  confideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 


TUESDAY,  July  11,  i~j§. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  affairs 
was  taken  up  and  read,  and  after  fome  debate,  the 
fame  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

On  information,  that  there  were  two  companies 
of  rifle-men  raifed  in  Lancafter  inftead  of  one, 

Refolved,  That  both  be  taken  into  the  continen¬ 
tal  fervice. 

“  An  addrefs  of  Deputies  from  the  different  pa- 
rifhes  of  the  Iflands  of  Bermuda,”  to  the  Congrefs, 
was  prefented  and  read.  '  ’ 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  9  o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  July  12,  1775. 


Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Gentleman  from  the  province  of  Quebeck 
was  introduced  and  examined. 

Letters 


a 
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Letters  from  Governor  Cooke  and  General  Ward 
Were  read. 

The  Congrefs  then  rearmed  the  confideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  affairs,  and 
the  lame  being  gone  through,  was  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

That  the  fecuring  and  preferving  the  friendfhip 
of  the  Indian  nations,  appear  s  to  be  a  fubjedt  of  the 
turnoff  moment  to  thefe  Colonies. 

That  there  is  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend,  that 
adminift ration  will  fpare  no  pains  to  excite  the  feve- 
ral  nations  of  Indians  to  take  up  arms  againfl  thefe 
Colonies  ;  and  that  it  becomes  us  to  be  very  adfive 
and  vigilant  in  exerting  every  prudent  means  to 
flrengthen  and  confirm  the  friendly  dTpolition  to¬ 
wards  thefe  Colonies,  which  has  long  prevailed 
among  the  northern  tribes,  and  which  has  been 
lately  manifeffed  by  fome  of  thole  to  the  fouth- 
ward. 

As  the  Indians  depend  on  the  Colonifts  for  arms, 
ammunition  and  clothing,  which  are  become  ne- 
cefiary  to  their  fubfiffance,  that  Commiffioners  be 
appointed  by  this  Congrefs,  to  fuperintend  Indian 
affairs  in  behalf  of  thefe  Colonies. 

That  there  be  three  departments  of  Indians,  the 
northern,  middle,  and  fouthern.  The  northern  to 
extend  fo  far  fouth  as  to  include  the  whole  of  the 
Indians  known  by  the  name  of  the  Six  Nations, 
and  all  the  Indians  northward  of  thole  nations. 
The  fouthern  department  to  extend  fo  far  north  as 
to  include  the  Cherokces,  and  all  the  Indians 
that  may  be  to  the  fouthward  of  them.  The  mid- 
ole  to  contain  the  Indian  nations  that  lie  between 
the  other  two  departments. 


\ 


That 
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That  five  commifiloners  be  appointed  for  the 


fouthern  department. 

That  for  each  of  the  other  two  departments 
there  be  appointed  three  commifiloners. 

That  the  commifiloners  have  power  to  treat  with 
the  Indians  in  their  refpedtive  departments,  in  the 
name  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  or¬ 
der  to  preferve  peace  and  friendfhip  with  the  laid 
Indians,  and  to  prevent  their  taking  any  part  in  the 
prefent  commotions. 

That  the  Commifiloners  for  the  fouthern  depart¬ 
ment  receive  from  the  Continental  Treafury  the 
fum  of  Den  Tboufand  Dollars  :  the  Commifiloners 
ior  the  middle  and  northern  department  the  fum  of 
Jix  thoujand Jix  hundred  and jixty-Jix  and  tivo  third 
for  each  of  their  refpedive  departments,  ior  de¬ 
fraying  the  expence  of  treaties  and  prefents  to  the 


Indians.  • 

That  the  Commifiloners  refpedcively  nave  power 
to  take  to  their  afiiftance  Gentlemen  of  influence 
among  the  Indians,  in  whom  they  can  confine,  and 
to  appoint  agents,  redoing  neat  or  among  tire  In-* 
dians,  to  watch  the  condudt  oi  the  (uperintendan.s 


and  their  emiifaries. 

That  in  cafe  the  Commifiloners  for  the  re- 
fne&ive  diftrtds,  or  any  one  of  them  in  either 
diflridt,  flnall  have  fatisfadory  proof,  that  the 
King’s  fuperintendants,  their  deputies  or  agents, 
or  any  other  perfon  whatfoever,  are  ad i ve  in  Kir- 
ring  uo  or  inciting  the  Indians,  or  any  ci  them, 
to  "become  inimical  to  the  American  colonies, 
fitch  Commifiioner  or  Commifiloners  ought  to 

caufe  fuch  fuperintendants  or  other  offender 

to 


or 
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to  be  feized  and  kept  in  fafe  cuflody,  until  order  fhall  be 
taken  therein  by  a  majority  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
diftririts  where  fuch  feizure  is  made,  or  by  the  Conti¬ 
nental  Congrefs,  or  a  Committee  of  faid  Congrefs, 
to  whom  fuch  feizure,  with  the  caufes  of  it,  fhall,  as 
foon  as  poffible  after,  be  made  known. 

That  the  Commiffioners  fhall  exhibit  fair  accounts  of 
the  expenditure  of  all  monies  by  them  refperifively  to  be 
received  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  to  every  fucceeding 
Continental  Congrefs,  or  Committee  of  Congrefs,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  general  ftate  of  Indian  affairs  in  theh  feveral 
departments,  in  order  that  the  Colonies  may  be  informed 
from  time  to  time  of  every  fuch  matter  as  may  concern 
them  to  know  and  avail  themfelves  of,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  common  caufe. 

That  as  there  is  a  Seminary  for  the  in  {fruition  of  In¬ 
dian  youth,  which  has  been  eftabliffied  under  the  care  of 
Doifor  Wheelock,  on  Connecticut  river  ;  and  as  there 
are  nine  or  ten  Indian  youths  at  thatfchool,  chiefly  from 
the  tribes  refiding  in  Quebec  ;  and  as  for  want  of  a  pro¬ 
per  fund  there  is  danger  that  thefe  youths  may  be  fent 
back  to  their  friends,  which  will  probably  excite  jealoufy 
and  diftruft,  £nd  be  attended  with  bad  confequences,  the 
Commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  northern  depart¬ 
ment  be  authorifed  to  receive  out  of  the  Continental  Trea- 
fury,  a  fum  not  exceeding  Five  Hundred  Dollars ,  to  be 
applied  by  them  for  the  fupport  of  the  faid  Indian  youths. 

On  motion  made ,  Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  five 
be  appointed,  to  devife  ways  and  means  to  proteff  the 
trade  of  thefe  Colonies.. 

The  following  werechofen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  Gadfden,  •  Mr.  Deane  and  Mr.  Lee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock, 

»  *  ‘  1  _ 

X  THURS- 


THURSDAY,  July  13,  1775. 

*  '  f  **  \ 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  proper  talks  ( 
the  Indians,  reported  the  fame,  which  was  agreed  to  ; 
follows : 

A  Speech  to  the  Six  Confederate  Nations,  Mohawk 
Oneidas,  Tufcaroras,  Onondagas,  Cayugas,  Seneka; 
from  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  convened  in  Corn 
cil  at  Philadelphia. 

Brothers ,  Sachems  and  IFarriors , 

We,  the  Delegates  from  the  Twelve  United  Pro 
vinces,  viz.  N ew- Hampfhire,  M  alfach ufetts-Bay,  Rhode 
Ifland,  Connecticut,  New- York,  New-Jerfey,  Penfylva 
nia,  The  three  Lower  Counties  of  Newcaftle,  Kent  an 
Suflex,  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Caro 
lina,  and  South-Carolina,  now  fitting  in  General  Con 
grefs  at  Philadelphia,  fend  this  Talk  to  you  our  Bro 
thers.  We  are  fixty-five  in  number,  chofen  and  ap 
pointed  by  the  people  throughout  all  thefe  province 
and  colonies,  to  meet  and  fit  together  in  one  great  Coun 
cil,  to  confult  together  for  the  common  good  of  tb 
land,  and  fpeak  and  aCt  for  them. 

Brothers,  in  our  confutation  we  have  judged  it  pro 
per  and  necefiary  to  fend  you  this  Talk,  as  we  are  upor 
the  fame  ifland,  that  you  may  be  informed  of  the  realoni 
of  this  great  Council,  the  fituation  of  our  civil  conftitu- 
tion,  and  our  difpofition  towards  you  our  Indian  Bro¬ 
thers  of  the  Six  Nations  and  their  allies. 

Cfhi  ‘ce  Strings,  or  afmall  Belt.) 

Brothers  and  Friends,  now  attend. 

When  our  fathers  crofled  the  great  water  and  came 
over  to  this  land,  the  King  of  England  gave  them  a 
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ralk :  affuring  them  that  they  and  their  children  (hould 
>e  his  children,  and  that  if  they  would  leave  their  na¬ 
ive  country  and  make  fettlements,  and  live  here,  and 
>uy,  and  fell,  and  trade  with  their  brethren  beyond  the 
vater,  they  (hould  ftill  keep  hold  of  the  fame  covenant 
:hain  and  enjoy  peace — And  it  was  covenanted,  that  the 
ields,  houfes,  goods  and  pofleffions  which  our  fathers 
hould  acquire,  (hould  remain  to  them  as  their  own,  and 
>e  their  children’s  forever,  and  at  their  foie  difpofak 

Trufting  that  this  covenant  (hould  never  be  broken, 
nir  fathers  came  a  great  diftance  beyond  the  great  water, 
aid  out  their  money  here,  built  houfes,  cleared  fields, 
•aifed  crops,  and  through  their  own  labour  and  induftry 
*rew  tall  and  ftrong. 

They  have  bought,  fold  and  traded  with  England  ac¬ 
cording  to  agreement,  fending  to  them  fuch  things  as 
hey  wanted,  and  taking  in  exchange  fuch  things  as  are 
wanted  here. 

The  King  of  England  and  his  people  kept  the  way 
open  for  more  than  one  hundred  years,  and  by  our  trade 
aecame  richer,  and  by  a  union  with  us,  greater  and 
Wronger  than  the  other  Kings  and  people  who  live  be¬ 
yond  the  water. 

All  this  time  they  lived  in  great  friendlhip  with  us, 
and  we  with  them  ;  for  we  are  brothers — one  blood. 

Whenever  they  were  (truck,  we  inftantly  felt  as 
chough  the  blow  had  been  given  to  us — their  enemies 
were  our  enemies. 

Whenever  they  went  to  war,  we  fent  our  men  to 
(land  by  their  fide  and  fight  for  them,  and  our  money 
to  help  them  and  make  them  ftrong. 

They  thanked  us  for  our  love  and  fent  us  good  Talks, 
and  renewed  their  promife  to  be  one  people  for  ever. 


Brothers 


Brothers  and  Friends,  open  a  kind  Ear  !  • 

We  will  now  tell  you  of  the  quarrel  betwixt  tb 
Counlellors  of  King  George  and  the  Inhabitants  an 
Colonies  of  America. 

Many  of  his  Counfellors  are  proud  and  wicked  men- 
They  perfuade  the  King  to  break  the  covenant  chair 
and  not  to  fend  us  any  more  good  Talks.  A  confiders 
ble  number  have  prevailed  upon  him  to  enter  into  a  net 
covenant  againft  us,  and  have  torn  afunder  and  caft  b( 
hind  their  backs  the  good  old  covenant  which  their  an 
ceftors  and  ours  entered  into  and  took  ftrong  hold  of. 

They  now  tell  us  they  will  flip  their  hand  into  on 
pocket  without  afking,  as  though  it  were  their  own  ;  an 
at  their  pleafure  they  will  take  from  us  our  charters  c 
written  civil  conftitution  which  we  love  as  our  lives 
alfo  our  plantations,  our  houfes  and  goods  wheneve 
they  pleafe,  without  afking  our  leave.  That  our  vefle' 
may  go  to  this  ifland  in  the  fea,  but  to  this  or  that  part; 
cular  ifland  we  fhall  not  trade  any  more. — And  in  cal 
of  opr  non-compliance  with  thefe  new  orders,  they  fhi 
lip  our  harbours.  '  -  -  .  j 

Brothers,  this  is  our  prefent  fituation — thus  have  ms 
ny  of  the  King’s  Counfellors  and  Servants  dealt  with  u; 
If  we  fubmit,  or  comply  with  their  demands,  you  ca 
eafily  perceive  to  what  ft  ate  we  will  be  reduced.  .If  on 
people  labour  on  the  field,  they  will  not  know  who  fha! 
enjoy  the  crop  ;  if  they  hunt  in  the  woods,  it  will  be  un 
certain  who  fhall  tafte  of  the  meat,  or  have  the  fkins  ;  : 
they  build  houfes.  they  will  not  know  whether  the 
may  fit  round  the  fire  with  their  wives  and  children 
they  cannot  be  fure  whether  they  fhall  be  permitted  t 
eat,  drink,  and  wear  the  fruits  of  their  own  labour  an 
jnduftry. 

Brothers  and  Friends  of  the  Six  Nations ,  attend. 
We  upon  this  ifland  have  often  fpoke  and  ijitreatei 
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the  King  and  his  Servants  the  Counfellors,  that  peace 
and  harmony  might  ftill  continue  between  us  ;  that  we 
cannot  part  with,  or  loofe  our  hold  of  the  old  covenant 
chain  which  united  our  fathers  and  theirs ;  that  we  want 
to  brighten  this  chain,  and  keep  the  way  open  as  our  fa¬ 
thers  did ;  that  we  want  to  live  with  them  as  brothers,  la¬ 
bour,  trade,  travel  abroad,  eat  and  drink  in  peace.  We 
have  often  alked  them  to  love  us  and  live  in  fuch 
friendfhip  with  us  as  their  fathers  did  with  ours. 

We  told  them  again  that  we  judged  we  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  injured,  that  they  might  as  well  kill  us,  as  take 
away  our  property  and  the  necefiaries  of  life.  Wc  nave 
alked  why  they  treat  us  thus  ?  What  has  become  of  our 
repeated  addreffes  and  fupplications  to  them  ?  Who  hath 
(hut  the  ears  of  the  King  to  the  cries  of  his  children  in 
America?  No  foft  anfwer — no  pleafant  voice  from  be¬ 
yond  the  water  has  yet  founded  in  our  ears. 

Brothers,  thus  ftands  the  matter  betwixt  Old  England 
and  America.  You  Indians  know  how  things  are  pro¬ 
portioned  in  a  family,  between  the  father  and  the  fon,  the 
child  carries  a  little  pack — England  we  regard  as  the  fa¬ 
ther  ;  this  ifland  may  be  compared  to  the  Ion. 

The  father  has  a  numerous  family,  both  at  home  and 
upon  this  ifland  ;  he  appoints  a  great  number  of  Servants 
to  aflift  him  in  the  government  of  his  family :  in  procefs 
of  time,  fome  of  his  fervants  grow  proud  and  ill-natured 
—they  were  difpleafed  to  fee  the  boy  fo  alert,  and  walk 
onfo  nimbly  with  his  pack  ;  they  tell  the  father,  and  adr 
vife  him  to  enlarge  the  child’s  pack — they  prevail ;  the 
pack  is  increafed — the  child  takes  it  up  again  ;  as  he 
thought  it  might  be  the  father’s  pleafure,  fpeaks  but  few 
words,  thofe  very  fmall,  for  he  was  loth  to  offend  the 
father.  Thofe  proud  and  wicked  fervants  finding  they 
had  prevailed,  laughed  to  fee  the  boy  fweat  and  flagger 
tinder  his  increafed  load.  By  and  by,  they  apply  to  the 
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father  to  double  the  boy’s  pack,  becaufe  they  heard  him 
complain  ;  and  without  any  reafon  faid  they,  he  is  a 
crols  child,  correct  him  if  he  complains  any  more.  The 
boys  mtieats  the  father,  addrefles  the  great  fervants  in 
a  decent  manner,  that  the  pack  might  be  lightened  ;  he 
could  not  go  any  further ;  humbly  alks,  if  the  old  fa¬ 
thers,  in  any  of  their  records,  had  defcribed  fuch  a  pack 
for  the  child :  after  all  the  tears  and  intreaties  of  the 
child,  the  pack  is  redoubled ;  the  child  hands  a  little, 
while  ftaggering  under  the  weight,  ready  to  fall  every 
moment .  however,  he  entreats  the  father  once  more, 
though  fo  faint  he  could  only  hfp  out  his  laft  humble 
fupplication — waits  a  while — no  voice  returns.  The 
child  concludes  the  father  could  not  hear — thole  proud 
fervants  had  intercepted  his  fupplications,  or  hopped  the 
ears  of  the  father.  He  therefore  gives  one  hruggle  and 
throws  off  the  pack,  and  fays  he  cannot  take  it  upL  again, 
fuch  a  weight  will  crufh  him  down  and  kill  him,  and  he 
can  but  die  if  he  refufes. 

Lpon  this,  thofelervants  are  very  wrath,  and  tell  the 
father  many  falfe  hories  refpeaing  the  child  ;  they  bring 
a  great  cudgel  to  the  father,  alking  him  to  take  it*  in  his 
hand  and  hrike  the  child. 

This  may  ferve  to  illuftrate  the  prefent  condition  of 
the  King’s  American  fubjefts  or  children. 

Amidff:  thefe  oppreffions,  we  now  and  then  heard  a 
molding  and  reviving  voice  from  fome  of  the  King’s 
wile  councellors,  who  are  our  friends  and  feel  our  dif- 
trelies  ;  when  they  heard  our  complaints  and  our  cries, 
they  applied  to  the  King,  alfo  told  thofe  wicked  fervants, 
that  this  child  in  America  was  not  a  crofs  boy,  it  had  fuf- 
ficient  reafon  for  crying,  and  if  the  caufeof  its  complaint 
was  neglected,  it  would  foon  afi'ume  the  voice  of  a  man, 
dead  for  juffice  like  a  man,  and  defend  its  rights,  and 
support  the  old  covenant-chain  of  the  fathers. 

Brothers 
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Brothers  llften ! 

Notwithftanding  all  our  Intreaties,  we  have  but  little 
hope  the  King  will  fend  us  any  more  good  talks,  by  rea- 
fon  of  his  evil  counfellors  ;  they  have  perfuaded  him  to 
fend  an  army  of  foldiers  and  many  fhips  of  war,  to  rob 
anddeftroy  us.  They  have  flint,  up  many  of  our  har¬ 
bours,  feizedand  taken  into  pofieffion  many  of  our  vef- 
fels :  The  foldiers  have  ftruck  the  blow,  killed  fome  of 
our  people  :  the  blood  now  runs  of  the  American  chil¬ 
dren  :  They  have  alfo  burned  our  houfes  and  towns,  and 
taken  much  of  our  goods. 

Brothers  !  we  are  now  neceflitated  to  rife,  and  forced 
to  fight,  or  give  up  our  civil  conftitution,  run-away,  and 
leave  our  farms  and  houfes  behind  us.  This  mall,  not 
be.  Since  the  King’s  wicked  counfellors  will  not  open 
their  ears,  and  confider  our  juft  complaints,  and  the  caufe 
of  our  weeping,  and  hath  given  the  blow,  we  are  de¬ 
termined  to  drive  away  the  King’s  foldiers,  and  to  kill 
and  deftroy  all  thofe  wicked  men  we  find  in  arms  againft 
the  peace  of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  upon  this 
ifland.  We  think  our  caufe  is  juft  ;  therefore  hope  God 
will  be  on  our  fide.  We  do  not  take  up  the  hatchet  and 
ftruggle  for  honour  or  conqueft  ;  but  to  maintain  our 
civil  conftitution  and  religious  privileges,  the  very  fame 
for  which  our  forefathers  left  their  native  land  and  came 

to  this  country. 

«*■ 

Brothers ,  and  Friends  !  > 

We  defire  vou  will  hear  and  receive  what  we  have 

•/ 

now  told  you,  and  that  you  will  open  a  good  ear  and  liften 
to  what  we  are  now  going  to  fay.  This  is  a  family  quar¬ 
rel  between  us  and  Old  England.  You  Indians  are  not 
concerned  in  it.  We  don’t  wilh  you  to  take  up  the 
hatchet  againft  the  King’s  troops.  We  defire  you  to  re¬ 
main  at  home  and  not  join  either  fide  ;  but  keep  'the 
hatchet  buried  deep.  In  the  name  and  behalf  of  all  our 
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people,  weafk  and  defire  you  to  love  peace  and  maintain 
it,  and  to  love  and  fympathize  with  us  in  our  troubles ; 
that  the  path  may  be  kept  open  with  all  our  people  and 
yours,  to  pafs  and  repafs,  without  moleftation. 

Brothers !  we  live  on  the  fame  ground  with  you. 
The  fame  ifland  is  our  common  birth-place.  We  defire 
to  fit  down  under  the  fame  tree  of  peace  with  you  :  Let 
us  water  its  roots  and  cherifh  its  growth,  till  the  large 
leaves  and  flourilhing  branches  fhall  extend  to  thefetting 
fun,  and  reach  the  fkies. 

Brothers ,  obferve  well ! 

What  it  is  we  have  afked  you  ! — Nothing  but  peace, 
notwithstanding  our  prefent  difturbed  fituation — and  if 
application  fhould  be  made  to  you  by  any  of  the  King’s 
unwife  and  wicked  minifters,  to  join  on  their  fide,  we 
only  advife  you  to  deliberate  with  great  caution,  and  in 
your  wifdom  look  forward  to  the  confequences  of  a 
compliance.  For  if  the  King’s  troops  take  away  our 
property,  and  deftroy  us  who  are  of  the  fame  blood  with 
themfelves,  what  can  you,  who  are  Indians,  expect  from 
them  afterwards  ? 

j  -I  n  v  -  r  - 

Therefore  we  fay,  Brothers,  take  care — hold  faff  to 
your  covenant  chain.  You  now  know  our  difpofition 
towards  you,  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  and  your  allies. 
Let  this  our  good  talk  remain  at  Onondaga,  your  central 
council-houfe.  We  depend  upon  you  to  fend  and  ac¬ 
quaint  >'0111*  allies  to  the  northward,  the  feven  tribes  on 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  that  you  have  this  Talk  of  ours 
at  the  great  Council-Fire  of  the  Six  Nations.  And 
when  you  return,  we  invite  your  great  men  to  come  and 
converfe  farther  with  us  at  Albany, where  we  intend  to 
re-kindle  the  Council-Fire,  which  your  and  our  ancef- 
fcors  fat  round  in  great  friendfhip.  Brothers ,  and  Friends  l 

We  greet  you  all. 

Farewell. 

•  (T/«r 
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(The  large  Belt  of  Intelligence  and  Declaration .) 

Brothers  ! 

We  have  faid  we  wiflh  you  Indians  may  continue  in 
peace  with  one  another,  and  with  us  the  White  people. 
Let  us  both  be  cautious  in  our  behaviour  towards  each 
other  at  this  critical  ftate  of  affairs.  This  illand  now 
trembles,  the  wind  whittles  from  almoft  every  quarter  ; 
let  us  fortify  our  minds  and  fhut  our  ears  againft  falfe  ru¬ 
mours  ;  let  us  be  cautious  what  we  receive  for  truth,  unlefs 
fpoken  by  wife  and  good  men.  If  any  thing  difagree- 
able  fhould  ever  fall  out  between  us,  the  Twelve  United 
Colonies,  and  you  the  Six  Nations,  to  wound  our  peace, 
let  us  immediately  feek  meafures  for  healing  the  breach. 
From  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  affairs,  we  judge  it  wife 
and  expedient  to  kindle  up  afmall  Council-Fire  at  Alba¬ 
ny,  where  we  may  hear  each  others  voice,  and  difclofe 
our  minds  more  fully  to  one  another.  ( Afmall  Belt.) 

Ordered,  That  a  fimilar  talk  be  prepared  for  the  other 
Indian  Nations,  preferving  the  tenor  of  the  above,  and 
altering  it  fo  as  tofuit  the  Indians  in  the  feveral  depart¬ 
ments. 

The  Congrefs  then  preceded  to  the  choice  of  Commif- 
iioners  for  Indian  affairs,  and  after  fome  debate,  agreed 
that  the  nomination  of  Commiliioners  for  the  fouthern 
department  be  poftponed  till  Tuefday  next. 

Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Henry,  and  Mr.  Wilfori,  were 
unanimoufly  elected  for  the  middle  department. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceded  to  eledt  the  Commiffio- 
ners  for  the  northern  department,  and  the  following 
Gentlemen  were  chofen,  viz.  Major-General  Philip 
Schuyler,  Major  Jofeph  Hawley,  Mr.  Turbot  Francis* 
Mr.  Oliver  Woolcot,  and  Mr.  VolkertP.  Douw. 

Adjourned  till,  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 
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Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  militia,  and  after  debate,  the 
fame  was  referred  for  farther  confideration. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 

S  A  T  U  R  D  A  Y,  July  15,  1 775. 

/  '  \ 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  made.  The  Congrefs  came  to  the  following 
refolution : 

Whereas  the  government  of  Great-Britain  hath  pro¬ 
hibited  the  exportation  of  arms  and  amunition  to  any  of 
the  Plantations,  and  endeavoured  to  prevent  other  na¬ 
tions  from  fupplying  us,  . 

Refolved,  That  for  the  better  furnifliing  thefe  Colo¬ 
nies  with  the  neceftary  means  of  defending  their  rights, 
every  veffel  importing  gun-powder,  falt-petre,  fulphur, 
provided  they  bring  with  the  fulphur  four  times  as  much 
falt-petre,  brafs  field-pieces,  or  good  mufkets,  fitted  with 
bayonets,  within  nine  months  from  the  date  of  this  refo¬ 
lution,  fhall  be  permitted  to  load  and  export  the  produce 
of  thefe  colonies,  to  value  of  fuch  powder  and  ftores 
aforefaid,  the  Non-Exportation  Agreement  notwith- 
flanding  ;  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  Committees  ot 
the  feveral  Provinces,  to  infpedt  the  military  ftores  fo 
imported,  and  to  eftimate  a  generous  price  for  the  fame, 
according  to  their  goodnefs,  and  permit  the  importer  of 
fuch  powder  and  other  military  ftores  aforefaid,  to  export 
the  value  thereof  and  no  more,  in  produce  of  any  kind. 

Sundry  intercepted  letters,  were  laid  before  Congrefs 
and  read. 


The 


» 


( 


163 


The  talk  to  the  Stockbridge  Indians  was  then  ta^en 
up  and  the  fame  being  debated,  was  agreed  to 
P’o„  motion,  Refold,  That  the  Congrefs  wtll,  on 

Thurfday  next,  attend  Divine  Service  in  a  lot  , 

”3r rtt  MrnLynch  and  Mr.  Dickinfon  wait 
on  Mr.  Dticbe  and  Doftor  Allifon,  and  reqne ft  Mr •  Di  - 
che  to  preach  before  the  Congrefs  on  Thurfday  > 
the  morning,  and  Doctor  Allifon  m  the  afternoon. 
Adjourned  till  Monday  at  eight  o  clock. 


MONDAY,  July  17,  1 775- 

,  .Met  according  to  adjournment.  .  , 

A  letter  from  General  Schuyler  being  laid  before ;  1 
Congrefs,  was  read,  and  the  fame  being  taken  into  conli- 

That  a  Commiffary  of  ftores  and  provifiona 

be  appointed  for  the  New- York  department  during  the 

prefent  compaign.  „ 

Waller  Lhingfoa,  Efq.  chofen  to  that  office. 

Refolded,  That  a  Deputy  Quarter-Mallei  Gute,  al 
appointed  for  the  faid  department. 

Donald  Campbell,  Efq.  elefted  to  that  office. 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  D.  Campbell  have  the  rank  of  Co- 

lonel  in  the  army.  .  i 

Refolved,  That  a  Deputy  Mufter-Mafter  be  appointe 

.  for  the  faid  department.  ■  ,  '  _ 

Gunning  Bedford ,  Efq.  defied  to  that  office. 

Refolved,  That  the  Convention  of  New-\  01k  be 
fired  to  recommend  to  General  Schuyler  a  proper  per  on 
for  a  Deputy  Adjutant  General  or  Brigade  Major  foi  the 

army  in  the  New- York  deparment. . 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o  dock.  ^ 

jL  % 
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TUESDAY,  July  i 8,  1775. 

* 

Met  according  to  to  adjournment. 

The  Congrels  again  refumed  the  confideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  for  putting  the  militia  into  a 
proper  hate  for  the  defence  of  America,  and  the  fame  be- 
mg  cebated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Kejolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants 
or  ali  the  United  Englifh  Colonies  in  North- America, 
that  all  able-bodied  effeaive  men,  between  fixteen  and 
nity  years  of  age  in  each  Colony,  immediately  form  them- 
lelyes  mto  regular  companies  of  militia,  to  confift  of  one 
Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Enfign,  four  Serjeants, 
four  Corporals,  one  Clerk,  one  Drummer,  one  Fifer,  and 

about  iixty-eight  Privates. 

1  hat  the  officers  of  each  company  be  chofen  by  the  re- 
ipective  companies, 

Phat  each  foldier  be  furnifhed  with  a  good  mufket, 

that  wall  carry  an  ounce  ball,  with  a  bayonet,  fteel  ram-  - 

roc,  worm,  priming  wire  and  bruffi  fitted  thereto,  a  cut¬ 
ting  fword  or  tomahawk,  a  catridge  box,  that  will  con¬ 
tain  twenty-three  rounds  of  catridges,  twelve  flints  and  a 

knapiack. 

hat  the  companies  be  formed  into  regiments  or  bat¬ 
talions,  officered  with  a  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
p.vo  Majors,  an  Adjutant  or  Quarter- Matter. 

Pxiatail  officers  above  the  rank  of  a  Captain  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  refpedive  Provincial  Affemblies  or  Con¬ 
ventions,  or  in  their  rccefs  by  the  Committees  of  Safety 
appointed  by  Laid  Afiemblies  or  Conventions. 

4  nat  all  ofiiceis  he  commiliioned  by  the  Provincial 
Affemblies  or  Conventions,  or  in  their  recefs,  by  the 

Committees  of  Safety  appointed  by  faid  Afiemblies  or 
Conventions, 

That 
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That  all  the  militia  take  proper  care  to  acquire  mili¬ 
ary  fkill,  and  he  well  prepared  for  defence,  by  being  each 
nan  provided  with  one  pound  of  good  gunpowder,  and 
bur  pounds  of  ball  fitted  to  his  gun. 

That  one  fourth  part  of  the  militia  in  every  Colony 
>e  felebted  for  minute  men,  of  inch  perfonsas  are  willing 
o  enter  into  this  necefi'ary  fervice,  formed  into  compa- 
lies  and  battalions,  and  their  officers  chofen  and  commif- 
ioned  as  aforefaid,  to  be  readj/  on  the  fhorteft  notice  to 
narchto  any  place  where  their  all! fiance  may  be  reqni- 
ed,  for  the  defence  of  their  own  or  a  neighbouring  Co- 
ony ;  and  as  thefe  minute  men  may  eventually  be  cal- 
ed  to  abtion  before  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  arc 
ufficiently  trained,  it  is  recommended  that  a  more  par- 
icular  and  diligent  attention  be  paid  to  their  inftrubtion 
n  military  difcipline. 

That  fuch  of  the  minute  men,  as  defire  it,  be  relieved 
>y  new  draughts  as  aforefaid  from  the  whole  body  of 
he  militia  once  in  four  months. 

As  there  are  fome  people,  who  from  religious  princi- 
)les  cannot  bear  arms  in  any  cafe,  this  congrefs  intend  no 
/iolence  to  their  confciences,  but  earneftly  recommend 
t  to  them  to  contribute  liberally,  in  this  time  of  uni- 
/erfal  calamity,  to  the  relief  of  their  difirefied  brethren 
n  the  feveral  colonies,  and  to  do  all  other  fervices  to  their 
ippreffed  country,  which  they  can  confiftently  with  their 
eligious  principles. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Aflemblies  or  Conven¬ 
tions  in  the  refpective  colonies  to  provide,  as  foon  as  pof- 
ible,  fufficient  (tores  of  ammunition  for  their  colonies  ; 
tlfo  that  they  devife  proper  means  for  furnifhing  with 
trms  fuch  effective  mean  as  are  poor  and  unable  to  fur- 
lifh  themfelves. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  colony  to  appoint  a 
Committee  of  Safety,  to  fuperintend  and  direbt  all  mat¬ 
ters 
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ters  tieceflary  for  the  fecurity  and  defence  of  their  refpec 
tive  colonies,  in  the  recefs  of  their  Aflemblies  and  Con 


ventions. 

That  each  colony,  at  their  own  expence,  make  fuc 
provifion  by  armed  veflels  or  otherwife,  as  their  refpec 
tive  Aflemblies,  Conventions,  or  Committees  of  Safet 
fhall  judge  expedient  and  fui table  to  their  circumftancc 
and  fituations,  for  the  protection  of  their  harbours  an 
navigation  on  their  fea  coafts,  againit  all  inlawful  inv; 
fions,  attacks  and  depredations,  from  cutters  and  fhips  c 
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That  it  be  recommended  to  the  makers  of  arms  for  tl: 
life  of  the  militia,  that  they  make  good  fubftantial  mu: 
kets,  with  barrels  three  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  th; 
will  carry  an  ounce  ball,  and  fitted  with  a  good  bayou 
and  lteel  ram-rod  ;  and  that  the  making;  fuch  arms  b 
encouraged  in  thefe  United  Colonies. 

Where  in  any  colony  a  militia  is  already  formed  ur 
der  regulations  approved  of  by  the  Convention  of  fuc 
colony,  or  by  fuch  Aflemblies  as  are  anually  elect!  v 
we  refer  to  the  difcretion  of  fuch  Convention  or  Aflen 
bly,  either  to  adopt  the  foregoing  regulations  in  tl 
whole  or  in  part,  or  to  continue  their  former,  as  the; 
cn  coniideration  of  all  circumftances,  fhall  think  belt. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  July  19,  1775. 


The  Prefident  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a  letter  fro 
the  General,  with  fundry  papers  enclofed,  which  we 
read  and  confidered,  whereupon 

Ordered ,  That  Mr.  Wilfon  apply  to  the  Committ 
of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia,  and  requeft  the 
to  make  diligent  enquiry  what  quantities  of  duck,  Ru 
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fia  (heeling,  tow  cloth,  Oznabrugs  and  Tickfenburgs 
:an  be  procured  in  this  city,  and  make  return  as  loon  as 
poffible  to  this  Congrefs. 

Refolded,  That  Jofeph  Trumbull  be  Commifiary  Ge¬ 
neral  of  ftores  and  provifions  for  the  army  of  the  United 
C  q|  o  n  i  c  s 

Refolved,  That  the  appointment  of  a  Quarter  Mafter 
General,  a  Commifiary  of  Mufters,  and  a  Commifiary 
of  Artillery,  be  left  to  General  W  afhington. 

That  General  Thomas  be  appointed  firft  Brigadier 
General,  in  the  army  of  the  United  Colonies,  m  the 
room  of  General  Pomeroy,  who  never  afted  under  the 
commiffion  fent  to  him,  and  that  General  Thomases 
commiffion  bear  the  fame  date  that  General  Pomeroy’s 

did.  .  ...  ... 

That  it  be  left  to  General  W  afhington,  if  he  thinks 
fit,  to  appoint  three  Brigade  Majors,  and  commiffion 
them  accordingly. 

That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  report 

the  method  of  eftabliffiing  an  hofpital. 

■  The  Committee  chofen  are,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Paine 

and  Mr.  Middleton. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  colonies  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  Maflachufietts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Con¬ 
necticut,  to  compleat  the  deficiencies  in  the  regiments 
belong  to  their  refpedtive  Colonies,  retained  by  the  Ge¬ 
neral  in  the  continental  army  before  Bofton. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  colony  of  Rhode- 
Iffand,  to  compleat  and  fend  forward  to  the  camp  before 
Bofton,  as  foon  as  poffible,  the  three  hundred  and  fixty 
men,  lately  voted  by  their  General  Affembly. 

‘  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  colony  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  to  compleat  and  fend  forward  to  the  camp  before 
Bofton,  as  foon  as  poffible,  the  fourteen  hundred  men 
lately  voted  by  their  General  Affembly. 

On 
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On  motion  made ,  Refolved,  That  a  Committee  be  ap 
pointed  to  bring  in  an  eftimate  of  the  expences  fncurre 
by  the  votes  and  refolves  of  this  Congrefs. 

Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  Cufhingchofen. 

digreed.  That  the  Congrefs  meet  at  this  place  to 

morrow,  and  from  this  place  to  go  in  a  body  to  attein 
Divine  Service. 

Refolved,  That  the  nomination  of  three  of  the  Com. 
miffioners  for  Indian  affairs,  in  the  fouthern  department 
be  left  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  appointed  by  the  colon) 
of  South-Carolina. 

That  Mr.  John  Walker,  of  Virginia,  be  appointee 
one  of  the  Commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  fou¬ 
thern  department. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  half  paft  nine  o’clock. 

THURSDAY,  July  20,  1775,  Half  after  nine,  A  M. 

An  exprefs  arriving  with  difpatches  from  General 
Schuyler,  the  fame  were  read. 

A  letter  was  alfo  received  from  the  Convention  of 
Georgia,  and  read,  fetting  forth,  that  the  colony  had 
acceded  to  the  General  Affociation,  and  appointed  De¬ 
legates  to  attend  this  Congrefs. 

Adjourned  till  one  o’clock,  P.  M. 

P.  M.  Met  according  to  the  adjournment. 

The  difpatches  from  General  Schuyler  being  taken 
into  confideration. 

_  Refolved,  1  hat  General  Schuyler  be  empowered  to 
difpofe  of,  and  employ  all  the  troops  in  the  New  York 
department,  in  fuch  manner  as  he  may  think  belt  for 
the  protection  and  defence  of  thefe  colonies,  the  tribes  of 
Ind  ians  in  friendfhip  and  amity  with  us,  and  molt  effec¬ 
tually  to  promote  the  general  intereft,  ftill  purfuing,  if  in 
his  power,  the  former  orders  from  this  Congrefs,  and 
fubjedt  to  the  future  orders  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  eight  o’clock. 
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FRIDAY,  July  21,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an 
Mdrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  hav¬ 
ing  brought  in  a  draught,  the  fame  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an 
addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  brought  in 
a  draught. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  R.  Bache,  Mr.  Ste¬ 
phen.  Pafchall,  and  Mr.  M.  Hiileg  as,  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fuperintend  the  prefs,  and  to  have 
the  overlight  and  care  of  printing  the  bills 
of  credit  ordered  to  be  ftruck  by  this  Con- 
grefs. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Willie  Jones,  of 
North  Carolina,  be  the  fifth  Commifiioner 
of  Indian  affairs  m  the  Southern  department* 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Congrefs  refol¬ 
ved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  conlideration  the  Hate  of  America,' 
and  aiter  feme  time  Ipent  therein,  the  Pre- 
iident  relumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  re¬ 
ported  that  they  had  come  to  certain  refolu- 

tions,  which  he  read,  and  then  defired  leave 
to  fit  again. 

The  committee  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  to  protect  the  trade  of  thefe  Co¬ 
lonies,  biougiit  in  their  report,  which  was 
read.  . 

Oideied,  I  hat  the  fame  be  taken  into 
conlideration  to-morrow  mornine. 
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The  Congrefs  then  entered  upon  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  report  from  the  Committee 
of  the  whole,  and  after  fome  debate, 

Refolved,  That  fuch  a  body  of  troops  be 
kept  up  in  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  as  Gen.. 
Walhington  fhall  think  necelfary,  provided 
they  do  not  exceed  twenty-two  thoufand 
men. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  eight  o’clock. 


SATURDAY,  July  22,  1775. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 


Agreeable  to  the  order  of  yeiierday,  the 
Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report 
of  the  Committee  appointed  to  devife  ways 
and  means  to  protect  the  trade  of  thefe  Co¬ 
lonies,  and  after  fome  debate,  the  further 
conlideration  of  it  was  poftponed  to  a  future 
day. 

On  motion,  Refolved,  That  Dr.  Frank¬ 
lin,  Mr.  jefterfon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Lee,  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  conlidera— 
tion,  and  report  on  the  refolution  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  Feb.  20,  1775,  com* 
monly  called  Lord  North’s  motion. 

Adjourned  ’till  Monday  at  8  o’clock. 

Monday  being  fpent  in  a  Committee  of 
the  whole. 


TUESDAY,  July  25,  1775. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 


The 
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The  Committee  for  that  purpofe  appoint¬ 
ed,  brought  in  this  report  for  eftabliihing 
an  hofpitai,  which  was  read. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confider  the 
ways  and  means  of  eftabliihing  a  poft, 
brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  confidered  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  appoin  ted  to  confider  and 
•report  their  opinion  of  the  relolution  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  brought  in  their  re¬ 
port,  which  was  read,  ordeied  to  11s  on  the 
table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confide- 
ration  of  the  addrefs  the  AlTembly  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  and  the  fame  being  debatvd  by  para¬ 
graphs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  AJfembly 

of  Jamaica. 

WE  would  think  ourfelves  deficient  in 
our  duty  if  we  fuffered  this  Congrefs  to  pal's 
over  without  ex  prefling  our  efteem  foi  the 
AlTembly  of  Jamaica. 

Whoever  attends  to  the  conduct  of  tnole 
who  have  been  entrufted  with  the  admini- 
ftration  of  Britifh  affairs,  during  thefe  laid 
twelve  years,  will  dilcover  in  it  a  deliberate 
plan  to  deftroy,  in  every  part  of  the  empire, 
the  free  Confiitution,  for  which  Britain  has 
been  fo  long  and  fo  juftly  famed-  With  a 
dexterity,  artful  and  wicked,  they  have  va¬ 
ried  the  modes  of  attack  according  to  the 
different  characters  and  circumftances  of  thofe 

Z  z  whom 
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whom  they  meant  to  reduce.  In  die  Eaft- 
Jndies,  where  the  effeminancy  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  promiied  an  eafy  con on eh,  thev 
thought  it  unneceffary  to  veil  their  tyrannic 
principles  under  the  thinned;  difguife.  With- 
put  deigning  even  to  pretend  a  juftiheation  of 
their  conduft,  they  facrihced  the  lives  of 
millions  lo  tiie  gratification  of  their  insatia¬ 
ble  avarice  and  I uit  of  power.  In  Britain, 
where  the  .  maxims  of  freedom  were  hii  j 
known,  but  where  luxury  and  diffipation 
had  aimimfhed  the  wonted  reverence  for 
tnem,  the  attack  has  been  carried  on  in  a 
more  fecret  and  indiredt  manner :  Corrup- 
tipn  has  been  employed  to  undermine  them. 
The  Americans  are  not  enervated  by  eife- 
minancy,  like  the  inhabitants  of  India ;  nor 
debauched  by  luxury,  like  thofe  of  Great 
Britain  :  It  was  therefore  judged  proper  to 
aifail  them  by  bribery,  or  by  undifguifed 
force.  Plaufible  iyhems  were  formed  j 
fpecious  pretences  were  made  :  All  the  arts 
pf  fophihry  were  tried  to  fhew,  that  the 
Britifh  miniftry  had,  bylaw,  a  right  to  en- 
flave  us.  _  The  fir  ft  and  beft  maxims  of  the 
conftitution,  venerable  to  Britons  and  to 
Americans,  were  perverted  and  prophaned. 

he  power  of  parliament  derived  from  the 
people  to  bind  the  people,  was  extended 
over  thofe  from  whom  it  was  never  derived. 

It  is  aiierted,  that  a  handing  army  may  be 
^onhitutionally  kept  among  us,  without  our 
confent.  Thefe  principles,  d  id  ion  curable 

to 
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to  thofe  who  adopted  them,  and  delhrudive 
to  thofe,  to  whom  they  were  applied,  were 
neverthelefs  carried  into  execution  by  the 
foes  of  liberty  and  of  mankind  ;  ads  of  par¬ 
liament,  ruinous  to  America,  and  unfervice- 
able  to  Britain,  were  made  to  bind  us.  Ar¬ 
mies,  maintained  by  the  parliament,  were 
fent  over  to  fecure  their  operation.  The 
power,  however,  and  the  cunning  of  our  ad-  | j 

verfaries,  were  alike  unfuccefslul.  We  re- 
fufed  to  their  parliament  an  obedience, 
which  our  judgments  difapproved  of:  We  re- 
fufed  to  their  armies  a  fubmiffion,  which  fpi- 
rits  unaccuftomed  to  flavery,  could  not  brook. 

But  while  we  fpurned  a  difgraceful  fub- 
jedion,  we  were  far  from  running  into  raih, 
or  feditious  meafures  of  oppoiition.  Filled 
with  fentiments  of  loyalty  to  our  fovereign, 
and  of  atfedion  and  refped  for  our  fellow 
lubjeds  in  Britain;  we  petitioned,  we  fup- 
plicated,  we  expoftulated  : — Our  prayers 
were  rejeded: — Our  remonftrances  were  dif- 
regarded: — Our  grievances  were  accumula¬ 
ted.  All  this  did  not  provoke  us  to  violence. 

An  appeal  to  the  juilice  and  humanity  of 
thofe  who  had  injured  us,  and  were  bound 
to  redrefs  our  injuries,  were  ineffedual  ;  we 
next  refolved  to  make  an  appeal  to  their  in- 
tereft;  though  by  doing  fo  we  knew  we  mull 
facrifice  our  own,  and  (which  gave  us  equal 
uneafinefs)  that  of  our  friends  who  had  ne¬ 
ver  offended  us,  and  who  were  conneded 
with  us  by  a  fympathy  of  feelings  under  op-  y  jj|| 

preffions  j- 
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preffions  fimilar  to  our  own.  We  refolved 
to  give  up  our  commerce,  that  we  might 
preferve  our  liberty.  We  flattered  ourfelves 
that,  when,  by  withdrawing  our  commercial 
intercourfe  with  Britain,  which  we  had  an 
undoubted  right  either  to  withdraw  or  to  con¬ 
tinue,  her  trade  fliould  be  di  mini  fired,  her 
revenues  impaired,  and  her  manufadtures 
unemployed,  our  minifterial  foes  would  be 
induced  by  intereft,  or  compelled  by  necef- 
fity,  to  depart  from  the  plan  of  tyranny  which 
they  had  fo  long  purfued,  and  to  fubftitute-, 
in  its  place,  a  fyftem  more  compatible  with 
the  freedom  of  America,  and  the  juftice  of 
Britain.  That  this  fcheme  of  non-impor¬ 
tation  and  non-exportation  might  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  the  deiired  effedts,  we  were  obliged 
to  include  the  iflands  in  it.  From  this  ne- 
ceility,  and  from  this  neceffity  alond,  has 
eur  condudt  towards  them  proceeded.  By 
converting  your  fugar  plantations  into  fields 
of  grain,  you  can  fupply  yourfelves  with  the 
neceflaries  of  life  :  While  theprefent  unhap¬ 
py  ftruggle  fhall  continue,  we  cannot  do 
more. 

But  why  fhould  we  make  an  apology  to 
the  patriotic  Affembly  of  Jamaica,  who  know 
fo  well  the  value  of  liberty  ;  who  are  fo  fen- 
fible  of  the  extreme  danger  to  which  ours  is 
expofed  ;  and  who  forefee  how  certainly  the 
delfrudtion  of  ours  muft  be  followed  by  the 
deftrudtion  of  their  own  ? 


We 
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We  receive  uncommon  pleafure  from  ob- 
ferving  the  principles  of  our  righteous  oppo- 
fition  diftinguiffied  by  your  approbation: 
We  feel  the  warmeft  gratitude  for  your  pa¬ 
thetic  mediation  in  our  behalf  with  t  e 
crown.  It  was  indeed  unavailing  ut  are 
you  to  blame  ?— Mournful  experience  tells 
us,  that  petitions  are  often  rejected,  while 
the  fentiments  and  condu&  of  the  petitioners 
entitle  what  they  offer  to  a  happiei  fate.  . 

That  our  petitions  have  been  treated  with 
difdain  is  now  become  the  fmalleft  part  cu 
our  complaint:  Minifterial  infolence  is  loft 
in  minifterial  barbarity.  It  has,  by  an  ex¬ 
ertion  peculiarly  ingenious,  procured  thole 
very  meafures,  which  it  laid  us  under  ,  the 
hard  neceffity  of  purfuing,  to  be  ftigmatized 
in  parliament  as  rebellious  :  It  has  employed 
additional  fleets  and  armies  for  the  infamous 
purpofe  of  compelling  us  to  abandon  them: 
It  has  plunged  us  in  all  the  horrors  and  cala¬ 
mities  of  civil  war  :  It  has  caufed  the  trea- 
fure  and  the  blood  of  Britons  (formerly  fhed 
and  expended  for  far  other  ends)  to  be  fpilt 
and  wafted  in  the  execrable  deftgn  of  fpread- 
ing  flavery  over  Britifh  America  :  It  will  not, 
however,  accomplifh  its  aim  :  In  the  worft 
of  contingences,  a  choice  will  ftitt  he  left, 
which  it  never  can  prevent  us  from  making. 

The  peculiar  fituation  of  your  ifland  for¬ 
bids  your  afliftance.  But  we  have  your  good 

wiflies.  From  the  good  wifhes  of  the  friends 
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of  liberty  and  mankind  we  fnall  always  de¬ 
rive  confolation. 

Ordered,  1  hat  a  fair  copy  be  made  out,  to 

be  Signed  by  the  prefident,  and  tranfmitted 
by  the  firlt  opportunity. 

1  he  congrefs  then  refuming  the  report  of 
tne  Committee  of  the  whole,  came  to  the 
following  refolutions. 

.  Fefolved  that  a  body  of  forces,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  five  thoufand,  be  kept  up  in  the  New 
1  oik  Department,  for  thepurpofe  of  defend- 
ing  that  part  of  America,  and  for  fecuring 
the  lakes,  and  protecting  the  frontiers  from 
incuriions  and  invalions. 

That^  a  further  fum,  amounting  to  the 
value  oi  one  million  of  Spanilh  milled  dollars 
be  itruck  in  bills  of  thirty  dollars  each. 

As  the  figning  fo  great  a  number  of  bills 
as  has  been  directed  to  be  iffued  by  this  Con¬ 
grefs,  will  require  more  time  than  the  mem¬ 
bers  can  poffibly  devote  to  that  bufinefs,  con- 

•fiftent  with  the  attention  due  to  the  public 
lervice.  1 

Refolved,  That  the  following  gentlemen 
be  appointed  and  fully  authored  to  fum  the 
ame  viz.  Luke  Morris,  Samuel  Meredith, 

£Urr/?U  ko’  Samud  Morris>  Frederick 
Luhl  Robert  Strettlejones,  Thomas  Cocmbe, 

Libs  Lewis,  John  Meafe,  Thomas  Lawrence, 
Dani,“;  Ctyiner,  John  Maxwell  Nelhit,  Tho¬ 
mas  Barclay,  John  Bayard,  William  Crain 
Thomas  Barto,  John  Shee,  Ifaac  Hazlehurft 
.Robert  Roberts,  Anthony  Morris,  Mordecai 

Lewis 
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Lewis,  George  Mifflin,  Robert  Tucknifs* 
Andrew  Banner,  William  Jackfon,  Jofeph 
Sims,  James  Milligan,  and  James  Reed. 

That  each  of  the  continental  bills  be  num¬ 
bered  and  figned  by  two  of  the  above  gentle¬ 
men  . 

That  each  gentleman,  who  iigns  the  conti- 
nental  bills,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
continental  treafury,  one  dollar  and  one  third 
of  a  dollar,  for  each  and  every  thoufand  bills, 
figned  and  numbered  by  him. 

That  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  number 
and  fign  the  bills  do  give  their  receipts  for 
the  fame,  expreffing  the  number  and  deno¬ 
mination  of  them  j  and  after  numbering  and 
fuming  them,  fhall  deliver  the  fame  to  the 
continental  treafury,  taking  their  receipts  for 
the  bills  fo  delivered. 

On  motion,  refolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel 
Adams,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  j .  Rutledge,  with 
the  fecretary,  be  a  Committee  to  revife  the 
journal  of  this  Congrefs,  and  prepare  it  for 
the  prefs. 

JL 


Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  8  o’clock. 

WEDNESDAY,  July  26,  1775. 

*  • 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

s 

<  *»  < 

Agfe  cable  to  order,  the  Congrefs  refumed 

the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  for  eftablifhing  a  poll ;  and  the  lame 
being  debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows. 

A  a  That 


I 


That  a  pofl-mafter-general  be  appointed 
for  the  united  Colonies,  who  Jhall  hold  his 
office  at  Philadelphia,  and  fhall  be  allowed  a 
*  falary  of  ioco  dollars  per  annum,  for  himfelf, 
and  340  dollars  per  annum,  for  a  fecreta ry 


and  comptroller,  with  power  to  appoint  fuch, 
and  fo  many  deputies  as  to  him  may  feem 
proper  and  neceffary. 

That  a  line  of  polls  he  appointed  under 
the  dire  ft  ion  of  the  port-mailer  general,  from 
Falmouth,  in  New  England,  to  Savannah, 
in  Georgia,  with  as  many  crofs  polls  as  he 
fhall  think  fit. 

That  the  allowance  to  the  deputies,  in  lieu 
.  of  falary  and  all  contingent  expences,  fhall 
be  20  per  cent,  on  the  furns  they  coiieft  and 
■  pay  into  the  general  poll-office  annually, 
when  the  whole  is  under  or  not  exceeding; 

o 

1000  dollars,  and  ten  per  cent,  for  all  turns 
.  above  1000  dollars  a  year. 

That  the  feveral  deputies  account  quarterly 
with  the  general  poll-office,  and  the  pofl- 
mafter  general  annually  with  the  Continental 
treafurers,  Iwhcn  he  fhall  pay  into  the  receipt 
of  the  laid  treafurers  the  profits  of  the  poll- 
office  ;  and  if  the  neceffary  expence  of  this 
effablillirncnt  Ihould  exceed  the  produce  of 
it,  the  deficiency  fhall  be  made  good  by  the 
united  Colonies,  and  paid  to  the  poll-mailer 
general  by  the  Continental  treafurers. 


On  motion  made,  refolved.  That  it  be  r 


commended  to  the  poll- mailer  general  to 


i  rut 


•d-  '  -  -■  .  - 

- 

-;..g  A,*— M  >V  V'^i 


■ 


169  ) 

y  I 

That  it  be  left  to  the  poft-mafter  general  to 
appoint  a  fecretary  and  comptroller. 

1  The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  a  poft-mafter  general  for  one  year,  and 
until  another  is  appointed  by  a  future  Con¬ 
grefs,  when  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efq  ;  was 

unanimoufly  choi'en. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  8  o’clock. 

*-•  I 

THURSDAY,  July  27,  1775.  ' 

/•  ^  "v  j.  -  •  w* 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

/ 

The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  eftablifhing  an 
hofpital  for  the  army,  and  the  fame  being 
debated,  was  agreed  to  as  follows. 

That  for  the  eftablifhment  or  an  holpital 
for  an  army  confiding  of  twenty  thoufand 
men,  the  following  officers  and  other  atten¬ 
dants  be  appointed  with  the  following  al¬ 
lowance  or  pay,  viz. 

One  director  general  and  cmei  phyncian, 

his  pay  per  day  four  dollars. 

Four  furgeons,  each  ditto  one  and  one 

third  of  a  dollar.  i 

One  apothecary,  ditto,  one  ano  one  third 

of  a  dollar. 

Twenty  furgeons  mates,  each  ditto,  two 

thirds  of  a  dollar.  - 

One  clerk  ditto,  two  thuds  Oi  a  dodar. 

■  Two  ftore-keepers,  each  four  dollars  per 

month.  •  ' 

An?.  One 
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One  nurfe  t©  every  ten  Tick,  one  fifteenth 
of  a  dollar  per  day,  or  two  dollars  per  month. 

Labourers  occasionally,  1  ’ 

Tlc  duty  of  tiie  above  officers. 

Th?  director  to  furniih  medicines,  bed- 
dmg,  and  all  other  neceiTaries,  to  pay  for  the  * 
fame,  superintend  the  whole,  and  make  his 
repoi  l  to,  and  receive  orders  from,  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief. 

Surgeons,  apothecary,  and  mates,  to  vifit 
and  attend  the  fick,  and  the  mates  to  obey 

the  orders  of  the  phyficians,  furgeons  and 
apothecary.  '  '  - 

_  Matron.  To  fuperintend  the  nurfes,  bed- 
ding,  &c. 

Nurfes.  To  attend  the  fick  and  obey  die 
matron’s  orders. 

Cierk.  fo  Keep  accounts  for  the  director 
and  ftore-keepers. 

^  otore-Keeper.  1  o  receive  and  deliver  the 
bedding  and  other  neceiTaries  by  order  of  the 
director.  '  - 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  officers  for  the  hofpital,  when 

Benjamin  Church  was  unanimouflyeleded, 
to  be  diredor  of,  and  phyfician  in,  the  hof¬ 
pital. 

Refcjved,  That  the  appointment  of  the 
four  furgeons  and  tiie  apothecary  be  left  to 
Dodor  B.  Church.  ‘ 

That  the  mates  be  appointed  by  the  fur¬ 


geons 


That 
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That  the  number  of  mates  do  not  exceed 
twenty. 

That  the  number  be  not  kept  in  conftant 
pay,  unlefs  the  lick  and  wounded  ihould  be 
fo  numerous  as  to  require  the  attendance  of 
twenty,  and  to  be  diminifhed  as  circumftan- 
ces  will  admit,  for  which  purpofe  the  pay  is 
fixed  by  the  day,  that  they  may  only  receive 
pay  for  adtual  fervice. 

That  one  clerk,  two  ftore-keepers,  and 
one  nurfe  to  every  ten  lick  be  appointed  by 
the  diredtor. 

Upon  motion  made,  refoived.  That  the 
paymafter  give  bond  with  two  fureties,  in 
the  fum  of  fifty  thoyfand  dollars,  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  office. 

That  the  bond  be  made  payable  to  the  fame 
perfons,  to  whom  the  bonds  of  the  Conti¬ 
nental  treafurers  are  payable. 

James  Warren,  Efq ;  was  then  unani- 
moully  clefted  paymafter  general. 

Refoived,  That  the  paymafter  in  the  New 
York  department  give  bond  to  the  fame 
perfons  as  above  directed,  with  two  fureties, 
in  the  fum  of  25,000  dollars,  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  his  office. 

:  Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  8  o’clock. 

FRIDAY,  July  28,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjounrment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mftvean,  and  Mr. 
Wilfon,  prepare  the  form  of  bonds  for  the 
continental  treafurers  to  execute. 

The 
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The  Cengrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  eL 

lion  of  a  Paymafter  for  the  Forces  in  the 

Kew-York  department,  when  Jonathan 

*  */ 

Trumbull,  jun.  Efq;  was  unanimoufly  elec¬ 
ted  to  that  office. 

The  Addrefs  to  the  People  of  Irelandhe- 
ing  again  read  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to 


as  follows 


C1  o  the  People  of  Ireland .  From  the  delegates 

appointed  by  the  United  Colonies  of  New 
Flampfbire?  Mafjachufetts-Bay ?  Phode-Ijland 
and  Providen ce  Plantations ?  Connecticut? 
JNew-Tork ,  New- per  fey ?  Pennfylvania?  the 
Power:  Counties  on  Delaware?  Maryland? 
Virginia?  North -Carolina  and  South  Caro¬ 
lina?  in  General  Cmgrefs  at  Philadelphia? 
the  loth  of  May,  i  77  v 

Friends  and  Fellow  Subjects, 


the  important  con  left,  into  which  we 


have  been  driven,  is  now  become  interefting 
to  every  European  ftate,  and  particularly  af¬ 
fects  the  members  of  the  Ekitifh  empire,  we 
think  it  our  duty  to  addrefs  you  on  the  fub- 
)ecu  We  are  defirous,  as  is  natural  to  in¬ 
jured  innocence,  of  poffefting  the  good  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  virtuous  and  humane — We  are 
peculiarly  defirous  of  furnifhing  you  with  a 
true  ftate  of  our  motives  and  objects  ;  the 
better  to  enable  you  to  judge  of  our  conduit 
with  accuracy,  and  determine  the  merits  of 
the  controversy  with  impartiality  and  pre- 
cifion-.  ’  ' 

Howeve 
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However  incredible  it  may  appear,  tnat, 
at  this  enlightened  period,  the  leaders  of  a 
nation,  which  in  every  age  has  facrificed  he¬ 
catombs  of  her  braveft  patriots  on  the  altar 
of  liberty,  fhould  prefume  gravely  to  ailert 
and,  by  force  of  arms,  attempt  to  eftablidi 
an  arbitrary  fway  over  the  lives,  liberties, 
and  property  of  their  fellow  fubjefts  in  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  it  is  neverthelefs  a  moil  deplorable  and 
indiiputable  truth. 

Thefe  Colonies  have,  from  the  time  of 
their  fir  ft  fettlement,  for  near  two  centuries, 
peaceably  enjoyed  thofe  very  rights,  of  which 
the  Minifly  have,  for  ten  years  part,  endea¬ 
voured,  by  fraud  and  by  violence  to  deprive 
them.  At  the  concluiion  of  the  laft  war 
the  genius  of  England  and  the  fpirit  of  wif- 
dom,  as  if  offended  at  the  ungrateful  treat¬ 
ment  of  their  ions,  withdrew  from  the  Bri- 
tilh  counfels  and  left  that  nation  a  prey  to  a 
race  of  miniflers,  with  whom  ancient  Eng- 
iifb  honefty  and  benevolence  difdained  to 
dweii.  From  that  period,  jealoufy,  difeontent, 
oppreffion  and  difeord  have  raged  aniong  all 
his  Majefly’s  fuhjects  ;  and  hlied  every  parr 
of  his  dominions  with  diftrefs  and  complaint. 

Not  content  with  our  purchafing  of  Bri¬ 
tain  at  her  own  price,  cloathing  and  a  thou- 
fand  other  articles  ufed  by  near  three  milli¬ 
ons  of  people  on  this  vail;  continent ;  not  ia- 
tisfied  with  the  amazing  profits  arid ng  from 
the  monopoly  of  our  trade,  without  giving 
us  either  time  to  breathe  after  a  lone  though 
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glorious  war,  or  the  leaft  credit  for  the  blood 

and  treafure  we  have  expended  in  it ; _ Not- 

withftanding  the  zeal  we  had  imnifefted  for 
the  fervice  of  our  fovereign,  and  the  warm- 
eft  attachment  to  the  conftitution  of  Britain 
and  the  people  of  England,  a  black  and  hor¬ 
rid  deiign  was  formed  to  convert  us  from 
freemen  into  Haves,  from  fubjefts  into  vaf- 
iais,  and  from  friends  into  enemies. 

Taxes  for  the  firft  time  lince  we  landed  on 
the  American  ftiores,  were,  without  our  con- 
rent,  impofed  upon  us  j  an  unconftitutional 
edidt  to  compel  us  to  furnifh  necelfaries  for 
a  ftanding  army,  that  we  wifned  to  fee  dif- 
banded,  was  illued  •,  and  the  legillature  of 
New- York  lulpended  for  refufing  to  comply 
With  it.  Our  antient  and  ineftimable  right 
of  trial  by  jury  was,  in  many  inftances,  abo- 
lifhed ;  and  the  common  law  of  the  land 


made  to  give  place  to  Admiralty  jurifdidti- 
ons,  judges  were  rendered,  by  the  tenure  of 
their  commiffions,  entirely  dependent  on 
the  will  of  a  minifter.  New  crimes  were 
arbitrarily  created ;  and  new  courts,  un¬ 
known  to  the  conftitution,  inftituted.  Wick¬ 
ed  and  infidious  Governors  have  been  fet  over 
us  •,  and  dutiful  petitions  for  the  removal 
of  even  the  notorioully  infamous  Governor 
Hutchinfon,  were  branded  with  the  oppro- 
Dious  appellation  of  fcandalous  and  defama¬ 
tory.  Hardy  attempts  have  been  made  un¬ 
der  colour  of  parliamentary  authority  to  feize 
Americans,  and  carry  them  to  Great  Britain 


to 
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to  be  tried  for  offences  committed  in  the  co¬ 
lonies.  Ancient  charters  have  no  longer 
remained  (acred,  that  of  Malfachufetts-Bay 
was  violated  ;  and  their  form  of  government 
effentially  mutilated  and  transformed.  On 
pretence  of  punilhing  a  violation  of  home 
private  property,  committed  by  a  few  dil— 
guifed  individuals,  the  populous  and  flou- 
rilhing  town  of  Bofton  was  fourounded  by 
fleets  and  armies ;  its  trade  deftroyed;  its 
port  blocked  up  ;  and  thirty  thoufand  citi¬ 
zens  fubjefted  to  all  the  miferies  attending 
fo  fudden  a  convulflon  in  their  commercial 
metropolis ;  and  to  remove  every  obftacle  to 
the  rigorous  execution  of  this  fyftem  of  op- 
preffion,  an  aft  of  parliament  was  palled  evi¬ 
dently  calculated  to  indemnify  thole,  who 
might,  in  the  prol'eeution  of  it,  even  em- 
brue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants. 

Though  preffed  by  fuch  an  accumulation 
of  undelerved  injuries  America  Hill  remem¬ 
bered  her  duty  to  her  fovereign.  A  Con- 
grefs,  conlilling  ox  deputies  from  twelve 
United  Colonies  affembled.  They  in  the 
moll  refpeftful  terms  laid  their  grievances  at 
the  foot  of  the  throne;  and  implored  his 
Majefty’s  interpofition  in  their  behalf.-  They 
alfo  agreed  to  fufpend  all  trade  with  Great 
Britain,  Ireland  and  the  Weft-Indies,  hop¬ 
ing,  by  this  peaceable  mode  of  oppolition, 
to  obtain  that  juftice  from  the  Britilh  mini- 
try  which  had -been  fo  long  folicited  in  Vain. 

B  b  And 
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And  Here  permit  us  to  allure  you-,  tHat  it  was 
with  the  utmoft  reluctance  we  could  prevail 
upon  ourfelves  to  ceafe  our  commercial  con¬ 
nections  with  your  if and. — Your  parliament 
had  done  us  no  wrong — You  had  ever  been 
friendly  to  the  rights  of  mankind  ;  and  we 
acknowledge,  with  pleafure  and  gratitude, 
that  your  nation  has  produced  Patriots,  who 
have  nobly  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the 
cauie  of  humanity  and  America.  On  the 
other  hand,,  we  were  not  ignorant  that  the 
labor  and  manufactures  of  Ireland,  like  thofe 
of  the  filk-worm,  were  of  little  moment  to- 
herfeif;  but  ferved  only  to  give  luxury  to 
thole,  who  neither  toil  nor  fpim- — We  per¬ 
ceived,  that  if  we  continued  our  commerce 
With  you,  our  agreement  not  to  import  from 
Britain  would  be  fruitlefs ;  and  were  there¬ 
fore  compelled  to  adopt  a  mea£ure,,to  which 
nothing  but  abfolute  neceffity  would  have  re¬ 
conciled  us — it  gave  us  however,  fome  con- 
folation  to  refect,  that  fhould.  it  occaiion 
much  diftrefs,  the  fertile  regions  of  America 
would  afford  you  a  fafe  alylum  from  poverty, 
and  in  time  from  oppreffion  alfo — an  alylum, 
in  which  many  thoufands  of  your  country¬ 
men,  have  found  hofpitality,  peace  and  af¬ 
fluence  ;  and  become  united  to  us  by  all  the 
ties  of  confanguinity,  mutual  interelt  and 
affeC'tion — Nor  did  the  Congrefs  flop  here — 
Flattered  by  a  pleating  expectation,  that  the 
jUflice  and  humanity  which  had  fo  long  cha¬ 
racterized  the  Englifh  Nation,  would  on 
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proper*  application,  afford  us  relief  ;  they 
reprelented  their  grievances  in  an  affectionate 
addrefs  to  their  brethren  in  Britain,  and  in- 
treated  their  aid  and  interpofition  in  benalf 

of  thefe  Colonies,  1  • #  : 

The  more  fully  to  evince  their  refpeCt  for, 

their  Sovereign,  the  unhappy  people  of  Bol¬ 
ton  were  requefied  by  the  Congiels  to  fub- 
■mit  with  patience  to  their  fate ;  an d^  all 
America  united  m  a  refolution  to  abftam. 
from  every  fpecies  of  violence— Duri ng  this 
period,  that  devoted  town  fuftered  unfpeak- 
ably.  Its  inhabitants  were  intuited  and  their 
property  violated — Still  relying  on  the  cle¬ 
mency  and  juftice  of  his  Majefty  and  the 
nation,  they  permitted  a  few  regiments  to 
take  poffeffion  or  their  town  \  to  luitound  it 
with  fortifications,  and  to  cut  off  all  inter— 
courfe  between  them  and  their  friendo  m  tiiC 

country.  #  a  : 

With  anxious  expectation  diet  all  America 

wait  the  event  of  their  petition-*  Ail  America 
laments  its  fate — i  heir  Prince  was  deaf  to 
their  complaints:  And  vain  were  all  attempts 
to  imprefs  him  with  a  ieme  of  the  luffer- 
mpHS  of  his  American  iubjeCtsj  of  tne  cruel¬ 
ty  of  their  Tafk-Mafters,  and  of  the  many 
plagues  which  impended  ovei  his  dominions. 
Inftead  of  directions  for  a  candid  enquiry  in¬ 
to  our  grievances,  infult  was  added  «.o  op- 
preffion,  and  our  long  forbearance  lewaided 
with  the  imputation  of  cowardice.  Qui 
trade  with  foreign  ftates  was  piohibitcu; 
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■  and  an  ad:  of  Parliament  paffed  to  prevent 
our  even  fifhing  on  our  own  coafts — Our 
peaceable  Affemblies  for  the  purpofe  of  con- 
fulting  the  common  fafety,  were  declared 
feditious ;  and  our  affsrting  the  very  rights 
which  placed  the  Crown  of  Great-Brxtain 
on  the  heads  of  the  three  fucceffive  princes 
of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  Piled  rebellion — 
Orders  were  given  to  reinforce  the  troops  in 
America--The  wild  and  barbarous  favages 
of  the  wildernefs  have  been  folicited  by  gif  ts 
to  take  up  the  hatchet  againft  us  ;  and  infti- 
gated  to  deluge  our  fettlements  with  the 
blood  of  innocent  and  defencelefs  women 
and  children — The  whole  country  was  more¬ 
over  alarmed  with  the  expeded  horrors  of 
domeftic  infurredions-r Refinements  in  pa¬ 
rental  cruelty,  at  which  the  genius  of  Bri¬ 
tain  muft  blufh !  Refinements  which  ad¬ 
mit  not  of  being  even  recited  without  hor¬ 
ror,  or  pradifed  without  infamy!  We  fhould 
be  happy  were  thefe  dark  machinations  the 
mere  fuggeftions  of  fufpicion--We  are  forry 
to  declare,  that  we  are  pofTeffed  of  the  in  oft 
authentic  and  indubitable  evidence  of  their 

■s  r  ;  i  ■  T,  >■» 

reality. 

The  miniftry,  bent  on  pulling  down  the 
pillars  of  the  conftitution,  endeavoured  to 
ered  the  ftandard  of  defpotifm  in  America  ; 
and  if  fuccefsful,  Britain  and  Ireland  may 
fhudder  at  the  confequences  ! 

Three  of  the  moft  experienced  Generals 
are  fent  to  wage  war  with  their  fellow  fub- 
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ie&sj  and  America  is  amazed  to  find  the 
name  of  Howe  in  the  catalogue  of  her  ene¬ 
mies — She  loved  his  brother. 

Defpairing  of  driving  the  Colonies  to  re¬ 
finance  by  any  other  means  than  adtual  hoi- 
tility,  a  detachment  of  the  army  at  Boftcn 
marched  into  the  country  in  all  the  array  of 
war  ;  and  unprovoked,  fired  upon,  and  killed 
feveral  of  the  inhabitants  T  ie  neighbour¬ 
ing  farmers  iuddenly  aflembled,  and  repelled 
the  attack— From  this,  all  communication 
between  the  town  and  country  was  inter¬ 
cepted — The  citizens  petitioned  the  General 
for  permiffion  to  leave  the  town,  and  he 
promifed  on  furrendering  their  arms,  to  pei- 
mit  them  to  depart  with  their  othci  eftedts— • 
They  accordingly  furrendered  their  arms, 
and  the  General  violated  his  faith — Under 
various  pretences,  paffports  were  delayed 
and  denied  ;  and  many  thoufands  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  are  at  this  day  confined  in  the 
town  in  the  utmoft  wretchednefs  and  want 
—The  lame,  the  blind,  and  the  lick,  have 
indeed  been  turned  out  into  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  fields  ;  and  fome,  eluding  the  vigilance 
of  the  fentinels,  have  efcaped  from  the  town 
by  fwimming  to  the  adjacent  fhores. 

The  war  having  thus  began  on  the  part 
■  of  General  Gage’s  troops,  the  country  arm¬ 
ed  and  embodied.  The  re-inforcements 
from  Ireland  foon  after  arrived  ;  a  vigorous 
attack  was  then  made  upon  the  Provincials — 
In  their  march  the  troops  furrounded  the 

town 
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town  of  Charleftown,  con  filling  of  about  400 
houles,  then  recently  abandoned  to  efcape  the- 
fury  of  a  relentlefs  foldiery.  Having  plun¬ 
dered  the  houfes,  they  fet  fire  to  the  town, 
and  reduced  it  to  allies — To  this  wanton 
wafle  of  property,  unknown  to  civilized  na¬ 
tions,  they  were  prompted,  the  better  to* 
conceal  their  approach  under  cover  of  the 
fmoak.  A  shocking  mixture  of  cowardice 
and  cruelty,  which  then  firft  tarnifhed  the 
luftre  of  the  Britifli  arms,!  when  aimed  at  a 
brother’s  bread; ! — But  bleffed  be  God,  they 
were  reftrained  from  committing  farther  ra-' 
Vages,  by  the  lofs  of  a  very  eonfidefable  part 
of  their  army,  including  many  of  their  moffc 
experienced  officers — The  lofs  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  was  inconliderable. 

Compelled  therefore  to  behold  thoufands 
of  our  countrymen  inprifoned,  and  men, 
women,  and  childred,  involved  in  promif- 
cuous  and  unmeritted  miffery — When  we 
find  all  faith  at  an  end,  and  facred  treaties 
turned  into  tricks  of  ftate — When  we  per- 
cieve  our  friends  and  kinfmen  maffacred, 
our  habitations  plundered,  our  houfes  in 
flames,  and  their  once  happy  inhabitants  fed 
only  by  the  hand  of  charity — -Who  can  blame 
us  for  endeavouring  to  reftrain  the  progrefs 
of  defolation  ?  Who  can  cenfure  our  repel-  • 
ling  the  attacks  of  fuch  a  barbarous  band  ? 
Who,  in  fuch  circumftances,  would  not  obey 
the  great,  the  univerfal,  the  divine  law  of- 
felf-prefervation  ?  *  .  -  •  - 
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-  Though  vilified  as  wanting  fpirit,  we  arc 
determined  to  behave  like  men — Though 
infulted  and  abided,  we  wilh  for  reconcilia¬ 
tion — Though  defamed  as  feditious,  we  are 
•ready  to  obey  the  laws — And  though  charged 
•with  rebellion,  will  chearfully  bleed  in  de¬ 
fence  of  our  fovereign  in  a  righteous  caufe 
— What  more  can  we  fay  ? — What  more 
can  we  offer  ? 

-  But  we  forbear  to  trouble  you  with  a  te¬ 
dious  detail  of  the  various  and  fruit'lefs  offers 
and  applications  we  have  repeatedly  made, 
not  for  penfions,  for  wealth,  or  for  honors, 
but  for  the  humble  boon  of  being  permitted 
to  po  fiefs  the  fruits  of  honeft  induftry,  ancl 
to  enjoy  that  degree  of  liberty,  to  which  God 
and  the  conftitution  have  given  us  an  un¬ 
doubted  right. 

Bleffed  with  an  indiffoluble  union,  with  a 

«  ■»  * 

■  variety  of  internal  refources,  and  with  a  firm 
reliance  on  the  juftice  of  the  fupreme  difpcfer 
of  all  human  events,  we  have  no  doubt  of 
riling  fuperior  to  all  the  machinations  of 
evil  and  abandoned  minifters.  We  already 
anticipate  the  golded  period,  when  liberty, 
with  all  thegentle  arts  of  peace  and  humanity, 
fhall  eftablilh  her  mild’  dominion  in  this 
weftern  world,  and  eredt  eternal  monuments 
to  the  memory  of  thofe  virtuous  patriots  and 
martyrs,  who  fhall  have  fought  and  bled  and 
fuffered  in  her  caufe. 

Accept  our  moll  graceful  acknowledgments 
for  the  firiendly  dil'pofition  you  have  always 
Ihewn  towards  us — We  know  that  you  are 

not 
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not  without  your  grievances — We  fympa- 
thize  with  you  in  your  diftrefs,  and  are 
pleafed  to  find  that  the  defign  of  fubjugating 
us,  hasperfuaded  adminiftration  to  difpenfeto 
Ireland,  fome  vagrant  rays  of  minifterial  fun- 
fhine — Even  the  tender  mercies  of  govern¬ 
ment  have  long  been  cruel  towards  you — In 
the  rich  p aft u res  of  Ireland,  many  hungry 
parricides  have  fed,  and  grown  flrong  to 
labour  in  its  deftrudtion.  We  hope  the  pa¬ 
tient  abiding  of  the  meek  may  not  always  be 
forgotten  •,  and  God  grant  that  the  iniquitous 
fchemes  of  exterpating  Liberty  from  the 
Britifh  empire  may  be  foon  defeated.  But 
we  fhould  be  wanting  to  ourfelves;  we  fhould 
be  perfidious  to  pofterity ;  we  fhould  be 
unworthy  that  anceftry  from  which  we 
derive  out  defcent,  fhould  we  fubmit  with 
folded  arms  to  military  butchery  and  depreda¬ 
tions,  to  gratify  the  lordly  ambition,  or  fa- 
tiate  the  avarice  of  a  Britifh  Miniftry.  In 
defence  of  our  perfons  and  properties,  under 
adual  violation,  we  have  taken  up  arms — 
When  that  violence  fhall  be  removed,  and 
hoftilities  ceafe  on  the  part  of  the  aggreffors, 
they  fhall  ceafe  on  our  part  alfo — For  the 
atchievement  of  this  happy  event,  we  confide 
in  the  good  offices  of  our  fellow  fubjedts  be¬ 
yond  the  Atlantic.  Of  their  friendly  dilpofi- 
tion  we  do  not  yet  defpond  ;  aware  as  they 
muff  be,  that  they  have  nothing  more  to 
expedt  from  the  fame  common  enemy,  than 
the  humble  favour  of  being  lall  devoured. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  8  o’clock... 

SATUR- 
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SATURDAY,  July  29,  1775. 

Ivlet  according  £0  adjournment. 

The  Congrefs  refumed  the  conlideration 
of  the  report  from  the  Committee  of  the 
whole,  and  came  to  the  following;  refolution: 

Refolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  Commif- 
fary  General  of  Muflers  be  40  dollars  per 
month. 

Deputy  Commilfary  General  of  Stores  and 
Provilions  60  dollars  per  ditto. 

Deputy  Adjutant-General  50  dollars  per 
ditto. 

Deputy  Mufler-Mafter-General  40  dollars 
per  ditto. 

Brigade-Major  33  dollars  per  ditto. 

Commilfary  of  Artillery  30  dollars  per 
ditto. 

Judge  Advocate  20  dollars  per  ditto. 

Colonel  50  dollars  per  ditto. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  40  dollars  per  ditto. 

Major  33  dollars  and  one-third  per  ditto. 

Captain  20  dollars  per  ditto. 

Lieutenant  13  dollars  and  one-third  per 
ditto. 

Enfign  10  dollars  per  ditto. 

Serjeant  8  dollars  per  ditto. 

Corporal,  Drummer,  and  Fifer,  each  7 
dollars  and  one-third  per  ditto. 

Private  6  dollars  and  two- thirds  per  ditto. 

Adjutant  18  dollars  and  one-third  per 
ditto. 

\  i  '  t  * 

Quarter  Maher  18  dollars  and  one-third 

per  ditto. 
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Chaplain  20  dollars  per  ditto. 

That  the  pay  of  the  light-infantry  be  the? 
lame  as  that  in  the  regiment,  from  a  captain 
to  a  private,  both  inclulive.  ‘  ' 

That  in  the  artillery  the  pay  be  of  a  captain 
26  dollars  and  two  thirds  per  month. 

Captain  lieutenant  20  dollars  per  ditto. 

Lieutenant  firil  and  fecond  1 8'  dollars  and 
one  third  per  ditto. 

Lieutenant  fireworker  13  dollars  and  one 
third  per  ditto. 

Serjeant  8  dollars  and  one  third  per  ditto. 

Corporal  7  dollars  and  a  half  per  ditto. 

Bombardier  7  dollars  per  ditto. 

Matrols  6  dollars  and  live  fixths  of  a  dollar 
per  ditto. 

That  the  appointment  of  provofl-marfhal, 
waggon-mailer,  and  mailer  carpenter,  be  left 
to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army,  who 
is  to  fix  their  pay,  having  regard  to  the  pay 

in  the  minifterial  army,  and  the 
propoi  tion  tnat  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  faid 
c.i  n:y  bears  to  the  pay  of  our  officers* 

Vvilliam  Tudor,  Efq  ;  was  deeded  judp-e 
advocate  to-  the  army. 

Refolved,  That  Michael  Hillegas  and 
Se  Cicrnei ,  Efquires,  be  joint  treafurers 
(  '  “  -  -  !  d  Colonies  :  That  the  treafurers 

refide  in  .  Philadelphia,  and  that  they  fhall 
give  bond  with  furety  for  the  faithful  per¬ 
formance  of  their  office,  in  the  fum  of  one 
ui nd red  thoufand  dollars  to  John  Hancock, 
Henry  Middleton,  John  Dickinfon,  John 
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Allop,  Thomas  Lynch,  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
and  James  Wilfon,  Efquires,  and  the  furvivor 
of  them  in  trull  for  the  united  Colonies. 

That  the  provincial  alfemblies  or  conven¬ 
tions  do  each  chufe  a  treafurer  for  their  re- 
fpedlive  Colonies,  and  take  fuflicient  fecurity 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  trull. 

That  each  Colony  provide  ways  and  means 
to  link  its  proportion  of  the  bills  ordered  to 
be  emitted  by  this  Congrefs,  in  fuch  manner 
as  may  be  moll  effectual  and  bell  adapted  to 
the  condition,  circumftances  and  equal  mode 
of  levying  taxes  in  fuch  Colony. 

That  the  proportion  or  quota  of  fuch  Co¬ 
lony  be  determined  according  to  the  number 
of  inhabitants  of  all  ages,  including  negroes 
and  mulattoes  in  each  Colony ;  but  as  this 
cannot  at  prefer. t  be  allertained,  that  the 
quotas  of  the  feveral  Colonies  be  fettled  for 
the  prefent  as  follows,  to  undergo  a  revilion 
and  correction,  when  the  lift  of  each  Colony 
is  obtained. 

New-Hamplhire,  -  -  -  124069  i-half. 

MalT.ichuktts  Bay,  -  -  -  43  4244 
Rhode  Ifland,  -  -  7 ; 9 59  i-half. 

Connecticut,  -  -  -  -  248139 

Ne  w-York,  -  -  -  -  248139 

New^Jerfey,  ...  1612901-half. 

Pennfylvania,  -  -  -  -  372208  i-half. 

Delaware,  -  87219  T -half. 

Maryland,  -  -  -  -  310174  i-half. 

Virginia,  -  496278 

North-Carolina,  -  -  -  2^8139 

South-Carolina,  -  -  -  248139 


00c  , 


That  each  Colony  pay  its  refpe&ive  quota 
in  four  equal  annual  payments,  the  fir  ft  pay¬ 
ment  to  be  made  on  or  before  the  laft  day  of 
November,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1779  j  the  feconcl  or  before  the  laft  day 
of  November  1780;  the  third,  on  or  before 
the  laft  day  of  November,  1781,  and  the 
fourth  or  laft,  on  or  before  the  laft  day.  of 
November,  1782  ;  and  that  for  this  end  the 
feveral  provincial  affemblies  or  conventions 
provide  for  laying  and  levying  taxes  in  their 
ref  pedtive  Provinces  or  Colonies,  towards 
finking  the  continental  bills  :  That  the  faid 
bills  be  received  by  the  colledtors  in  pay¬ 
ment  of  fuch  taxes,  and  be  by  the  colledtors 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  provincial  trea- 
furers,  with  all  fuch  other  monies  as  they 
may  receive  in  lieu  of  the  continental  bills', 
which  other  monies  the  faid  provincial  trea- 
furers  fhall  endeavour  to  get  exchanged  for 
continental  bills,  and  where  that  cannot  be 
done,  fhall  fend  to  the  continental  treafurers 
the  deficiency  in  filver  or  gold,  with  the 
bills  making  up  the  quota  to  be  funk  in  that 
year,  taking  care  to  cut  by  a  circular  punch 
of  an  inch  diameter  an  hole  in  each  bill,  and 
and  to  crofs  the  fame,  thereby  to  render 
them  unpaflable,  though  the  fum  or  value  is 
to  remain  fairly  legible.  And  the  conti¬ 
nental  treafurers,  as  fart  as  they  receive  the 
faid  quotas,  fhall  with  the  affiftance  of  a 
Committee  of  five  perfons,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Congrefs,  if  fitting,  or  by  the  affem- 
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bly  or  convention  of  the  province  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  examine  and  count  the  continental 
bills,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  faid  Com¬ 
mittee  burn  and  deftroy  them.  And  the 
lilver  and  gold  fent  them  to  matec  up  the  de 
ficiencies  of  quotas,  they  da  all  retain  in  their 
hands  until  demanded  in  redemption  of  con¬ 
tinental  bills  that  may  be  brought  to  them 
for  that  purpole^  which  bills  fo  redeemed, 
they  fhail  alfo  burn  and  deftroy  in  prefence 
of  the  faid  Committee.  And  the  faid  trea- 
furers,  whenever  they  have  lilver  or  gold  in 
their' hands  for  the  redemption  of  continen¬ 
tal  bills,  fhail  advertife  the  fame,  fign  Tying 
that  he  is  ready  to  give  lilver  or  gold  ror  Inch 
bills  to  all  perfons  requiring  it  in  exchange. 

The  Provincial  treafurers  and  collectors 
are  to  have  fuch  allowances  icr  tneir  relpec- 
tive  fervices  as  fhail  be  directed  by  the  feveial 
Aflemblies  or  Conventions,  to  be  paid  by 
their  refpeCcive  Province  or  Colony. 

That  the  continental  treafurers  be  allowed 
for  tneir  lervice  ibis  year  five  hundred  dollars 
each. 

Refolved,  That  tbs  Paymafter  General, 
Commiftary  General,  Quarter- Ivlal lc i  Ge¬ 
neral,  and  every  of  tneir  deputies,  ftmll 
take  an  oath  truly  and  faithfully  to  dilchaigc 
the  duties  of  their  refpedtive  ftations. 

Ordered,  i  hat  the  Gontinental  Pieafuici  s 
do  pay  to  Col.  William  dhompfon,  01  his 
order,  ijooo  dollars,  on  account,  being  by 
advance  for  the  lervice  of  a  battalion  of  KifiQ 
Men  under  his  command. 


Refolved, 
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,  Refolv1ed>  That  this  Congrefs  will  as 

totVFif,!  P"“iC  “  Pe™its- 
t0  *•  e  1  11  or  September  next.  J 

Refolved,  That  fu„  rv,-,  "  r  -n 

“"Met  of  the  Hate  of  trade, 
**  h  of  next  September. 

lr;  ^‘Kean,  from  the  Committee  re- 
porued_  the  form  of  a  bond,  to  be  given  by 
tiie  Jomt  Continental  Treafurers  7 

f  ?r?ered*  That  the  faid  Committee  do  in- 
meft  intotne  fufficiency  of  the  fureties 
Adjourned  till  Monday,  at  8  o’clock 

MONDAY,  July  31,  lm, 

^  Met  according  to  adjournment. 

„  The  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the 

2°u  °rft h<>  Committee,  on  the  refolve  of 
tne  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  fame  being 

Slows':  7'  ParagraphS}  Was  a^eed  to  £ 

The  feveral  affembiies  of  New  Jerfey 
en  ffylvania,  and  Virginia,  having  referred 
!?  Congress  a  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of 

iMn  ThTr  01  Gfa£  Bntain’  which  tefolutton 
1S  in  tnexe  words : 

.  Lunre,  20  <//V  TvA  I77r. 

,  .  Holf  m  a  Committee  on  the  American 
yapers.  Motion  made,  and  quefion propofed. 

r  h!l  Un  theTnion  °f this  Committee,  that 

ashen  the  General  Council  and  AJfembly,  or  Ge¬ 
neral  Court  of  any  of  his  Majeftys  Provinces  or 
Colonies  in  America,  fall  prop  of e  to  make  pro- 
vifon  according  to  the  condition,  circumfance. 


or fituation  of  fuch  Province  or  Colony,  for  con¬ 
tributing  their  proportion  to  the  common  defence 
{fuch  proportion  to  be  raifed  under  the  authority 
of  the  General  Court,  or  General  Affembly  of 
fuch  Province  or  Colony,  and  difpofable  by  par¬ 
liament)  and  fall  engage  to  make  provifion  alfo, 
for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  government,  and  the 
adminijlration  of  jufice  in  fuch  Province  or  Co¬ 
lony,  it  will  be  proper  if Juch  propofal fall  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  his  Majefy  and  the  twoHoufes  of  Par¬ 
liament,  and  for  jo  long  as  fuch  provifion  fall  be 
made  accordingly,  to  forbear  in  refpeci  of  fuch 
Province  or  Colony  to  lay  any  duty,  tax,  or  af- 
fejfment,  except  only  fuch  duties  as  it  may  be  ex¬ 
pedient  to  continue  to  levy  or  impofe,  for  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  commerce  ;  the  net  produce  of  the 
duties  tajl  mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  account 
of  fuch  Province  or  Colony  7”  effectively • 

The  Congrels  took  the  Said  refolution 
into  coniideration,  and  are  thereupon  of 
opinion. 

That  the  Colonies  of  America  are  enti¬ 
tled  to  the  foie  and  exclulive  privilege  of 
giving  and  granting  their  own  money  :  That 
this  involves  a  right  of  deliberating  whether 
they  will  make  any  gift,  for  what  purpofes 
it  fhall  be  made,  and  what  fhall  be  its  a- 
mount  5  and  that  it  is  a  high  breach  of  this 
privilege  for  any  body  of  men,  extraneous  to 
their  constitutions,  to  prefcribe  the  purpofes 
for  which  money  fhall  be  levied  on  them, 
to  take  to  themfelves  the  authority  of  judg¬ 
ing  of  their  conditions,  circumftances,  and 

Situations 
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filiations,  and  of  determining  the  amount 
ot  tne  contribution  to  be  levied. 

That  as  the  colonies  poflefs  a  right  of  ap¬ 
propriating  their  gifts,  fo  are  they  entitled  at 
tn.  times  to  enquire  into  their  application,  ' 
to  lee  that  they  be  not  wafted  amonp-  the 
venal  and  corrupt  for  the  purpofe  of  under¬ 
mining  the  civil  rights  of  the  givers,  nor 
yet  be  diverted  to  the  fupport  of  ftanding 
armies,  inconfiftcnt  with  their  freedom  and 
hi  overlive  of  their  quiet.  To  propofe  there- 
iose,  as  this  refolution  does,  that  the  monies 
given  Dy  the  colonies  ftiall  be  fubjeft  to  the 
(iilpolal  of  parliament  alone,  is  to  propofe 
i.nat  they  fliall  relinquilh  this  right  of  enqui- 
ry,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of  others  to  ren¬ 
der  their  gifts  ruinous,  in  proportion  as  they 
are  liberal. 

.  1  hat  ^is  privilege  of  giving  or  witn-hold- 

mg  our  monies,  is  an  important  barrier 
againft  the  undue  exertion  .of  prerogative, 
which,  if  left  altogether  without  controul, 
may  be  exerciied  to  our  great  oppreffion ; 
and  all  hiftory  fhews  how  etticacious  is  its 
lnterceftion  for  redrefs  of  grievances  and  re- 
eftablifhment  of  rights,  and  how  improvi¬ 
dent  it  would  be  to  part  with  fo  powerful  a 
mediator. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  propofition 
contam^d  in  tms  refolution  is  unreafonable 
and  infidious;  unreafonable,  hecaufe,  if  we 
declare  we  accede  to  it,  we  declare  without 
reiervation,  we  will  purchafe  the  favour  of 

parliament 
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parliament,  not  knowing  at  the  fame  time  at 
what  price  they  will  pleafe  to  eftimate  their 
favor ;  it  is  iniidious,  becaufe,  individual 
colonies,  having  bid  and  bidden  again,  till 
they  find  the  avidity  of  the  feller  to  great  for 
all  their  powers  to  fatisfy,  are  then  to  re¬ 
turn  into  oppofition,  divided  from  their  Af¬ 
ter  colonies  whom  the  minifter  will  have 
previoufly  detached  by  a  grant  of  eafier  terms 
or  by  an  artful  procraffcination  of  a  definitive 
anfwer. 

That  the  fufpenfion  of  the  exercife  of 
their  pretended  power  of  taxation  being  ex- 
prefsly  made  commenfurate  with  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  our  gifts,  thefe  muft  be  perpetual 
to  make  that  lo.  Whereas  no  experience 
has  fhewn  that  a  gift  of  perpetual  revenue 
fecures  a  perpetual  return  of  duty  or  of  kind 
difpofition.  On  the  contrary,  the  parlia¬ 
ment  itfelf,  wifely  attentive  to  this  obfer- 
vation,  are  in  the  eftablifhed  practice  of 
granting  their  fupplies  from  year  to  year  only. 

Defirous  and  determined  as  we  are  to  con- 
fider,  in  the  moft  difpaffionate  view  every 
feeming  advance  towards  a  reconciliation 
made  by  the  Britifh  parliament,  let  our 
brethren  of  Britain  reflect  what  would  have 
been  the  facrifice  to  men  of  free  fpirits  had 
even  fair  terms  been  proffered,  as  thefe  infi- 
dious  propofals  were  with  circumftances  of 
infult  and  defiance.  A  propofition  to  give 
our  money,  accompanied  with  large  fleets 
and  armies,  feems  addreffed  to  our  fears  ra- 
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tlier  than  to  our  freedom.  With  what  pa- 
tn-mcc  Vv  on  id  Jbntons  have  received  articles  of 
treaty  from  any  power  on  earth,  when  borne 

pn  the  pomt  of  a  bayonet  oy  military  ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  ? 

W  e  think  the  attempt  unneceflary  to  raife 
upon  us  by  iorce  or  by  threats  our  proporti¬ 
onal  contrioutions  to  the  common  defence, 
when  a|l  know,  and  themfelves  acknowledge 
we  have  fully  contributed,  whenever  called 
upon  to  do  fo  in  the  character  of  freemen. 

We  are  of  opinion,  it  is  not  juft  that  the 
colonies  flioulc  be  required  to  oblige  them- 
felves  to  other  contributions,  while  Great- 
Britain  pofleffes  a  monopoly  of  their  trade. 
This  of  itfelf  lays  them  under  heavy  contri¬ 
bution.  To  demand  therefore,  additional 
aids  in  the  form  of  a  tax,  is  to  demand  the 
double  of  their  equal  proportion,  if  we  are 
to  contribute  equally  with  the  other  parts  of 
•the  empire,  let  us  equally  with  them  enjoy 
free  commerce  with  the  whole  world.  But 
while  the  reflrictions  on  our  trade  fhut  to  us 
toe  ref  mixes  of  wealth,  is  it  juft  we  fhouid 
be^r  all  other  burthens  equally  with  thofe  to 
whom  every  refourfe  is  open  ? 

VV  c  conceive  that  the  Britifli  parliament 
pas  no  right  to  intermeddle  with  our  provi- 
fions  for  the  fupport  of  civil  government, 
or  adminiftration  oljuftice.  The  provifions 
We  have  made,  are  inch  as  pleafe  ourfelves, 
and  are  agreeable  to  our  own  circumftances : 
'ihey  anfwer  the  fubftairtial  purpofes  of  go¬ 
vernment 
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vernment  and  of  juftice,  and  other  purpofeS 
than  thefe  Ihould  not  be  anfwered.  We  do 
not  mean  that  our  people  ldia.ll  be  burthened 
with  oppreffive  taxes,  to  provide  finecures 
for  the  idle  or  the  wicked,  under  colour  of 
providing  for  a  civil  lift.  W  bale  parliament 
purfue  their  plan  of  civil  government  within 
their  own  jurifdidiori,  we  alfo  hope  to  pur¬ 
fue  ours  without  moieftation. 

We  are  of  opinion  the  proposition  is 
altogether  uniat  is  fadory,  becaufe  it  imports 
only  a  fufpenfion  of  the  mode,  not  a  renun¬ 
ciation  of  the  pretended  right  to  tax  us : 
becaufe  too  it  does  not  propofe  to  repeal  the 
feveral  ads  of  parliament  palled  for  the 
purpefe  of  reftraining  the  trade  and  altering 
the  form  of  government  in  one  of  our  Colo¬ 
nies  ;  extending  the  boundaries  and  change- 
ing  the  government  of  Quebec  ;  enlarging 
the  jurifdidion  of  the  courts  of  admiralty 
and  vice-admiralty;  taking  from  us  the 
fight  of  trial  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinage,  in 
cafes  affeding  both  life  and  property ;  trans¬ 
porting  us  into  other  countries  to  be  tried 
for  criminal  offences  ;  exempting  by  mock- 
trial  the  murderers  of  colonifts  from  punilh- 
ment;  and  quartering  loldiers  on  us  in  times 
of  profound  peace.  Nor  do  they  renounce 
the  power  of  lufpending  our  own  legislatures,' 
and  of  legiflating  for  us  themfelves  in  all 
cafes  whatfoever.  On  the  contrary,  to  fhew 
tliey  mean  no  difcontmuance  of  injury, 
they  pals  ads  at  the  very  time  of  holding 
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out  this  proportion,  for  rsftraining  the  com¬ 
merce  and  fiifhery  of  the  provinces  of  New- 
England  and  for  interdi&ing  the  trade  of 
other  Colonies  with  all  foreign  nations,  and 
with  each  other.  This  proves  unequi¬ 
vocally  they  mean  not  to  relinquilh  the 
cxercrte  of  indilcrimrnate  legillation  over  us. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  propofition  feems 
to  liave  been  held  up  to  the  world,  to  deceive 
it  into  a  belief  that  there  was  nothing  in 
diipute  between  us  but  the  mode  of  levying 
taxes ;  and  that  the  parliament  have  now 
been  fo  good  as  to  give  up  this,  the  Colonies 
are  unreafonabie  if  not  perfectly  fatisfied  : 
whereas  in  truth,  our  adverfaries  (till  claim 
a  right  of  dei  iia  ding  ad  libitum ,  and  of  taxing 
us  themfelves  to  the  full  amount  of  their  de¬ 
mand,  if  we  do  not  comply  with  it.  This 
leaves  us  without  any  thing  we  can  call  pro¬ 
perty.  But,  what  is  of  more  importance, 
and  what  in  this  propofal  they  keep  out  of 
fignt,  as  if  no  inch  point  was  now  in  contefh 
between  us,  they  claim  a  right  to  alter  our 
charters  and  effcablifh  laws,  and  leave  us 
without  any  fecurity  tor  our  lives  or  liberties. 
I  he  propofition  feems  alfo  to  have  been 
calculated  more  particularly  to  lull  into  fatal 
fecurity  our  well  affedted  fellow  fubjedts  on 
the  other  fide  the  water,  till  time  fhould  be 
given  for  the  operation  ofthofe  arms,  which 
a  Britifh  fniniiicr  pronounced  would  inftan- 
taneoufiy  reduce  the  “  cowardly”  fons  of 
America  to  unrefervcd  fubmiflion.  But 

when 
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when  the  world  refledts,  how  inadequate  to 
juftice  are  thefe  vaunted  terms  ;  when  it  at¬ 
tends  to  the  rapid  and  bold  fucceffion  of  in¬ 
juries,  which,  during  a  courfe  of  eleven 
years,  have  been  aimed  at  thefe  Colonies; 
when  it  reviews  the  pacific  and  refpedtful 
expoftulations,  which,  during  that  whole 
time,  were  the  foie  arms  we  oppofed  to 
them  ;  when  it  obferves  that  our  complaints 
were  either  not  heard  at  all,  or  were  anfwered 
with  new  and  accumulated  injuries ;  when 
it  recolledts  that  the  minifier  himfelf,  on  an 
early  occafion  declared,  “  that  he  would 
never  treat  with  America  till  he  had  brought 
her  to  his  feet,”  and  that  an  avowed  partifan 
of  miniftry  has  more  lately  denounced  againft 
us  the  dreadful  fentence  “  delenda  ejl  Car¬ 
thago ,”  that  this  was  done  in  prefence  of  a 
Britifh  fenate,  and  being  unreproved  by 
them,  rauft  be  taken  to  be  their  own  fenti- 
ment,  (efpecially  as  the  purpofe  has  already 
in  part  been  carried  into  execution,  by  their 
treatment  of  Boflon  and  burning  of  Charlef- 
town)  when  it  confiders  the  great  armaments 
with  which  they  have  invaded  us,  and  the 
circumftances  of  cruelty  with  which  thefe 
have  commenced  and  profecuted  hoftilities  ; 
when  thefe  things,  we  fay,  are  laid  together 
and  attentively  confidered,  can  the  world  be 
deceived  into  an  opinion  that  we  are  unrea- 
fonable  ?  or  can  it  hefitate  to  believe  with  us, 
that  nothing  but  our  own  exertions  may  de¬ 
feat  the  minifterial  fentence  of  death  or  ab- 
jedt  fubmiffion.  On 
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On  motion  made,  Ilefolved,  That  Mr. 
Langdon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Hopkins, 
Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Clinton,  Mr.  Crane,  Dodior 
Franklin,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr. 
Henry,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Gadfden,  and  Mr. 
Hall,  be  a  Committee  in  the  recefs  of  Con- 
grefs,  to  make  enquiry  in  all  the  Colonies 
after  virgin  lead  and  leaden  ore,  and  the 
beft  method  of  colledtilig,  fmelting  and  re- 
fining  it.  ,  _  : 

Refolved,  That  the  above  mentioned  gen¬ 
tlemen  be  a  Committee  in  the  recefs  of  the 
Congrefs,  to  enquire  into  the  cheapeft  and 
eafiefi:  methods  of  making  fait  in  thefe  Co¬ 
lonies. 


'* 


Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the 
Congrefs  took  under  confideration  the  ftate 
of  trade  after  the  tenth  of  September,  and 
after  fome  debate,  the  fame  was  poftponed 
to  a  future  day. 

On  motion,  Refolved,  That  when  the 
Congrefs  adjourns  for  recefs,  it  be  adjourned 
to  meet  at  Philadelphia. 

Two  petitions,  one  from  fundry  mer¬ 
chants  in  New- York,  and  the  other  from 
fundry  merchants'  in  Philadelphia,  refpedting 
the  fale  of  teas  imported  before  the  late  affo- 
eiation,  were  laid  before  the  Congrefs/ 

.  Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  8  o’clock. 

1,  *  •  ‘  •  u-  • 
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TUESDAY,  Augufl  i,  1775. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  five  hundred 
thoufand  dollars  be  immediately  forwarded 
from  the  continental  treafury  to  the  Pay- 
mafter  General,  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of 
.the  army  in  Mafiachufetts-Bay,  in  fuch  man¬ 
ner  as  General  Wafhington,  or  the  comman¬ 
der  in  chief  for  the  time  being,  by  his  war¬ 
rants,  fhall  limit  and  appoint ;  and  if  the 
above  fum  fhall  be  expended  before  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Congrefs,  then,  that  Gene¬ 
ral  Wafhington,  or  the  commander  in  chief, 
for  the  time  being,  be  empowered  to  draw 
upon  the  continental  treafury  for  the  fum  of 
two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  in  favour  of 
the  Paymafter  General  to  be  applied  for  the 
ufe  and  in  the  manner  above  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  for  Pennfyl- 
vania  be  a  Committee  to  receive  and  count 
the  above  fum  of  500,000  dollars,  and  for¬ 
ward  the  fame  under  the  care  of  the  Dele¬ 
gates  of  Mafiachufetts-Bay,  provided  fo  much 
is  now  ready  in  the  treafury.  If  that  is  not 
the  cafe,  then  to  receive,  count  and  for¬ 
ward  by  the  faid  Delegates  what  is  ready  and 
the  remainder  by  the  firft  opportunity  in  the 
fafeft  and  belt  manner. 

Reiolved*  That  a  fum  not  exceeding 
ij $)Oco  aoilars  be  paid  to  the  provincial 
Convention  of  JNew-York,  to  be  applied  to— 
\YSids  the  discharge  of  the  monies  advanced 
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and  the  debts  contracted  for  the  public  fer~ 
vice,  by  the  faid  provincial  Convention  and 
the  Committee  of  Albany,  in  puriuance  of 
the  directions  of  this  Congrefs ;  and  that 
the  faid  provincial  Convention  account  to 
this  Congrefs  at  their  next  meeting  for  the 
application  of  the  faid  money. 

Relolved,  That  the  treaiurers  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  ordered  to  pay  to  the  Delegates 
ot  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  viz.  Eliphalet 
Dyer,  Roger  Sherman,  and  Silas  Deane, 
Elquires,  the  fum  of  $o>ooo  dollars,  to  be  by 
them  paid  unto  the  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  faid  colony,  in  part  of  the  fums  by 
tliem  difburfed  in  the  continental  fervice  : 
the  faid  Governor  and  Company  to  account 
therefor. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  of  100,000  dol¬ 
lars  be  immediately  forwarded  from  the  con¬ 
tinental  treafury  to  the  Paymaster  General, 
to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the 
i\ew-York  department,  in  fuch  manner  as 
General  Schuyler  by  his  warrant  fhall  limit 
and  appoint ;  and  that  if  the  above  fum  fhall 
be  expended  before  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Congrefs,  then,  that  General  Schuyler,  or 
tne  commander  in  chief,  for  the  time  being 
in  that  department,  be  empowered  to  draw 
upon  the  continental  treafury  for  a  further 
fum  not  exceeding  200,000  dollars,  to  be 

applied  for  the  ufe,  and  in  the  manner  above 
mentioned. 


Refolved* 
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TJ  p'nlved  That  the  fum  of  16,000  dol- 
1- be  paid  to  the  Delegates  rf.be  colony 

fy  MM b/ older  of  the  Co^refs 
on  the  3d  of  June  laft,  for  the  ufe  of  the 

°jS,  That  the  fum  of .0,000  dol 
lars  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  D^g> 

of  Pennfylvania  or  any  jh-of*-^ 

incurred  for raif.ng  and 

arming  the  riffe  companies, 

fes  and  other  fmall  charges,  of  which  t 

Congrefs  have  not  been  able ^  P™^.^ 
do  lay°  before  The  Congrefs,  at  their  next 

meeting,  an  account  of  their  proceedings 

that  matter.  . 

Whereas  at  a  former  Congrefs  it  . 

folved,  that  if  certain  ads  of  parliament  m 
the  continental  affociation  enumerated  a 
complained  of,  Ihould  not  be  repealed  on  or 
before  the  ioth  day  of  feptember,  ijj $> 
inhabitants  of  thefe  united  colonies  would 
not,  diredly  or  indireftly.  export  any  mei- 

chandize  or  commodity  whatfoever,t  ‘ 

Britain,  Ireland  or  the  Weft- In  dies;  and  as 
l'orne  doubts  have  arifen  with  reipeft  to  t  1. 
true  fpirit  and  conftrudhon  of  laid,  lelolve. 
To  the  end  that  fuch  doubts  may  be  remo- 

VC  Refolved,  That  under  the  prohibition, 

in  the  faid  Affociation  contained,  to  export 
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p),  or  import  from,  the  iilands  of  Great 
Butain  and  Ireland,  this  Congrefs  intends 
to '  comprize  all  exportation  to,  or  impor¬ 
tation  from,  the  iilands  of  Terfev,  Guernfev 
Sark,  Alderney  and  Mann,  and  every  & 
ropean  illand  and  fettlement  within  th»  R-m 
tilh  dominions  5  and  that  under  the  domi¬ 
nation  of  the  Well-Indies,  this  Congrefs 
means  to  comprehend  all  the  Well- India 
iilands,  Britiih  and  foreign,  to  whatever  Hate, 
power  or  prince  belonging,  or  by  whomfo- 
ever  governed,  and  alfo  the  fumrner  iilands, 
pahama  iilands,  Berbicia  and  Surinam  on  the 
Main,  and  every  illand  and  fettlement  with¬ 
in  the  latitude  of  the  fouthern  line  of  Geor¬ 
gia  and  the  Equator. 

Adjourned  to  Tuefday,  the  rth  of  fep- 
tembernext.  '  r 

Tie  above  is  a  Copy  of  the  Journal  of  the 

Proceedings  of  the  CONGRESS,  from 

their  Meeting  on  the  loth  of  May,  to  this 
time * 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Prelident. 
Charles  Thomson,  Secretary* 


